Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: July 11, 2019
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or
the Town’s government. The Gazette provides information on actions being
undertaken or being considered by the Town government, upcoming activities in the
Town, important public safety and security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by
regular mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you
will find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

Another Terrific July 4th Celebration!
The Town of Cape Charles would like to express a huge “Thank You” to Coastal Concrete for allowing the fireworks display to be set
off on their property! The fireworks display was spectacular, and the Coastal Concrete property offers the best location for them to
be set off. The residents and visitors were able to see them from anywhere in the Town. It seems that this event continues to get
bigger and bigger each year! We have never seen so many people in the Town to enjoy the spectacular display.
The day started off with a great parade and we had 49 vendors at the street fair along Bay Avenue and even onto Mason Avenue!
Thank you to all the participants!
Jen Lewis did a great job organizing all the activities related to the celebration. Thanks for a job well done! Another huge thank you
to all the Town staff for all their hard work in making the 4th of July Celebration a great day in Cape Charles. Many thanks to the
Cape Charles Volunteer Fire Company, Marie Brady, Trina Veber, American Legion Post 56, Coast Guard Station Cape Charles,
Claudette Lajoie, Erica and Angela Head, and Ryan Webb, along with all the other volunteers who were on hand and helping behind
the scenes wherever they were needed.
Public Works Foreman John Lockwood would like to extend a special thank you to Karen Jolly Davis, Dora Sullivan and friends for
jumping in to help the Public Works crew on Friday, July 5, by picking up miscellaneous trash from the beach and dunes left behind
from the July 4 festivities!
We solicited for photos from July 4 on our Facebook page and received several great shots. Thank you to Ms. Lindsay Cassada and
Ms. Gerry Forbes for sharing their photos with us!

Tammy & Jim Holloway from Bay Haven Inn, Blue Heron Realty golf cart, and Shore Soccer participants.
Photos provided by Gerry Forbes, Blue Heron Realty
The Guard Family enjoying the parade,
Fletcher Cassada at the parade, and
Lewis & Fletcher Cassada at the
Guppie Challenge.
Photos provided by Lindsay Cassada.
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AROUND TOWN HALL

3.

1.

Hurricane season began on June 1 and continues until November 30. Northampton County
set up a very informative and easy to follow hurricane news page on their website. Please
consult that page often to keep informed, especially when an advisory is issued for our area.

2.

If you experience a water leak on your property, the Cape Charles Town Code allows for an
adjustment to your utility bill. Section 72-5 of the town code allows for the adjustment of the
sewage portion of the utility bill because none of the leaked water passes through the
wastewater collection and treatment system. Please contact utility clerk Kathy Fraas at 757331-3259 extension 14 for more information.

This summer you can store your kayak at a kayak rack at the north end of the beach. Last year several residents approached
staff about the option of a designated storage area on the beach. Working together we set up the current storage area, with
possibly more storage areas next summer. As a reminder, do not leave your personal belongings on the beach or in the beach
entrance walkways at any time because they are likely to be removed by town staff maintaining the beach. Upkeep of the beach
comes before “free storage.” For more information please contact Jennifer Lewis at 757-331-4785.

CAPE CHARLES COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE KICK-OFF MEETING
The Cape Charles Planning Commission is beginning the process of
updating the Comprehensive Plan. A comprehensive plan is a document
designed to guide the future actions of a community and presents a vision
for the future with long-range goals and objectives for all activities that
affect the local government.
When updating the Comprehensive Plan, participation from residents and
other stakeholders is essential. As a part of this process, a public KickOff Workshop will be held on Thursday, July 25, 2019, at 6:00 p.m. at the
Cape Charles Civic Center. This will be the first opportunity for residents
to help form the update process and give feedback to local government
officials about the future of Cape Charles.
The focus of the Kick-Off Workshop will be to discuss the Comprehensive
Plan update process, project goals, and citizen/stakeholder expectations.
Input from citizens at the Kick-Off Workshop will be used help to shape
the planning process and ultimately the new Comprehensive Plan.
Assisting the update process is the Accomack-Northampton Planning District Commission, who will be present at the workshop. The
Town Manager and Town Planner will be in attendance, and the Northampton County District 1 Supervisor, John Coker, will be asked
to attend as well. All Cape Charles Planning Commissioners and a representative of each of the Town Boards will be asked to attend.
If you cannot attend the workshop and want to share your ideas, please email Zach Ponds at planner@capecharles.org, or contact
him by phone at 757-331-2036.

Cape Charles Rotary Club Road Clean-Up

The Cape Charles Rotary Club helped clean up the Route 184 (Stone Road)
corridor from Fig Street to Route 13 on Saturday, June 8, 2019. The Rotary
Club conducts their road clean-up every three months.
Some of the participants are pictured in the photo to the left. From left to
right: Rick Hubbard, Norm Mitchell, Ralph Dodd, Dennis Libby, Bruce
Gittinger, John Bridgforth, Bill Payne, Bill Murphy, and Chuck Huber.
A special thanks to the Cape Charles Rotary Club for this public service!
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday, July 15, 2019:
Board of Zoning Appeals Public Hearing & Meeting, 10:00 AM at the Cape Charles Civic Center. AGENDA
Tuesday, July 16, 2019:
Historic District Review Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, July 18, 2019:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, July 25, 2019:
Planning Commission Comprehensive Plan Update Kick-Off Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, August 1, 2019:
Town Council Special Meeting & Joint Meeting with the Historic District Review Board, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, August 6, 2019:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, August 14, 2019:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM, at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Thursday, August 15, 2019:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM, at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, August 20, 2019:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center.
Monday, September 2, 2019:
Town Offices closed in observance of Labor Day

NOTE: Cape Charles Memorial Library summer weekend hours:
Saturdays: 10:00 am-5:00 pm;
Sundays: Noon-5:00 pm
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VACANCIES ON CAPE CHARLES’ BOARDS
The Town currently has a vacancy on the Board of Zoning Appeals and a position will be opening up
in August on the Library Board. If you are a citizen of the Town of Cape Charles and are interested
in serving on the Board of Zoning Appeals, Library Board, or any of the Town’s boards, please
complete the Application for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2
Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org.
Thank you to all the members of the Town’s Boards and Planning Commission for volunteering their
time to serve the community in this capacity! We value the knowledge that you bring to the group
and your continued dedication to the Town.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF CAPE CHARLES FACEBOOK PAGE
As part of the Town’s improved communications initiative, we launched our Facebook page (Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles)
which provides a variety of information useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those having any interest in
our Town’s government. We will be posting information regarding actions being considered by the Town government, upcoming
Town Council and Board meetings, upcoming Town-sponsored activities and events, important public safety and security issues and
emergency announcements.
To follow us, please click the image below and make sure to invite your friends to like us as well!

Photo courtesy of
Jim Granger

July 6, 2019
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the Town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its Community Notification
System to alert residents in real-time for localized emergency situations and relevant community
advisories via text, email, web, social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget, which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications you
can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar
Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at
any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would like to see added to the site, please submit
your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape
Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•

7/13/19: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Few Miles South, 7:00 PM, Central Park
7/20/19: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – J & The Band, 7:00 PM, Central Park
7/27/19: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – The Bobby Blackhat Band, 7:00PM, Central Park
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
8/3/19:
Annual Cape Charles Shriners Parade, 10:00 AM, Mason Avenue
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Jahfree Jones w/Eastern Shore All Stars, 7:00 PM Central Park
o
8/10/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Josh Grigsby and County Line, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
8/17/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – U.S. Navy Fleet Forces Pops, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
8/24/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Forte Jazz, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
8/31/19:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival – Schooner or Later, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
9/11/19:
9-11 Memorial Ceremony
o
11/11/19:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/7/19:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/19:
6th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to Libby Hume at gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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