Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: June 13, 2018
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape
Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides
information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town government,
upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security issues and emergency
announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular
mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will
find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

CAPE CHARLES TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL ELECTION
A Special Election has been scheduled for November 6, 2018 to fill the vacancy
created when former Councilwoman Dora Sullivan resigned her position on the
Council. The candidate elected to this position would serve until June 30, 2020.
Per the Northampton County Registrar Terrence Flynn, the filing deadline
for candidates for the November 6th Special Election is Friday, August 17,
2018, at 7:00 p.m.
Candidacy requirements for individuals seeking to run for office may be found at
the Virginia State Board of Elections website and/or by contacting the
Northampton County Voter Registrar’s Office at 757-678-0480.

NOTICE OF BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Cape Charles Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) will hold public hearings on
Thursday, June 28, 2018 at 10:00 am in the Cape Charles Civic Center, located at
500 Tazewell Avenue, to receive public comment on the following applications:
•

•

Zoning variance from side yard setback regulation on a non-conforming
size lot in the Residential-1 District. That lot is located at 504 Plum
Street (tax map #83A1-6-B).
Zoning variance from rear yard setback regulation for adjoining lots
under common ownership in the Residential – 1 District. Those lots are
located at 2 Tazewell Avenue (tax map #83A3-2-3-12 and 83A3-2-313).

The BZA will hold a meeting immediately following the public hearings to consider
the applications.
The applications are available for public review in the Town Planner’s Office, located at 2 Plum Street, during regular business hours
or online at www.capecharles.org under Agendas and Minutes.
Please contact Town Planner Larry DiRe at 757-331-2036, or by email planner@capecharles.org if you have any questions or require
additional information. Anyone interested in attending and needing special assistance please contact the Town at least forty-eight
hours before the hearing.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday, June 14, 2018:
Town Council Budget Public Hearing, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Town Council Executive Session, immediately following the public hearing. AGENDA
Tuesday, June 19, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, June 21, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Tuesday, June 26, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, June 28, 2018:
Board of Zoning Appeals Public Hearings & Meeting, 10:00 AM at the Civic Center. PUBLIC HEARINGS NOTICE
Tuesday, July 3, 2018:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, July 4, 2018:
Town Offices closed in observance of Independence Day.
Wednesday, July 11, 2018:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Tuesday, July 17, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, July 19, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.

DOGS ON THE BEACH
Just a friendly reminder that dogs are not permitted on the beach between the hours of 9am-9pm April
1st through Labor Day per Town Code Section 50-191.
If you have your dog on the beach during the permitted hours, or in any public location throughout the
Town, please be courteous and pick up the waste and do not bury it for someone to step on. There are
a number of doggie waste stations along the boardwalk and around the Town which contain bags for
your convenience. Failure to comply could result in a class 4 misdemeanor charge.
At all times, dogs must remain under the owner’s control and not permitted to run at large.
Thank you for your cooperation!

TOWN MANAGER RECRUITMENT UPDATE
On May 31, 2018, the Town Manager Recruitment Committee, including Mayor-elect Smitty Dize, Councilman-elect Paul Grossman,
and Councilwoman-elect Tammy Holloway, conducted phone/Skype interviews. After the interviews, the committee narrowed the
slate of candidates for in-person interviews with the entire Council down to three highly-qualified professionals. Interviews are being
scheduled for later in June and early July, with the hopes of having our new town manager begin sometime in July or August.

CAPE CHARLES MEMORIAL LIBRARY BOARD SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED

Cape Charles Memorial Library Board Secretary Dianne Davis and Chairman Roger Moyer attended
the Northampton High School Awards Presentation on Wednesday, June 6, 2018. Ms. Davis
presented the $2,000 Cape Charles Memorial Library Scholarship to Ms. JaDa Smith. “Ms. Smith is
the type of quality person that anyone would be proud to encourage and support.”
The scholarship was awarded by the Cape Charles Memorial Library Board of Directors and funded
by the Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Photo and article submitted by Roger Moyer
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Golf Cart Safety
By ordinance, the Town of Cape Charles is authorized to allow the operation of golf carts upon public highways within the town. For
the protection of the operators and passengers of the carts, as well as the protection of other vehicles and pedestrians, the following
are requirements for operation:
Safety Equipment:
In addition to any safety equipment required by the Code of Virginia for golf carts, the following must be
installed:
1. Speed governor if gasoline powered.
2. Safety lap belts
Insurance Requirements:
Every golf cart and driver shall be covered by an insurance policy. The policy must meet the
minimum liability amounts as indicated by the Code of Virginia and provide coverage during the
operation of the golf cart upon public streets.
Local Vehicle License:
No golf cart shall be used on the public roads unless it has obtained a Cape Charles Vehicle
License. No vehicle license shall be issued until the owner of the golf cart presents evidence that
the golf cart is insured and inspected.
For more information regarding a golf cart registration/license, please visit the Treasurer’s page at www.capecharles.org.
Town Safety Inspection
Golf carts shall pass a safety inspection at least once yearly. The inspection must be conducted by an official inspection station or by
a business which is engaged in the sale of golf carts. The inspection shall only cover the following:
1. Headlights, tail lights and turn signals, if the golf cart is driven between sunset and sunrise.
2. Rubber or equivalent tires.
3. Windshield wipers if equipped with permanent windshield.
4. Horn, adequate steering gear, brakes, emergency or parking brake, one mirror, adequately fixed driver’s seat.
5. All other factory installed safety or mechanical
systems, including checking for gasoline or propane leaks.
6. Speed governor if gasoline powered.
7. Safety lap belts.
Operation on Public Highways:
It is unlawful to operate a golf cart on a public highway within the Town of Cape Charles unless the following requirements are met.
(1) Golf carts may be operated on the highways of the Town of Cape Charles that allow a maximum speed of 25 m.p.h.
(2) Golf carts must display a slow-moving vehicle emblem in conformity with § 46.2-1081 of the Code of Virginia (1950) as amended.
(3) Golf carts shall be operated only between sunrise and sunset unless equipped with such light as are required in Article 3 of Chapter
10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia (1950) as amended.
(4) No person may operate a golf cart unless that person is licensed to drive upon highways of the Commonwealth of
Virginia and then, only in accordance with such driver's license.
(5) Golf carts must be operated in accordance with all applicable state and local laws and ordinances, including all laws, regulations
and ordinances pertaining to the possession and use of alcoholic beverages.
(6) Only the number of people the golf cart is designed to seat may ride on a golf cart. Additionally, passengers shall not be carried
on the part of a golf cart designed to carry golf bags.
(7) Golf carts must be operated to the extreme right of the roadway and must yield to all vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
(8) Golf carts may be operated in bicycle lanes provided they do not impede bicycle traffic.
(9) Golf carts shall not be operated during inclement weather; nor when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog or other conditions.
(10) The chief of police, or his designee, may prohibit the operation of golf carts on any highway if the chief determines that the
prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.

Liability Disclaimer
Golf carts are not designed or manufactured to be used on the public streets, and the Town of Cape Charles in no way advocates or
endorses their operation on public streets or roads. The Town of Cape Charles assumes no liability for permitting golf carts to be
operated on public streets and roads under special legislation granted by the Virginia General Assembly. The Town of Cape Charles,
by regulating such operation is merely trying to address obvious safety issues. All persons who operate or ride upon golf carts upon
public streets or roads do so at their own risk and peril and must be observant of bicyclists and pedestrians. Any person who operates
a golf cart is responsible for procuring liability insurance sufficient to cover the risk involved in using a golf cart on the public streets
and roads.
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JULY 4TH IS RIGHT AROUNG THE CORNER!
Each year, we have thousands of residents and visitors in town enjoying the July 4th festitivies which begin with a fun parade that
includes lots of decorated golf carts and bicycles, antique cars, fire trucks, etc! The parade is followed by the annual street fair with
food and vendors from all over. The day ends with a fantastic fireworks display over the harbor!
If you are interested in participating in this year’s July 4th festivities as a Street Fair vendor, please complete the following form and
return it to Jen Lewis, Recreation/Community Events Coordinator, Town of Cape Charles, 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310,
along with your $50 application fee.
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Please note that with the VDOT Route 642 improvements, the traffic pattern in and out of town has temporarily changed during the
construction. Stone Road (Route 184) is the only entrance and exit from Route 13. To get to the Cape Charles Town Harbor, you
will need to come into the town and go over the “hump” as Old Cape Charles (Cemetery) Road is closed during construction.
After the fireworks display, please pay special attention to the Cape Charles police and Northampton County deputies as they will be
providing traffic control out of the town.
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Photo courtesy of
Jim Granger
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an
email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we
can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6/16/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Hoppie Vaughan and the Ministers of Soul, 7:00 PM, Central Park
6/23/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Bennett Wales and the Relief, 7:00 PM, Central Park
6/30/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – J and the Band, 7:00 PM, Central Park
7/4/18:
July 4th Celebrations
7/6/18:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Raw Beets, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
7/7/18:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – English Channel, 7:00 PM, Central Park
7/21/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Andrew McKnight & Beyond Borders, 7:00 PM, Central Park
7/28/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Little Country, 7:00 PM, Central Park
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
9/11/18:
9-11 Memorial
o
11/11/18:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/1/18:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/18:
5th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot
For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.

Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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