Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: April 13, 2018
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or
have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides information on actions
being undertaken or being considered by the Town government, upcoming activities in the Town,
important public safety and security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular mail to 2
Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will find up-todate information about the operation of the Town government.

CAPE CHARLES CANDIDATES’ FORUM
SPONSORED BY THE CAPE CHARLES ROTARY CLUB & CAPE CHARLES BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
APRIL 15, 2018
The Rotary Club of Cape Charles and the Cape Charles Business
Association will jointly sponsor a public forum for the seven Cape
Charles Town Council candidates as well as for the two Mayoral
candidates on Sunday afternoon, April 15, 2018, from 1:30 p.m.
until 5:00 p.m., at the Historic Palace Theatre on Mason Avenue
in Cape Charles. This will be the only opportunity for the voting
residents of Cape Charles to evaluate all of the candidates at a
neutral venue this year, and it is hoped and anticipated that all of
the candidates will participate.
The forum's first hour will be devoted to the two mayoral
candidates, and the subsequent two hours will be devoted to the
seven council candidates. In each portion, the candidates will
each be given an opportunity to introduce themselves and will
then be asked to answer each of three questions which will have
been sent to them in advance; they will then be asked questions
originating from the audience that afternoon.
The sessions will be moderated by Rev. Felton Sessions. All interested citizens are encouraged to attend.

MAY 1, 2018 IS ELECTION DAY!
On May 1, 2018, the Town of Cape Charles will hold elections for the position of
Mayor and three Town Council seats. The polls will be open from 6:00 a.m. – 7:00
p.m.
The deadline to request an absentee ballot to be mailed to you is April 24, 2018.
Your request must be received by your Registrar by 5:00 p.m.
The deadline to request an absentee ballot by appearing in person in 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 28, 2018.
You can go to the Virginia Department of Elections Citizen Portal to access your Virginia voter record to update your registration,
apply to vote absentee, and view your polling place, election district, absentee ballot status, voting history and what’s on your ballot
for the upcoming election.
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CAPE CHARLES TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL ELECTION SCHEDULED
On March 13, 2018, Northampton County Circuit Court Judge W. Revell Lewis, III
signed the order granting a Writ of Special Election to fill the vacancy on the
Cape Charles Town Council with a term expiring on June 30, 2020. The special
election has been scheduled for November 6, 2018.
Per the Northampton County Registrar Terrence Flynn, the filing
deadline for candidates for the November 6th Special Election is Tuesday,
June 12, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.
Candidacy requirements for individuals seeking to run for office may be found at
the Virginia State Board of Elections website and/or contact the Northampton
County Voter Registrar’s Office at 757-678-0480.

2018 GOLF CART DECALS
Golf cart safety inspections and decals are due for the 2018 season no later than April 15, 2108 for
golf carts driven on public roads within the Town of Cape Charles. The decals are good through
April 14, 2019.
You may schedule an appointment for a safety inspection with either Eastern Shore Custom Carts
at
(757) 999-2278 or Interstate Equipment Service at (757) 999-2006. Please click the appropriate
link below for more information.
2018 Golf Cart Registration Form / 2018 Golf Cart Inspection Form

2017 & 2018 BUSINESS LICENSES
2017 Business, Professional & Occupational License Taxes are due to the Town of Cape Charles by April 16, 2018 based on
gross receipts and the tax rate applicable to each business.
2018 Business, Professional & Occupational License Tax forms are available by clicking the appropriate link below or by calling the
Finance Department at 757-331-2979 or by emailing libby.luettinger@capecharles.org.
2018 BPOL Form (Retail, Business Services, Professional, Wholesale, Utilities) / 2018 BPOL Form (Contractor)
2018 BPOL Form (Vacation Rental & Rental Management Business)

WATER SYSTEM FLUSH
Monday, April 16, 2018, through Tuesday, April 17, 2018, beginning at 9:00 PM and continuing until 2:00 AM each night, the
Town of Cape Charles Utility Department will be conducting a system flush of the water system in the historic district. The water
system flush in the Bay Creek neighborhoods will be scheduled in May.
You are cautioned not to use water at that time. Sediment could be drawn into the residence water lines. When done, the system
should quickly return to normal.
For questions, please call Dave Fauber at (757) 695-1025 or Scottie Neville at (540) 845-9269.
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PERMIT TECHNICIAN CONNIE DRUMMOND
Connie Drummond, who joined the Cape Charles Building Department in January 2016, obtained her
Permit Technician Certification on the national level on March 19, 2018 and received her Virginia State
Certification on March 23, 2018. She has attended over 40 hours of in-class training and spent over
20 hours for online training and studying working towards certification. Thank you, Connie, for your
commitment made to the town!
Please join us in congratulating her certifications! Next time you visit the Town offices, please stop by
the Building Department to personally congratulate her on the big achievement!

RULES FOR SIGNS
Signs shall not be posted where government business is transacted, since members of the public coming to transact their business
should not think there is an expectation of favoritism of influence. That pertains to the Civic Center (inside and outside) and Town
Hall (inside and outside). Open space, town-owned public property constitutes a public forum and are acceptable places to locate
signs according to the following time, place, and manner rules.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Signs on town-owned public property shall not exceed two (2) square foot in size.
Signs on town-owned public property shall not be affixed to any structure but shall be free standing and ground-mounted in
style.
Signs on town-owned public property shall not restrict the physical movement of any person or motor vehicle.
Signs on town-owned public property shall not impair pedestrian and/or motorist line of sight.
Signs on town-owned public property shall be removed within twenty-four (24) hours from the close of the voting on May 1,
2018.
Signs shall not be placed on town-owned public property either on the grounds or inside or outside the buildings at 2 Plum
Street (Town Hall) and 500 Tazewell Avenue (Civic Center).
The Virginia Department of Transportation regulates the signage on their property, not the Town of Cape Charles, - direct
questions, comments, or concerns to that agency.
Signs on private property are placed by way of agreement between the parties.
Signs on private property shall not obstruct pedestrian movement and/or motor vehicle traffic, nor impair vision and line of
sight.

CAPE CHARLES BOARD MEMBER UPDATE
On March 22, 2018, the Cape Charles Town Council held interviews for the Library Board
and Board of Zoning Appeals.
Ms. Cathy Fox was appointed to the Library Board and will be completing a term which
expires on August 8, 2020. Ms. Ellen O’Brien was appointed as an alternate to fill an
opening that will come available on August 8, 2018. The Library Board oversees the Cape
Charles Memorial Library and meets monthly on the second Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. The
Board consists of seven members each serving four-year terms.
Mr. Paul Grossman was appointed to the Board of Zoning Appeals and will be completing a
term which expires on October 31, 2020. Board of Zoning Appeals members also have to
take an oath of office at the Northampton County Circuit Court. Mr. Grossman was sworn in
by the deputy circuit court clerk on March 23, 2018. The Board of Zoning Appeals hears
zoning appeals and reviews variance and special exception applications and meets as
needed. The Board of Zoning Appeals consists of five members each serving five-year
terms.
Please join us in congratulating the newest members of the two boards!
If you live in the Town and are interested in serving on any of the town’s boards or commission, we welcome your application!
Please complete the Application for Board and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles,
VA 23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org. Your application will be kept on file until a vacancy occurs.
For more information on the various town boards, please visit the Boards and Commissions page on the town’s website.
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DOWNTOWN PARKING LOT AVAILABLE

In the past several weeks the downtown parking lot
has been improved with the installation of identified
parking stalls, graded gravel to improve drainage,
and pedestrian signage. At the direction of the Town
Council, the dumpsters are being relocated as well.
Parking is one-way with a west to east directional flow. Drivers will enter the
lot off Mason Avenue at the war memorial and exit near the Peach Street
intersection.

BAGGING OF YARD DEBRIS
With spring here and the temperatures warming up, the Public Works Department has issued a
reminder asking citizens NOT to rake or blow grass and plant clippings or other yard debris into
the streets. Doing so will clog up the storm drains which will lead to flooding that could severely
damage personal property. Please do your part to keep the yard debris out of the street by
bagging them for proper pick-up.
Please note that our recycler only accepts biodegradable bags.
Yard debris placed on the curb in non-biodegradable bags will NOT be
picked up. You can arrange for a special pick-up by contacting the
Utility Clerk Kathy Fraas at 757-331-6901. Please note that there will
be a $5 per bag charge for this special pick-up.
Thank you for your assistance!

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday, April 16, 2018:
Planning Commission & Town Council Joint Public Hearing & Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the
Civic Center. AGENDA
Tuesday, April 17, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Wednesday, April 18, 2018:
Wetlands & Coastal Dune Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, April 19, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Town Council Executive Session, immediately following regular meeting. AGENDA
Monday, April 23, 2018:
Community Enhancement Program Board Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, April 26, 2018:
Town Council Budget Work Session, 5:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, May 1, 2018:
Election Day for Cape Charles Mayor and Three Council Positions, Polls are open from 6:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, May 3, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, May 9, 2018:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Thursday, May 10, 2018:
Town Council Budget Work Session, 5:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, May 15, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, March 15, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, May 28, 2018:
Town Offices Closed in Observance of Memorial Day
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CAPE CHARLES COMMUNITY TRAIL, PHASE 3
Phase 3 of the Community Trail will encompass improvements to the block of south Peach Street between Randolph and Mason
Avenues, and the south entrance to Central Park. The trail alignment will be on both the east and west sides of the street, similar to
north Peach Street. The trail will connect to the new paver walkway recently installed on the south side of Mason Avenue. A head-in
diagonal parking median will be created with a semi-pervious surface. The median and parallel curb-side parking will provide 29
parking spaces. New lighting will be included for both the trail and parking median. The planned improvements to the Central Park
south entrance will correct problems at the intersection of the existing trail exiting the Park and the public alley, as well as providing
a semi-pervious parking surface. This will minimize damage caused by vendors and other vehicles associated with events in the
Park.
We are now at the 60% design phase. The site plan has been made available for public review on the Town’s website under the
Planning and Zoning tab, as well as in the Planner’s office. We have received several comments since publication of the 30% design
plans, most of which we will be able to accommodate as the plans are refined. A summary of the comments is available on the
Town’s website under the Planning and Zoning tab. We are awaiting completion of VDOT review before proceeding to the 90%
design milestone. The start of construction is planned for the fall of 2018.
Any additional comments may be provided to Bob Panek at bob.panek@capecharles.org, or 757-331-3259, x19.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Cape Charles Town Council and the Town Planning Commission will hold joint public hearings on
Monday April 16, 2018 at 6:00 pm in the Town Civic Center at 500 Tazewell Avenue, Cape Charles
to receive comment on the following: an application for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a bed and
breakfast\tourist home at 727 Tazewell Avenue (tax map# 83A4-1-28); proposed text amendment
to zoning ordinance Article III, Sections 3.2.F.2, and 3.2.C.7 regulating the maximum dwelling unit
square footage in the Residential – 1 District, and setting non-conforming square footage dwelling
units as a conditional use in that zoning district; proposed text amendment to zoning ordinance
Article III, Sections 3.13.B and C permitted and conditional uses in the Industrial District M – 2.
Immediately following close of the public hearings, the Planning Commission will meet in their regular
monthly meeting to consider these items.
Information on these public hearing items can be viewed in the Town Planner’s Office at 2 Plum Street Cape Charles Town Hall, or
obtained by phone at 757-331-3259 x15, or email at larry.dire@capecharles.org

Photo courtesy of
Jim Granger

A huge “Thank You” to Jim Granger for sharing
his photographs of some of the most beautiful
sunsets in Cape Charles!
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CAPE CHARLES HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S LOW COUNTRY SHRIMP BOIL
APRIL 28, 2018, 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM
The Cape Charles Historical Society will hold its traditional Low Country Shrimp Boil on
Garden Day - Saturday, April 28, 2018 at the Cape Charles Museum from 5:00 – 9:00 PM.
The menu features the famous Alabama shrimp boil recipe - shrimp cooked with red
potatoes, special “Old Timer” smoked sausage shipped in from Alabama, corn on the cob,
onions and peppers. Other accompaniments include homemade rolls and coleslaw, dessert
and beverages, with wine and draft beer available. Food will be served from 5:00 – 7:00
PM. Seating is available inside the Museum or outdoors under the tent.
Live music by the popular Grassafrass Band! There will be a Silent Auction in the adjoining
Bloxom Station Building (donations welcome) and the traditional 50/50 raffle.
Tickets are $40 for adults, $15 for children 7 to
12, and children under 7 free. Tickets are
available by cash or check from Periwinkles at 215 Mason Avenue in Cape Charles, or by
credit card* from our website Capecharlesmuseum.org. Tickets will also be available at the
Museum starting April 21. A limited number, pending availability, may be available at the
door.
Event sponsors are most welcome. Sponsorships start at $120, which includes 2 free
tickets. Contact Kimb Denny at 757-607-6483 for more information.
The Museum will open for the season on April 22.
* Credit cards have $2 surcharge per ticket to cover card fees; credit cards also accepted at the Museum
Information provided by Marion Naar, Cape Charles Historical Society
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EASTERN SHORE OF VIRGINIA HOUSE AND GARDEN TOUR
Over one week in April, nearly 25,000 visitors tour beautiful homes and gardens
across Virginia during the height of the spring blooming season. Presented by the
Garden Club of Virginia, Historic Garden Week encompasses 25 tours organized and
hosted by member clubs. For 85 years, the nation’s only statewide house and
garden tour has contributed to our state and regional economies. The economic
impact of Historic Garden Week over the last 45 years is estimated to be over $425
million.
Sponsored by the Garden Club of the Eastern Shore, this year’s Eastern Shore tour
takes place on Saturday, April 28, 2018, featuring 6 properties within close
proximity to each other and centered in Cape Charles. Historic Garden Week on the
Eastern Shore is always a tremendous draw for visitors from across the country,
and even some international guests. Known for the warmth of its residents, the
serenity of its waterfronts, the richness of its land and, most especially, the charm
of its homes – the tour showcases the fine maritime, railway and agricultural heritage of the Eastern Shore. We cordially invite you
to “meet” the 6 homes that will be open on Saturday, April 28, 2018:
EYRE HALL: A National Historic Landmark, Eyre Hall is an acclaimed ancestral property offering a rare picture of colonial plantation
life. The key to Eyre Hall’s remarkable preservation lies in its descent through eight generations of the same family. Today, Eyre Hall
visitors are delighted to find that the refined but soft-spoken style of its creators remains wonderfully in place. The past also lives in
the garden, where venerable crepe myrtles tower above parterres enclosed by ancient boxwood and set off by colorful mixed
borders. Beyond the house and garden, broad stretches of open fields and long views over Cherrystone Creek complete the placid
panorama awaiting visitors to this perennial centerpiece of the Eastern Shore tour.
THE WILSON’S BUILDING: While Cape Charles was a bustling railroad town, the original Wilson’s Department Store was the tallest
building on the Shore. Today this brick structure houses galleries and shops at the street level, and spacious loft condominiums
above. Visitors to this fourth floor home will be impressed by the expansive view of street life below and marina and bay views
beyond. Favorite family furnishings from the 18th and 19th centuries are mixed with new works by local Eastern Shore chair makers,
wood carvers and mosaic tile artists. Tall ceilings, fresh shiplap paneling and exposed brick walls add light and warmth to this unique
home.
6 TAZEWELL AVE: Located steps from the beach, this residence was built in 1912 by W.H. Lambertson who is credited with
constructing more than half the homes in the town of Cape Charles from the 1880s through the 1940s. Known to locals as the “Dodd
House,” the home was occupied by the Horner/Dodd family across multiple generations for an impressive 84 years. The large,
curved, wrap-around porch sets this property apart from other homes in town. In 2011 6 Tazewell underwent a significant
renovation, transforming this century-old home to a comfortable setting for modern family living.
BAYHOLME: This grand neo-classic style house was built in in 1914. The home’s location reveals an interesting segment of the
town’s growth when dredging its harbor at the turn of the 20th century created a new expanse of land known as “sea cottage.” The
house overlooks the Chesapeake Bay through 100-year-old ash trees. Designed to capture the bay’s breezes, Bayholme has a
generous 900-square-foot columned porch which wraps around three sides of the first floor and balconies on each of the second and
third floors.
TIDES POINTE: Situated on historic Old Plantation Creek in Bay Creek, this grand brick home was built in 2014. The arched entry of
an open foyer leads to living spaces highlighted by collections and pieces curated from the homeowners’ extensive world travels.
Works by local Eastern Shore artists are displayed throughout. A pierced wall serves as a framework for informal gardens designed
to include an optimal number of Eastern Shore native plants, creating a welcoming habitat for migrating species. A herringbone brick
path leads the way through a lovely sitting garden.
SERENITY: The porches and patios of this contemporary English manor home provide scenic vistas of the Chesapeake Bay. Situated
amidst tall pine trees on a golf course in Bay Creek on land first surveyed by Capt. John Smith, the home was built in 2015. Old and
new converge at this location rich in Virginia history. The home looks out onto the mouth of Old Plantation Creek, a site that played a
significant role in Bacon’s Rebellion in 1676. Bay Creek was developed on land belonging to Littleton Waller Tazewell, the 26th
governor of Virginia (1834-1836). Inside, guests are greeted by a dramatic spiral staircase and a light-filled, open floor plan that is
offset by striking colors, fabrics and custom woodwork.
Advance tickets ($40) available locally through Thursday, April 26 at all Eastern Shore Zenith Bank locations; The Book Bin; Ker
Place and Rayfield’s Pharmacy (Nassawadox, Cape Charles) or online: www.vagardenweek.org
NEW FOR 2018: Tickets available at TWO LOCATIONS day of tour, April 28 ($45) – Tour Headquarters (2 Bahama Road, Cape
Charles) and Eyre Hall (Cheriton).
The tour is made possible by generous sponsors and volunteers. For complete details, visit: www.esgardentours.com and follow on
social media; Facebook: Historic Garden Week on the Eastern Shore / Instagram: @hgweasternshore.
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an
email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we
can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•

4/15/18:

Cape Charles Candidate Forum, 1:30 PM, Historic Palace Theatre. Sponsored by the Cape Charles Rotary Club
and Cape Charles Business Association.
4/27/18: Blessing of the Fleet, 6:00 PM – 10:00 PM
4/28/18: Eastern Shore of Virginia House & Garden Tour in Cape Charles, 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
4/28/18: Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library Lunch & Learn Series – “Alone at Sea with God and Social Security”
presented by Jack van Ommen, Noon – 1:30 PM, Civic Center
4/28/18: New Roots Youth Garden Blessing of the Worms, 3:00 PM
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
5/28/18:
American Legion Post 56 Memorial Day Ceremony
o
7/4/18:
July 4th Celebrations
o
9/11/18:
9-11 Memorial
o
11/11/18:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/1/18:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/18:
5th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot
For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.

Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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