Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: May 11, 2018
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape
Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides
information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town government,
upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security issues and emergency
announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular
mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will
find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

2018 CAPE CHARLES ELECTION RESULTS
On May 1, 2018, the Town of Cape Charles held elections for the positions of Mayor and three Town
Council seats.
Please join us in congratulating the newly-elected officials: Mayor-elect William “Smitty” Dize,
Councilman-elect Paul Grossman, and Councilwoman-elect Tammy Holloway. Chris Bannon was also reelected to Council for another term.
Their terms will be effective July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2022.

CAPE CHARLES TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL ELECTION
A Special Election has been scheduled for November 6, 2018 to fill the vacancy
created when former Councilwoman Dora Sullivan resigned her position on the
Council. This individual elected to this position would serve until June 30, 2020.
Per the Northampton County Registrar Terrence Flynn, the filing
deadline for candidates for the November 6th Special Election is Friday,
August 17, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.
Candidacy requirements for individuals seeking to run for office may be found at
the Virginia State Board of Elections website and/or by contacting the
Northampton County Voter Registrar’s Office at 757-678-0480.

WATER SYSTEM FLUSH
Monday, May 14, 2018, through Tuesday, May 15, 2018, beginning at 10:00 PM and continuing
until midnight, the Town of Cape Charles Utility Department will be conducting a system flush of the
water system in all districts of the Town.
You are cautioned not to use water at that time. Sediment could be drawn into the residence
water lines. When done, the system should quickly return to normal.
For questions, please call Dave Fauber at (757) 695-1025 or Scottie Neville at (540) 845-9269.
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PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL DAY AND NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
The Congress and President of the United States have designated May 15 th as Peace Officers’
Memorial Day and the week in which May 15th falls as National Police Week.
The members of the Cape Charles Police Department play an essential role in safeguarding the
rights and freedoms of the citizens of the Town and provide a vital public service. It is
important that all citizens know and understand the duties, responsibilities, hazards, and
sacrifices of the Police Department and that members of the Cape Charles Police Department
recognize their duty to serve the people by safeguarding life and property, but protecting them
against violence and disorder, and by protecting the innocent against deception and the weak
against oppression.
At their April 19, 2018 Regular Meeting, the Cape Charles Town Council adopted Proclamation 20180419 proclaiming May 15, 2018,
as Peace Officers’ Memorial Day, in honor of those law enforcement officers who, through their courageous deeds, have made the
ultimate sacrifice in service to their community or have become disabled in the performance of duty, and the week of May 13-19,
2018 as National Police Week to publicly salute the service of law enforcement officers in our community and in communities across
the nation.

MAY IS BUILDING SAFETY MONTH
International Codes is the most widely adopted building safety, energy and fire
prevention codes in the nation and are used by most states, counties, cities and
towns. The building codes also include safeguards to protect the public from
natural disasters such as hurricanes, snowstorms, tornadoes, wildland fires, floods
and earthquakes.
Building Safety Month is sponsored by the International Code Council to remind
the public about the critical role of our communities’ largely unknown guardians of
public safety – the local code officials – who assure us of safe, efficient and livable
buildings. Each year in observance of Building Safety Month, Americans are
asked to consider projects to improve building safety and sustainability at home
and in the community and to acknowledge the essential service provided to us by
the local and state building departments in protecting lives and property.
This year’s theme is “Building Codes Save Lives” and encourages all Americans to raise awareness of the importance of building safe
and resilient construction; fire prevention; disaster mitigation, and new technologies in the construction industry. Building Safety
Month 2018 encourages appropriate steps everyone can take to ensure that the places where we live, learn, work, worship and play
are safe and recognizes that countless lives have been saved due to the implementation of safety codes by local and state agencies.
At their April 19, 2018 Regular Meeting, the Cape Charles Town Council adopted Proclamation 20180419A proclaiming the month of
May 2018 as Building Safety Month and encourages the Town’s citizens to join with our community in participating in Building Safety
Month activities as described above.

CAPE CHARLES FISHING PIER
The Town of Cape Charles Fishing Pier is an amenity for your
family to enjoy a day of fishing or crabbing. The Town
purchases an annual fishing license, so you do not need your
own.
You will need to register for the Virginia Fisherman Identification
Program, which is a no-charge program. Registration is quick
and easy.
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NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK
MAY 20 – 26, 2018
Public works infrastructure, facilities and services are of vital importance to sustainable
communities and to the health, safety and well-being of the citizens of Cape Charles. The
facilities and services could not be provided without the dedicated efforts of the Public
Works crew.
National Public Works Weeks is a time to celebrate the tens of thousands of men and
women in North America who provide and maintain the infrastructure and services
collectively known as public works. The Week seeks to enhance the prestige of the oftenunsung heroes of our society – the professionals who serve the public good every day with
quiet dedication.
National Public Works Week is observed each year during the third full week of May.
Through National Public Works Week and other efforts, the American Public Works
Association seeks to raise the public's awareness of public works issues and to increase
confidence in public works employees who are dedicated to improving the quality of life for
present and future generations.
Please join us in celebrating the week of May 20-26, 2018 as National Public Works Week
and in thanking our wonderful crew – Director Dave Fauber, Foreman John Lockwood, Rick
Finley, Willie Lyons, Demetrius Spady and Dejohn Stratton!

NOTICE TO ALL HOMEOWNERS AND BUSINESSES RE: TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX
Transient Occupancy Tax is a tax levied for accommodations at any lodging facility
within the Town of Cape Charles. This applies to any public or private hotel, inn,
hostelry, tourist home or house, bed and breakfast, tourist camp, tourist cabin,
camping grounds, motel, rooming house, rental home or other lodging place within the
Town offering lodging for compensation to any transient. A transient is considered to
be any person who obtains lodging at their expense or the expense of another for any
period of not more than 30 consecutive days.
Any person or business paying Transient Occupancy Tax must also apply for a Business
License with the Town under the Realtor, Vacation Rental & Rental Management
Business category. Payment of $30.00 minimum or .0036 or $3.60 per thousand of
gross receipts, whichever is higher, is due each year by April 15 along with the
Business and Professional License Application.
The Transient Occupancy Tax of 3.7% of the total amount paid for lodging shall be imposed on all lodging within the Town as
described above. Every person or business receiving any payment for lodging shall collect 3.7% Transient Occupancy Tax at the
time payment is made for lodging. A Transient Occupancy Tax form shall be completed monthly and payment of tax shall be
remitted to the Treasurer. Reports and remittance shall be submitted on or before the 20th of each month, covering the amount of
tax collected during the preceding month. The report must be submitted even if there is no rental income for the reporting month.
The revenue collected from the Transient Occupancy Tax is designated to fund tourism-related initiatives. A portion of the revenue
goes to the Eastern Shore of Virginia Tourism Commission to help fund the Welcome Center at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel.
The remainder of the revenue is used for advertising, events, and Virginia Main Street Program initiatives. All initiatives bring in
visitors to the Town who stay at the Town’s hotels, bed & breakfasts, or other vacation rental or tourist homes. They eat in the
restaurants and shop in the retail stores in Town.
This notice is to inform any homeowners or businesses who may be renting homes in Cape Charles that you must be collecting and
remitting Transient Occupancy Tax for all rentals. The Town accepts credit card payments in person or by phone.
If you need any of the applications or more information, please contact Treasurer Debbie Pocock at treasurer@capecharles.org or call
757-331-3259 ext. 23.
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TOWN MANAGER RECRUITMENT UPDATE

On March 16, 2018, the Town Manager job advertisement was submitted to the following organizations: Virginia Municipal League,
Virginia Association of Counties, International City-County Management Association/Virginia Local Government Manager Association,
American Planning Association, League of Women in Government, Engaging Local Government Leaders Network, North Carolina
League of Municipalities, LinkedIn, and the Eastern Shore Post. The advertisement, Town Profile and job requirements were also
posted on the Cape Charles website. A total of 63 resumes were received and reviewed by the Town Manager Recruitment
Committee, which consists of Mayor George Proto, Councilwoman Joan Natali, Interim Town Manager Bob Panek, Town Clerk Libby
Hume and Mr. Larry Veber of Veber Associates, an executive recruiting firm.
The committee has met several times to discuss the interview process and potential questions. The review of candidates began on
April 16 and the slate of 63 applicants was reduced to 5 for phone/Skype interviews. We are hopeful to have the initial round of
interviews scheduled and completed in the next couple of weeks. The finalists will be scheduled for in-person interviews with the
entire Council in June, with the hope of having our new town manager begin sometime in July.

REMINDER: STRAWBERRY PLAZA PARKING LOT AVAILABLE
Visitors to downtown are reminded that over 60 marked parking stalls are available in
the town-leased parking lot just off Mason Avenue. Pedestrian and motorist signage is
posted, and the lot has been graded for better drainage.
Parking is one-way with a west to east directional flow.
Drivers will enter the lot off Mason Avenue at the War
Memorial and exit near the Peach Street intersection.
Drivers are reminded to avoid parking in the private lots on
the southside of Mason Avenue, as the property owners may enforce their own parking restrictions.
Strawberry Plaza Parking Lot is located within easy walking distance to all the downtown shops and
restaurants, and the beachfront. If you plan on spending some time downtown please consider this lot as
a parking option.

DOGS ON THE BEACH
Just a friendly reminder that dogs are not permitted on the beach between the hours of 9am-9pm
April 1st through Labor Day per Town Code Section 50-191.
If you have your dog on the beach during the permitted hours, please be courteous and pick up the
waste and do not bury it for someone to step on. There are a number of doggie waste stations along
the boardwalk which contain bags for your convenience. Failure to comply could result in a class 4
misdemeanor charge.
At all times, throughout the Town, dogs must remain under the owner’s control.
Thank you for your cooperation!

BAGGING OF YARD DEBRIS
With spring here and the temperatures warming up, the Public Works Department has issued a
reminder asking citizens NOT to rake or blow grass and plant clippings or other yard debris into
the streets. Doing so will clog up the storm drains which will lead to flooding that could severely
damage personal property. Please do your part to keep the yard debris out of the street by
bagging them for proper pick-up.
Please note that our recycler only accepts biodegradable bags.
Yard debris placed on the curb in non-biodegradable bags will NOT be
picked up. You can arrange for a special pick-up by contacting the
Utility Clerk Kathy Fraas at 757-331-6901. Please note that there will
be a $5 per bag charge for this special pick-up.
Thank you for your assistance!
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
➢
•
➢

Tuesday, May 15, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, May 17, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Town Council Executive Session, immediately following the regular meeting. AGENDA
Tuesday, May 22, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, May 28, 2018:
Town Offices Closed in Observance of Memorial Day
Thursday, May 31, 2018:
Town Council Budget Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, June 5, 2018:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, June 12, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, June 13, 2018:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Thursday, June 14, 2018:
Town Council Budget Public Hearing, 5:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, June 19, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, June 21, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, June 26, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, June 28, 2018:
Town Council Special Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. If needed to adopt FY2019 Budget.
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UPDATE FROM CAPE CHARLES MAIN STREET, INC.
Per the Main Street requirements, your Cape Charles Mainstreet, Inc. has identified a focused designated commercial area. According
to the official Main Street guidelines, “the community must propose specific boundaries for the commercial district revitalization effort
and provide evidence that the district meets these criteria.”
The criteria include the following,
➢ A pedestrian scale and orientation;
➢

A critical mass of buildings and businesses which form the foundation for revitalization efforts;

➢

A critical mass of structures that would be eligible for frequently used rehabilitation incentives

In order to assure a physical setting conducive to applying the Main Street Four Points to commercial revitalization, designated Main
Street districts must have:
➢

At least 50 commercial enterprises and 70 commercial structures;

➢

At least 2/3rds of the structures are commercial (or commercially zoned) buildings and have a pedestrian scale and
orientation including such elements as ground floor storefronts

➢

At least 25% of the linear street frontage has a setback of 15’ or less from the sidewalk

➢

A compact size and regular pattern of sidewalks so that it can be comfortably walked by pedestrians.

Communities interested in Main Street designation may request that Virginia Main Street review a potential district for its
appropriateness and we have already asked them to do that; they will be guiding us throughout our journey from affiliate to designation.
The identified Cape Charles Main Street Commercial District is shown below:
It is important to note that while we must designate a commercial district for the focus of the Main Street approach, all marketing
will include the Town of Cape Charles in its entirety.
If you have any questions, please contact Shelly Gorman, Program Manager at shelly.gorman@capecharles.org or by calling 757678-2303. Please follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MainStreetCapeCharles/ to find additional information and
updates about Cape Charles Main Street, Inc.

Submitted by Shelly Gorman
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JULY 4TH IS RIGHT AROUNG THE CORNER!
Each year, we have thousands of residents and visitors in town enjoying the July 4th festitivies which begin with a fun parade that
includes lots of decorated golf carts and bicycles, antique cars, fire trucks, etc! The parade is followed by the annual street fair with
food and vendors from all over. The day ends with a fantastic fireworks display over the harbor!
If you are interested in participating in this year’s July 4th festivities as a Street Fair vendor, please complete the following form and
return it to Jen Lewis, Recreation/Community Events Coordinator, Town of Cape Charles, 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310,
along with your $50 application fee.
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an
email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we
can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

5/19/18: 7th Annual Crabby Blues Festival, 3:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Central Park
5/28/18: American Legion Post 56 Memorial Day Ceremony, 11:00 AM, Veteran’s Memorial on Mason Avenue
6/9/18:
Community Yard Sale!
6/16/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Hoppie Vaughan and the Ministers of Soul, 7:00 PM, Central Park
6/23/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Bennett Wales and the Relief, 7:00 PM, Central Park
6/30/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – J and the Band, 7:00 PM, Central Park
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
7/4/18:
July 4th Celebrations
o
9/11/18:
9-11 Memorial
o
11/11/18:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/1/18:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/18:
5th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot
For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.

Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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