Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: May 8, 2019
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape
Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette
provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town
government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security issues
and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by
regular mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will
find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

NOTE FROM MAYOR DIZE
My first Town Hall session was held on Wednesday, May 1, 2019, at the Cape Charles Civic Center. There were about 10 citizens in
attendance for the first session. The main topic of discussion was the Fiscal Year 2020 budget which was finalized at the April 25,
2019 Town Council work session.
If you were unable to attend the Town Hall meeting last week, the video has been placed on the Town’s website as well as on the
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles Facebook page for viewing.
My next Town Hall session is scheduled for Wednesday, September 4, 2019, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Civic Center.
In the meantime, if you need to contact me, please feel free to email me at mayor@capecharles.org and we can schedule a time to
talk or meet if needed.
Thank you!

SHORT TERM AND SEASONAL RENTALS
Short term vacation and seasonal rentals are an important part of Cape Charles’ local economy. These
rental units contribute to the transient occupancy tax base, and the seasonal visitors contribute to local
sales and meals tax revenues. To ensure that these rentals units are appropriately safe, and property
owners are accountable, the town requires certain regulations are met before properties can be listed as a
vacation or seasonal rental.
These rental units are required to obtain a town business license, register as a vendor for transient
occupancy tax, collect and pay transient occupancy taxes, and pass a general safety inspection. The town
building official performs inspections for general compliance with the building, fire and life safety codes.
Out of the inspection process the building official determines the acceptable occupancy limit for each property. However, some
property owners are posting occupancy limits (as number of people who can sleep in the unit) above that approved through the
inspection process. Town staff regularly checks social media and vacation rental online platforms. One current listing states that a
fifth bedroom has “3 day-beds with a trundle plus 1 futon (room can sleep 7-8).” This is clearly not the case, and not approved by
the building official. Staff regularly contacts property owners advertising on such online platforms to ensure that advertisements
conform to the conditions approved through the inspection process.
If you have any questions about the town’s inspection and licensing of vacation/seasonal rental units, please contact the building
department at 757-331-2176.
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WATER SYSTEM FLUSH
Monday, May 13, 2019, through Wednesday, May 15, 2019, beginning at 10:00 PM and
continuing until midnight each night, the Town of Cape Charles Utility Department will be conducting
a system flush of the water system in all districts of the Town.
You are cautioned not to use water at that time. Sediment could be drawn into the residence
water lines. When done, the system should quickly return to normal.
For questions, please call Dave Fauber at (757) 695-1025 or Scottie Neville at (540) 845-9269.

PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL DAY AND NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
The Congress and President of the United States have designated May 15th as Peace Officers’
Memorial Day and the week in which May 15th falls as National Police Week.
The members of the Cape Charles Police Department play an essential role in safeguarding
the rights and freedoms of the citizens of the Town and provide a vital public service. It is
important that all citizens know and understand the duties, responsibilities, hazards, and
sacrifices of the Police Department and that members of the Cape Charles Police Department
recognize their duty to serve the people by safeguarding life and property, but protecting
them against violence and disorder, and by protecting the innocent against deception and the
weak against oppression.
At their April 11, 2019 Regular Meeting, the Cape Charles Town Council adopted
Proclamation 20190411C proclaiming May 15, 2019, as Peace Officers’ Memorial Day, in
honor of those law enforcement officers who, through their courageous deeds, have made
the ultimate sacrifice in service to their community or have become disabled in the performance of duty, and the week of May 12-18,
2018 as National Police Week to publicly salute the service of law enforcement officers in our community and in communities across
the nation.

MAY IS BUILDING SAFETY MONTH
International Codes is the most widely adopted building safety, energy and fire
prevention codes in the nation and are used by most states, counties, cities and
towns. The building codes also include safeguards to protect the public from
natural disasters such as hurricanes, snowstorms, tornadoes, wildland fires,
floods and earthquakes.
Building Safety Month is sponsored by the International Code Council to remind
the public about the critical role of our communities’ largely unknown guardians
of public safety – the local code officials – who assure us of safe, efficient and
livable buildings. Each year in observance of Building Safety Month, Americans
are asked to consider projects to improve building safety and sustainability at home and in the community and to acknowledge the
essential service provided to us by the local and state building departments in protecting lives and property.
This year’s theme is “No Code. No Confidence.” and encourages all Americans to raise awareness of the importance of building safe
and resilient construction; fire prevention; disaster mitigation, and new technologies in the construction industry. Building Safety
Month 2019 encourages appropriate steps everyone can take to ensure that the places where we live, learn, work, worship and play
are safe and recognizes that countless lives have been saved due to the implementation of safety codes by local and state agencies.
At their April 11, 2019 Regular Meeting, the Cape Charles Town Council adopted Proclamation 20190411A proclaiming the month of
May 2019 as Building Safety Month and encourages the Town’s citizens to join with our community in participating in Building Safety
Month activities as described above.
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NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK - MAY 19 – 25, 2019
“IT STARTS HERE”
Public works infrastructure, facilities and services are of vital
importance to sustainable communities and to the health,
safety and well-being of the citizens of Cape Charles. The
facilities and services could not be provided without the
dedicated efforts of the Public Works crew.
National Public Works Weeks is a time to celebrate the tens
of thousands of men and women in North America who
provide and maintain the infrastructure and services
collectively known as public works. The Week seeks to
enhance the prestige of the often-unsung heroes of our
society – the professionals who serve the public good every day with quiet dedication.
National Public Works Week is observed each year during the third full week of May. Through National Public Works Week and other
efforts, the American Public Works Association seeks to raise the public's awareness of public works issues and to increase
confidence in public works employees who are dedicated to improving the quality of life for present and future generations.
Please join us in celebrating the week of May 19-25, 2019 as National Public Works Week and in thanking our wonderful crew –
Director Dave Fauber, Foreman John Lockwood, Rick Finley, Willie Lyons, Demetrius Spady and Dejohn Stratton!

NOTICE OF CAPE CHARLES BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS PUBLIC HEARING
The Cape Charles Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 10:00
am in the Cape Charles Civic Center, located at 500 Tazewell Avenue, to receive public comment on an
application for a variance from fence height requirements for a proposed addition at 402 Randolph Ave
(tax map# 83A3-1-593).
The applications are available for public review in the Town Planner’s office located at 2 Plum Street
during regular business hours and will be placed online at www.capecharles.org, under Agendas and
Minutes/Board of Zoning Appeals the early part of next week .
Please contact Town Planner Zach Ponds at 757-331-2036, or by email at planner@capecharles.org if you have any questions or
require additional information. Anyone interested in attending and needing special assistance please contact the Town at least fortyeight hours before the hearing.
The Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a meeting immediately following the public hearing to consider the requests.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Thursday, May 16, 2019:
Town Council Regular Meeting & Executive Session, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA (The remainder of the packet
will be posted online on May 13th.)
Tuesday, May 21, 2019:
Board of Zoning Appeals Public Hearing & Meeting, 10:00 AM, at the Civic
Center.
Historic District Review Board Work Session, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center.
Monday, May 27, 2019:
Town Offices closed in observance of Memorial Day
Tuesday, June 4, 2019:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center.
Thursday, June 6, 2019:
Town Council Budget Public Hearing & Special Meeting, 6:30 PM, at the Civic
Center.
Wednesday, June 12, 2019:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM, at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Tuesday, June 18, 2019:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center.
Thursday, June 20, 2019:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM, at the Civic Center.
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AROUND TOWN HALL
1. It’s clear to see that change has come to the 40 acres previously occupied by the railroad yard.
Tracks and railcars are gone, buildings have been relocated. The site, currently zoned as Harbor
District and under the development review purview of the Harbor Area Review Board (HARB), is
available for future development. To ensure that any future development best meets the town’s
needs and complies with adopted town planning documents and regulations, a Harbor Committee
study group comprised of two members each of the Town Council (Paul Grossman and Cela Burge),
the Planning Commission (Bill Stramm and Michael Strub), and the HARB (Ralph Orzo and Stuart
Smith) is reviewing documents to make recommendations to the Planning Commission. For more
information,
please
contact
Town
Planner
Zach
Ponds
at
757-331-2036
or
planner@capecharles.org. The following describes progress to date:
•
The Harbor Committee is exploring alternative zoning options such as Planned Unit
Developments (PUD) and Village Districts.
•
Maintaining view sheds and open spaces per current town planning documents.
•
Development will be consistent with the character and heritage of Cape Charles to include walkability and transportation
circulation.
Several documents drive the town’s historic preservation program. These include the Secretary of Interior standards, town zoning
ordinance, town historic district design guidelines, town comprehensive plan, and town preservation plan. After nearly a quarter
century, the town preservation plan is being re-written. Faculty and staff from the Public History Center at Christopher Newport
University were contracted to study and re-draft the document. Community input meetings and surveys are an important part of
this process which also includes an extensive literature of academic and preservation practitioner current approaches. Community
input will continue through the summer and information can be found on the town website, Facebook page, and monthly Gazette.
Don’t miss out. Be part of this process to preserve our past for the benefit of future generations.
2. The Fiscal Year 2020 budget was finalized at the April 25, 2019 Town Council work session and the public hearing has been scheduled
for June 6, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at the Civic Center. The advertisement will be posted on the town website and Facebook page.
3. Most dog owners know that their pets love to play in the water at the beach. Please remember that from April 1 st through Labor
Day, dogs are only permitted on the beach between the hours of 9:00 PM to 9:00 AM per Town Code § 50-191. If you have your
dog on the beach during the permitted hours, please be courteous and pick up the waste. There are a number of doggie waste
stations along the boardwalk which contain bags for your convenience. At all times, throughout the Town, dogs must remain under
the owner’s control. Thank you for your cooperation!
4. With the busy spring/summer season upon us, effective May 1, the Public Works crew has been working on weekends to ensure
that the trash receptacles in the business district are being emptied regularly and the public restrooms are kept clean.
5. The town’s website includes a Report a Concern feature that allows members of the public to report a variety of concerns, such as
safety issues, tall grass, debris, park, lighting, etc., by completing a simple online form. Your report is then forwarded to the
appropriate department and town manager for review and action. For a quicker response, we encourage everyone to use this
feature vs. emailing individual staff or Council members. Please understand that this feature is not to be used to report an
emergency situation. In the event of an emergency, please dial 911.
6. To keep the Council and citizens abreast of various activity, Town Manager Larry DiRe has been providing a Weekly Activity
Report, which is posted on the town’s website and also linked to the town’s Facebook page. If you are interested in reviewing the
weekly report, please sign up for e-Notifications.

A CAPE CHARLES CENTURY:
TRIVIA AND TALES OF CAPE CHARLES’ PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
The 100th Anniversary Committee of the Cape Charles Memorial Library is pleased to announce A
Cape Charles Century - Trivia and Tales of Cape Charles’ Past, Present, and Future, Saturday, May 11
from 7:00 to 9:00 PM at the Historic Palace Theatre. Trivia Game Host Eric Hack returns to Hack
Your Brain with Cape Charles Trivia from the past 100 years. In addition, storytellers will delight us
with tales of Cape Charles’ Past Present and Future, featuring Tom Godwin, stories from the
Rosenwald School Restoration Initiative, Dennis Custis – ESVA Historian, Virginia Savage - telling
tales of the Library’s past, Tammy Holloway with Cape Charles Main Street Project sharing tales of
the future, and Mrs. Santa Claus telling stories of the fun we have here in Virginia’s Cape.
Adults ~ $10.00, students ~ $5.00. Tickets available at eventbrite.com or by calling (757) 695-4192. Tickets also available at the
door, cash and checks only, please. A cash bar will be available.
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Friday, May 24, 2019
7:00 PM
Cape Charles Central Park
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CAPE CHARLES BOARDS AND COMMISSION UPDATE
Please join us in welcoming the newest members of the Historic District Review Board! On May 2,
2019, the Cape Charles Town Council appointed Kerry Shackelford and Edward Eichman to the
board. Edward Wells and Herbert Thom were named as the first and second alternates to the board
and will be appointed to the board as vacancies occur.
The Town currently has vacancies on the Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals. If you
are a citizen of the Town of Cape Charles and are interested in serving on the Planning Commission
or Board of Zoning Appeals, or any of the Town’s boards, please complete the Application for
Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA
23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org.
Thank you to all the members of the Town’s Boards and Planning Commission for volunteering their time to serve the community in
this capacity! We value the knowledge that you bring to the group and your continued dedication to the Town.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF CAPE CHARLES FACEBOOK PAGE
As part of the Town’s improved communications initiative, we launched our Facebook page (Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles)
on February 13, 2019. This page provides a variety of information useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as
those having any interest in our Town’s government. We will be posting information regarding actions being considered by the Town
government, upcoming Town Council and Board meetings, upcoming Town-sponsored activities and events, important public safety
and security issues and emergency announcements.
To follow us, please click the image below and make sure to invite your friends to like us as well!

Photo courtesy of
Jim Granger

April 9, 2019
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the Town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its Community Notification
System to alert residents in real-time for localized emergency situations and relevant community
advisories via text, email, web, social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget, which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications you
can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar
Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at
any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would like to see added to the site, please submit
your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape
Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•

5/24/19: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival - U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band - Rhythm in Blue, 7:00 PM, Central
Park
5/27/19: Memorial Day Ceremony, 11:00 AM, at the Cape Charles War Memorial on Mason Avenue
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
7/4/19:
July 4th Celebrations
o
7/6/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival - The English Channel, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
7/13/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Few Miles South, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
7/20/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – J & The Band, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
7/27/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – The Bobby Blackhat Band, 7:00PM, Central Park
o
8/3/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Jahfree Jones w/Eastern Shore All Stars, 7:00 PM Central Park
o
8/10/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Josh Grigsby and County Line, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
8/17/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – U.S. Navy Fleet Forces Pops, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
8/24/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Forte Jazz, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
8/31/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Schooner or Later, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
9/11/19:
9-11 Memorial Ceremony
o
11/11/19:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/7/19:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/19:
6th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot
For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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