Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: March 9, 2018
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape
Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette
provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town
government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security
issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by
regular mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you
will find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

DECLARED CANDIDATES FOR 2018 CAPE CHARLES TOWN ELECTIONS
On May 1, 2018, the Town of Cape Charles will hold elections for the position of Mayor
and three Town Council seats. March 6, 2018 was the deadline for citizens to declare
their candidacy to run for office. The slate of candidates for this year’s election is below:
For Mayor: Terry Carney and William “Smitty” Dize
For Council: Chris Bannon, Andrew Follmer, David Gay, Paul Grossman, Tammy
Holloway, Nioaka Marshall, and Joan Natali.

The deadline to register to vote or update an existing registration is April 9, 2018 and the deadline to request an absentee ballot to
be mailed to you is April 24, 2018. Your request must be received by your Registrar by 5:00 p.m.

2018 GOLF CART DECALS
Golf cart safety inspections and decals are due for the 2018 season no later than April 15, 2108 for golf
carts driven on public roads within the Town of Cape Charles. The decals are good through April 14,
2019.
You may schedule an appointment for a safety inspection with either Eastern Shore Custom Carts at
(757) 999-2278 or Interstate Equipment Service at (757) 999-2006. Please click the appropriate link
below for more information.
2018 Golf Cart Registration Form / 2018 Golf Cart Inspection Form

2017 & 2018 BUSINESS LICENSES
2017 Business, Professional & Occupational License Taxes are due to the Town of Cape Charles by April 16, 2018 based on
gross receipts and the tax rate applicable to each business.
2018 Business, Professional & Occupational License Tax forms are available by clicking the appropriate link below or by calling the
Finance Department at 757-331-2979 or by emailing libby.luettinger@capecharles.org.
2018 BPOL Form (Retail, Business Services, Professional, Wholesale, Utilities) / 2018 BPOL Form (Contractor)
2018 BPOL Form (Vacation Rental & Rental Management Business)
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BAGGING OF YARD DEBRIS
With spring approaching and the temperatures warming up, the Public Works Department has
issued a reminder asking citizens NOT to rake or blow grass and plant clippings or other yard
debris into the streets. Doing so will clog up the storm drains which will lead to flooding that
could severely damage personal property. Please do your part to keep the yard debris out of
the street by bagging them for proper pick-up.
Please note that our recycler only accepts
biodegradable bags. Yard debris placed on the curb in
non-biodegradable bags will NOT be picked up. You can
arrange for a special pick-up by contacting the Utility Clerk
Kathy Fraas at 757-331-6901. Please note that there will
be a $5 per bag charge for this special pick-up.
Thank you for your assistance!

MAXIMUM RESIDENTIAL SQUARE FOOTAGE
TEXT AMENDMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING UPDATE
The Cape Charles Planning Commission has been considering a proposed draft text
amendment to set a maximum square footage for dwelling units in the Residential-1
zoning district. Such a maximum would serve as both a cap on residential dwelling
size, and as the mate for the current zoning ordinance language establishing the
minimum square footage at nine hundred and sixty (960). The specific section reads
as follows: Article III, Section 3.2.F.2 The minimum dwelling unit size shall be 960
square feet excluding garages, porches, patios, etc.
Town Council received an informational report on the Planning Commission’s progress
and proposed amended text language. Council inquired about conditional use permit
status for dwellings exceeding the proposed maximums. Staff brought proposed draft
amended language addressing the conditional use to the Planning Commission’s
February 6, 2018 regular meeting. The process to amend the zoning ordinance text is
described in Article II, Section 2.7 et seq. Before any section is amended a public hearing before both the Planning Commission,
and Town Council is required. Following discussion, the Planning Commission approved the language below as amendment to
Article III, Sections 3.2.F.2, and 3.2.C.7 respectively.
At their February 6, 2018 regular meeting, the Planning Commission approved the following language, and voted to send it to
the Town Council, with a recommendation for a public hearing on April 16, 2018. At their February 15, 2018 regular monthly
meeting, the Town Council set the same date for their public hearing.
The minimum dwelling unit size shall be 960 square feet and the maximum dwelling unit size shall be 4,500 square feet on
any lot or contiguous assemblage of lots under common ownership. Specific dwelling unit square footage relative to the
square footage of any lot or contiguous assemblage of lots under common ownership shall be
a. Lots or contiguous assemblage of lots under common ownership up to 5,600 square feet dwelling units shall be a
minimum of 960 and a maximum of 2,400 square feet
b. Lots or contiguous assemblage of lots under common ownership of 5,601 to 8,400 square feet dwelling units shall
be a minimum of 960 and a maximum of 3,000 square feet
c. Lots or contiguous assemblage of lots under common ownership above 8,400 square feet dwelling units shall be a
minimum of 960 and a maximum of 4,500 square feet
Patios, porches, decks, attached garages, and detached accessory use buildings shall not be included in calculating the
dwelling unit square footage.
For conditional use (Section 3.2.C.7) in the Residential – 1 District: Residential dwelling units in square footage area below
the minimum or above the maximum stated in Section 3.2.F.2
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CAPE CHARLES TOWN MANAGER SEARCH
As announced in the February 2, 2018 Special Edition Gazette, current Town Manager Brent Manuel will be leaving the town’s
employment effective April 6, 2018. Assistant Town Manager Bob Panek will be the interim town manager, as required by the Cape
Charles Town Code, until a replacement can be appointed.
The Cape Charles Town Council held a work session on February 8, 2018 to discuss the town manager search process, which is
anticipated to take approximately six months, and opted to perform the recruitment process in-house. Mr. Larry Veber, owner of the
executive recruiting firm Lawrence Veber Associates, volunteered his services to the town. A Town Manager Recruitment Committee
was formed consisting of Mayor George Proto, Councilwoman Joan Natali, Assistant Town Manager Bob Panek, Town Clerk Libby
Hume and Mr. Veber.
A search timeline has been developed and the town manager position advertisement, Town Profile and position requirements, sample
interview questions, and candidate evaluation matrix have been updated and reviewed by the Recruitment Committee at their March
8 meeting. The recommended draft documents will be presented for Council review and discussion at their March 15, 2018 Regular
Meeting.
The position will be advertised by the end of March in the local newspapers as well as on professional sites such as the Virginia
Municipal League, the Virginia Association of Counties, the International City-County Management Association / Virginia Local
Government Managers Association, the American Planning Association, League of Women in Government, and the Engaging Local
Government Leaders Network, as well exposure on the Virginia Institute of Government listserve. The position advertisement and
information will also be posted on the town’s website at www.capecharles.org under Employment Opportunities.
More information will be provided as we go through this process.

RECYCLING FACILITIES
Northampton County provides several Recycling Facilities that accept plastic, glass, newspaper,
cardboard, aluminum and steel cans, waste oil and batteries. Large or bulky household items
occasionally needing disposal by a resident will also be accepted and transported to a disposal site.
There are 5 locations throughout the County. The closest location to the Town is in Bayview at 22564
Bayview Circle.
The hours of operation are Monday – Saturday 7:30 AM – 6 PM; Sunday 1 PM – 6 PM.
More information can be located on the Northampton County website at www.co.northampton.va.us/departments/landfill.html.

CAPE CHARLES BOARD VACANCY UPDATE
Thank you to all the citizens who submitted applications for the various town boards and
commission! Interviews for the Library Board and Board of Zoning Appeals have been
scheduled for March 22, 2018.
The individual who was stepping down from the Historic District Review Board (HDRB)
reconsidered his decision and will be continuing his service on the board. The HDRB by-laws
state that a member would continue to serve on the board until a replacement had been
appointed. No replacement has yet been appointed by Council and the individual has not
missed an HDRB meeting.
If you live in the Town and are interested in serving on any of the town’s boards or
commission, please complete the Application for Board and Commission and return it to
Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to
clerk@capecharles.org. Your application will be kept on file until a vacancy occurs.
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LEAD PAINT REGULATIONS
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With all the renovations currently being done within the Historic District on
homes constructed prior to 1978, we wanted to pass along some important
information regarding lead-based paint and Lead Paint Regulations.
Citizens need to be aware of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
regulations regarding the dangers of Lead Based Paint and the actions that
should be taken when any Renovation, Repair, and Painting projects are
performed on your property.
According to the EPA website, to protect against the risk of lead poisoning, the
EPA has issued the Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule. It requires that firms
performing renovation, repair, and painting projects that disturb lead-based
paint in pre-1978 homes, child care facilities and schools use certified renovators
who have been trained by EPA-approved training providers to follow lead-safe
work practices. All homes built prior to 1978 must be treated as if they
contain lead until a test can prove otherwise.
You can go to the EPA’s website to learn more
about the dangers of Lead Paint.
If your house was built prior to 1978 and you want to hire someone for a Renovation, Repair, and
Painting project, ask to see their required EPA certification. You can search for certified contractors on
the EPA’s website as well.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friday, March 9, 2018:
Community Enhancement Program Board Work Session with DHCD Representative Kyle Meyer, 9:00 AM at the Cape
Charles Coffee House. AGENDA
Monday, March 12, 2018:
Community Enhancement Program Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Town Hall Conference Room. AGENDA
Wednesday, March 14, 2018:
Library Board / Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library Joint Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, March 15, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Town Council Executive Session, immediately following the Regular Meeting. AGENDA
Tuesday, March 20, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, March 26, 2018:
Community Enhancement Program Board Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, April 5, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, April 9, 2018:
Community Enhancement Program Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 10, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, April 11, 2018:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Monday, April 16, 2018:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 17, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, April 19, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, April 23, 2018:
Community Enhancement Program Board Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, April 26, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
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CAPE CHARLES MEMORIAL LIBRARY OUTREACH PROGRAM
In January of this year, Sharon Silvey had the pleasure of meeting with
Ms. Subrina Parker-Owens, Principal of Kiptopeke Elementary School
(KES) to discuss some exciting ways for the Cape Charles Memorial
Library (CCML) and KES to collaborate with and support each other in the
coming year.
Outreach began a few weeks ago when Sharon had the opportunity to visit
the three kindergarten classes at Kiptopeke – visiting with each class
twice! (This particular outreach program is based on STEAM education:
Science Technology Engineering Art Math.)
With the first class, Sharon read a variation of The Three Little Pigs with
students and discussed the different types of materials and structures the
pigs chose and cause and effect of their choices (engineering and art).
During her second visit with this class, the students were given different materials and encouraged to build structures strong enough
to withstand “the big bad wolf”. Materials used were plastic straws for straw, popsicle sticks for sticks, and KEVA planks for bricks.
Students worked in small groups, which encouraged teamwork and communication skills.
Sharon read several books about shapes with the second and third classes and discussed how simple shapes put together could
become something more (art and math). In one class, Sharon asked the students, “What can a circle be?” and received 12 different
answers! During her second visit to these classes, she and the students completed an art project. For inspiration they began their
morning creating with blocks and magnets of different shapes and sizes. Students then created a piece of art inspired by artist Paul
Klee – using only triangles, squares, lines, and a circle.

Submitted by Sharon Silvey, Assistant Librarian at Cape Charles Memorial Library

Photo courtesy of
Jim Granger
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VOICE MESSAGE OPTION ADDED TO NIXLE ALERTS!
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle Via Voice Message
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and the Nixle Mobile App. The town recently upgraded its service
to add the option for voice messages.
If you have already registered and would like to add your landline or cell phone number(s) to receive voice messages, please go to
Nixle.com, log into your account and update your notification preferences.
If you still need to register, there are several ways for you to do so:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text
to your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.
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EASTERN SHORE OF VIRGINIA TOURISM COMMISSION’S
ANNUAL TOURISM SUMMIT
The Eastern Shore of Virginia Tourism Commission will
be holding their Annual Tourism Summit on Monday,
April 9, 2018, at the Eastern Shore Community College
at 29300 Lankford Highway in Melfa, from 9:30 a.m.
until 2:30 p.m. Admission is free, but registration is
required as seating is limited. Lunch will be provided at
no cost.
Please click here for more information and to register!

SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an
email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we
can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•

3/12/18: Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library Afternoon Tea with Novelist Joe Coccaro, 3:00 PM, Civic Center
3/30/18: Ecumenical Stations of the Cross Service, 3:00 PM, Central Park
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
4/27/18:
Blessing of the Fleet
o
4/28/18:
Eastern Shore of Virginia House & Garden Tour in Cape Charles
o
5/28/18:
American Legion Post 56 Memorial Day Ceremony
o
7/4/18:
July 4th Celebrations
o
9/11/18:
9-11 Memorial
o
11/11/18:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/1/18:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/18:
5th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot
For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.

Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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