Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: February 15, 2019
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to
Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The
Gazette provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the
Town government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and
security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by
regular mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you
will find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

INAUGURAL CAPE CHARLES DAY

On August 16, 2018, the Cape Charles Town
Council adopted a resolution designating the
first Saturday in March as Cape Charles Day
to be celebrated annually with civic activities
to commemorate the Town’s incorporation
on March 1, 1886.
The Inaugural Cape Charles Day will be
celebrated on Saturday, March 2, 2019, from
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. From 9:00 AM to Noon
will be Community Clean-up Day, followed
by a Picnic in Central Park from Noon to
2:00 PM.
More information will be provided over the
next couple of weeks. We hope you will be
able to participate in this event.
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NOTICE OF CAPE CHARLES TOWN COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
The Town of Cape Charles will hold a public hearing on Thursday, February 21, 2019, at 6:30
p.m. at the Cape Charles Civic Center located at 500 Tazewell Avenue to receive comment on
the proposed change to pull-in angle parking on the north side of the 100 through 300 blocks
of Mason Avenue.
Interested persons may appear at the public hearing and present their views.
This item will be discussed and brought to a vote by the Town Council at the regular meeting
immediately following the public hearing.
Click here for more information regarding this public hearing item.

2019 TAX FORMS NOW AVAILABLE
The 2019 tax forms are now available online at www.capecharles.org and can be found under Treasurer in Forms & Publications.
Hard copies are also available at the Town Office. Business, Professional and Occupational License Tax forms are due by April 16,
2019.
•

2019 Business, Professional and Occupational License Tax for Contractor

•

2019 Business, Professional and Occupational License Tax for Non-Contractor and Non-Vacation Rental

•

2019 Business, Professional and Occupational License Tax for Vacation Rental Owner & Rental Management Business

•

2019 Transient Occupancy Tax Form

•

2019 Meals Tax Form

•

2019 Short Term Rental Tax Form

The 2019 Real Estate Tax Relief for Elderly & Handicapped Persons form is also available. All applications need to be completed and
submitted to the Treasurer’s Office by April 2, 2019. Copies of the following supporting documentation must also be submitted along
with the application: Social Security Statements, Bank statements for October, November and December 2018, Pension Statement,
Life Insurance Policies, and Driver’s License/Photo ID.
Northampton County also offers this program. The Northampton County Affidavit and Application for Real Estate Tax Relief for
Certain Elderly and Handicapped Persons must be submitted to the Northampton County Commissioner of Revenue by February 28,
2019.
For questions, please contact the Finance Department at 757-331-3259, ext. 26.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF CAPE CHARLES
FACEBOOK PAGE LAUNCHED
As part of the Town’s improved communications initiative, a new Facebook page (Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles) was
launched on February 13, 2019. This page will provide a variety of information useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles
as well as those having any interest in our Town’s government. We will be posting information regarding actions being considered by
the Town government, upcoming Town-sponsored activities and events, important public safety and security issues and emergency
announcements.
Since the launch on Wednesday afternoon, we already have 237 followers as of Friday morning! To follow us, please click the image
below and make sure to invite your friends to like us as well!
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CAPE CHARLES COMMUNITY TRAIL, PHASE 3
Phase 3 of the Community Trail will encompass improvements to the block of Peach Street between Randolph and Mason Avenues
and the south entrance to Central Park. The site plan is available for review on the Town’s website under the Planning and Zoning
tab.
The trail alignment will be on both the east and west sides of Peach Street and will connect to a paver walkway on the south side of
Mason Avenue. A head-in diagonal parking median will be created with a semi-pervious surface. The median and parallel curb-side
parking will provide 29 parking spaces. New pedestrian lighting will be included for both the trail and parking median. Two new
handicap accessible parking spaces will be created at the northwest corner of Peach and Mason.
The planned improvements to the Central Park south entrance will correct problems at the intersection of the existing trail exiting the
Park and the public alley, as well as provide a semi-pervious parking surface. This will minimize damage caused by vendors and
other vehicles associated with events in the Park.
VDOT has completed review of our 90% plans and has authorized proceeding to the 100% stage. We anticipate submission of the
completed plans, specifications and bidding package to VDOT for review in February. We do not expect authorization to advertise for
bids until sometime in the spring. Consequently, construction will be deferred until after the summer season.
For additional information please contact Bob Panek at bob.panek@capecharles.org, or 757-331-3259, x19.

HISTORIC DISTRICT REPORT
Recently, Town Manager Larry DiRe had a phone conversation with Virginia Department of Historic Resources Certified Local
Government Program Coordinator Aubrey Von Lindern regarding Cape Charles’ historic district. The following bullets provide the
substance of the conversation.
•

Preservation plan: The existing preservation plan, dated March 1996, was written within the context of providing an overall
development plan for the Town. That plan is rooted in then existing Town conditions and preservation practices. Just three
years, on December 14, 1999, the Town Council adopted a comprehensive plan states as follows on page 57, “The Preservation
Plan for the Town of Cape Charles is a parallel document to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, and as such, should be reviewed at
least every five years.” Over the years that integration of preservation plan with comprehensive plan broke down. A new plan
reflective of current Town conditions and informed by contemporary preservation practices is needed and should be developed
contemporaneous with the comprehensive plan revision scheduled for spring 2019 through summer 2021. Ms. Von Lindern
encouraged this new plan and stated that a copy of the late draft document should be submitted to VDHR for review prior to the
Town adopting the plan. A joint work session with the Cape Charles Town Council, Planning Commission and all Town boards is
being scheduled for Monday, March 4, 2019 to begin the planning process for the Preservation Plan.

•

Demolition: Ms. Von Lindern was informed about the demolition of the dilapidated commercial building at 207 Mason Avenue and
the associated distress held by some in the community about that action. This action was done in the interest of public safety
after the Town exhausted all due process requirements. Staff shared that research into the public record of demolition in the
(Continued on page 4)
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Historic District reveals thirty-eight (38) demolitions between February 2002 and December 2018. All but one (207 Mason
Avenue) were residential structures, including historic duplex buildings. Several other buildings were demolished in the Harbor
Zoning District in this time period. Five (5) were demolished between January 1, 2015 and December 31, 2018. The single
highest number of demolitions in one calendar year occurred in 2006 and 2008, when five (5) homes were cleared from the
Historic District in each year. A complete listing of addresses and demolition dates can be seen in the building department office.
There are contemporary photos of several of these demolished structures. Both staff and VDHR agree that demolition is the last
option and least desirable outcome. The loss of an excessive number of contributing structures can result in the delisting of a
historic district. She affirmed that the Cape Charles district is not near that number, and in no danger of being de-listed.
•

Meeting structure: Staff informed Ms. Von Lindern of the recent discussion with Town Council to introduce a two-step application
procedure so the most appropriate treatment option and application materials can be discussed and agreed upon before an
applicant can come before the Historic District Review Board for action on an application.

•

Annual training course: In past years staff and HDRB members attended annual one-day training courses. Suffolk or Smithfield
are the locations being considered for our area, but the exact location and date are yet to be determined.

•

V-CRIS: The V-CRIS, found at this website: www.dhr.virginia.gov/v-cris/, holds information on historic districts in the
Commonwealth and includes information and photographs on contributing structures.

NORTHERN OFFSHORE BREAKWATER
Three of five planned offshore breakwaters have been built on the shoal to the west of the harbor entrance to protect the harbor
from westerly waves. A new wave study has been completed including an analysis of alternatives. The study concluded that the
harbor is negatively impacted by long period waves. In the winter, these waves from the north-northwest are much more prevalent.
They reflect off the south shoreline of the harbor back to the floating docks, causing significant damage. Council included $875,000
in the FY 2019 budget to build the fourth, most northern offshore breakwater to mitigate this condition. The budget includes
approximately $227,000 of Virginia Port Authority Aid to Local Ports grant funding.
Engineering and permitting have been completed and the construction contract has been advertised for bidding. The base bid is for
a length of 435’, with three 100’ increments as bid alternatives, for a potential maximum length of 735’. Bids are due on February
26 and a recommendation for contract award will be made to Council in March. We anticipate starting construction in late March or
early April.
For more information please contact Bob Panek, 757-331-3259, x19, or bob.panek@capecharles.org.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Monday, February 18, 2019:
Town offices closed for Presidents’ Day.
Tuesday, February 19, 2019:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Town Council Executive Session, 6:30 PM, at the Town Hall. AGENDA
Wednesday, February 20, 2019:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, February 21, 2019:
Town Council Public Hearing & Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Wednesday, February 27, 2019:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Tuesday, March 5, 2019:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, March 6, 2019:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, March 7, 2019:
Town Council Work Session, 6:30 PM, at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, March 13, 2019:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM, at the Cape Charles Memorial Library
Thursday, March 14, 2019:
Town Council Public Hearing, Special Meeting & Budget Work Session, 6:30 PM, at the Civic Center
Tuesday, March 19, 2019:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center
Wednesday, March 20, 2019:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, March 21, 2019:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, March 27, 2019:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.

CAPE CHARLES YACHT CLUB ROAD CLEAN-UP
Enjoying a beautiful January morning and breaking through ice at times, eight members of the Cape Charles Yacht Club (CCYC)
participated in the quarterly clean-up of the roads leading to the Cape Charles Town Harbor on January 26, 2019. They were (left to
right) Mark Henry, Nancy Smithwick, Rob Smithwick, Sue Panek, Bob Panek, Jim Liepman, Paul Cross and Rich Gliedman
(“Photographer”).

The CCYC is responsible for Old Cape Charles Road from the
Bay Creek entrance to Mason Avenue, and Bay Shore Road
from Old Cape Charles Road to the Town Harbor. Seven
bags of trash were collected.
The Town thanks CCYC for this public service!
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23RD ANNUAL EASTERN SHORE OF VIRGINIA HABITAT FOR HUMANITY FEBRUARY FREEZE
The Eastern Shore of Virginia Habitat for Humanity, Inc. is holding their
23rd Annual February Freeze at the Cape Charles Beachfront on Saturday,
February 23, 2019.
11:00 a.m.: Registration at Trinity United Methodist Church Social Hall
12:00 p.m.: Dip at the Beachfront by the Pavilion
There will be prizes for team competitions and individual dippers who raise
the most funds.
Lunch will be served following the dip at Trinity United Methodist Church
Social Hall. There will be a $5 charge for non-dippers. There will be Free
lunch for those who raise over $35, and Free lunch, sweatshirt and door prize ticket for those who raise over $65.
Come “team up” with friends and join the fun. For more information, please call the Habitat office at 757-442-4687. You can go to
http://www.easternshorehabitat.org/events.html to print the registration forms.
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CAPE CHARLES BOARD VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
The Town’s Historic District Review Board will have a vacancy coming up in the spring and
interviews are planned for March. The Historic District Review Board oversees the Town’s Historic
District. The local Historic District is an overlay in the Town’s Zoning Ordinance. When reviewing
applications, the Historic District Review Board refers to the Historic District Guidelines.
The Historic District Review Board currently consists of five members each serving five-year terms.
The board meets monthly on the third Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.
If you live in the Town and are interested in serving on this board, or any other board, please
complete the Application for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2
Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org.

The Town offices will be closed on Monday, February 18, 2019,
in observance of Presidents’ Day.

Photo courtesy of
Jim Granger

Sunset along Bay Avenue
January 28, 2019
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the Town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget, which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an
email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we
can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•

Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
3/2/19:
Inaugural Cape Charles Day Celebration
o
May 2019:
Blessing of the Fleet (Exact date to be determined)
o
5/27/19:
Memorial Day Ceremony
o
7/4/19:
July 4th Celebrations
o
9/11/19:
9-11 Memorial Ceremony
o
11/11/19:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/7/19:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/19:
7th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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