Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: August 9, 2018
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape
Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette
provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town
government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security
issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by
regular mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you
will find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

CAPE CHARLES TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL ELECTION
A Special Election has been scheduled for November 6, 2018 to fill the vacancy created
when former Councilwoman Dora Sullivan resigned her position on the Council. The
candidate elected to this position would serve until June 30, 2020.
Per the Northampton County Registrar Terrence Flynn, the filing deadline for
candidates for the November 6th Special Election is Friday, August 17, 2018, at
7:00 p.m.
Candidacy requirements for individuals seeking to run for office may be found at the Virginia State Board of Elections website and/or
by contacting the Northampton County Voter Registrar’s Office at 757-678-0480.

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED YACHT PROVISIONING CENTER
The Cape Charles Wetlands and Coastal Dune Board will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, August
28, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at the Cape Charles Civic Center, located at 500 Tazewell Avenue, Cape
Charles to receive comment on an application for the waterside construction of a proposed yacht
provisioning center on a 6.6 acre-property at 6 Mason Avenue (tax map # 83A3-A-5). The project
scope of work includes: removal of dilapidated structures, piles, bulkheads, and broken concrete
followed by the installation of 727 linear feet of revetment stone; 175 linear feet of armor stone
spur; 1,188 linear feet of floating concrete dock with aluminum gangways; approximately 38,000
square feet of riprap material placed below the mean low water elevation; and placing 700 cubic
yards of sandy material on an existing sandy beach above mean high water. The Wetlands and
Coastal Dune Board will have a meeting to vote on the application immediately following the public
hearing.
This application is for waterside development only and does not pertain to any proposed landside development. The proposed marina
uses are permitted by right in the Harbor zoning district (Cape Charles zoning ordinance Article III, Section 3.9.D.3). A Harbor
Development Certificate is required for all landside development. That process includes application to the Harbor Area Review Board
for review and recommendation to Town Council. The Council then votes on approval of that certificate. The proposed hotel
development is by conditional use only in the Harbor zoning district and will require application for a conditional use permit according
to process stated in Article IV, Section 4.3 of the zoning ordinance. To this date the Town has not received application for any landside
development. Please see the Virginia Marine Resources Commission website for the complete waterside development application and
all related documents.
Information on the application can be viewed online, in the Planner’s Office at 2 Plum Street, or obtained by phone at 757-331-3259
x15, or email to planner@capecharles.org
For handicap assistance, please call the number above at least 48 hours in advance.
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CAPE CHARLES COMMUNITY TRAIL, PHASE 3
Phase 3 of the Community Trail will encompass improvements to the block of Peach Street between Randolph and Mason Avenues
and the south entrance to Central Park.
The trail alignment will be on both the east and west sides of Peach Street and will connect to the paver walkway on the south side
of Mason Avenue. A head-in diagonal parking median will be created with a semi-pervious surface. The median and parallel curb-side
parking will provide 29 parking spaces. New pedestrian lighting will be included for both the trail and parking median. Two new
handicap accessible parking spaces will be created at the northwest corner of Peach and Mason.
The planned improvements to the Central Park south entrance will correct problems at the intersection of the existing trail exiting the
Park and the public alley, as well as providing a semi-pervious parking surface. This will minimize damage caused by vendors and
other vehicles associated with events in the Park.
We are now at the 90% design phase. We
have received several comments since
publication of the 30% design plans, most
of which we have been able to
accommodate. A summary of the
comments is available on the Town’s
website under the Planning and Zoning tab.
The site plan is shown below. A larger
version is available for review on the
Town’s website under the Planning and
Zoning tab.
The 90% design plans have been submitted
to VDOT for review. The start of
construction is planned for this winter.
Comments may be provided to Bob Panek
at bob.panek@capecharles.org, or 757331-3259, x19.
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ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT TEXT AMENDMENTS MOVE FORWARD
Accessory dwelling units have been considered by both the Planning Commission and the Town Council for several years. The revised
comprehensive plan, adopted on December 15, 2016, cites such units as adding diversity to the housing stock, and providing affordable
housing options. Currently, the zoning ordinance prohibits such units. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the text
amendments on August 7, 2018 and voted to approve the amendments and recommend approval by the Town Council. Council will
schedule a public hearing for a date in the near future.
In brief the proposed text amendments state the following: 1) accessory dwelling units are a conditional use, not a by right use; 2)
accessory dwelling units must be part of an accessory building; 3) accessory dwelling units may have a separate water\sewer\trash
account from the main structure and are billed accordingly; 4) accessory dwelling units have a separate entrance from the accessory
building’s entrance; 5) accessory dwelling units must meet all building, fire, and residential code requirements. The following specifics
should be remembered as well:
•

Accessory dwelling units are not synonymous with tiny houses, all dwelling units are still by way of “accessory” use to a garage,
workshop, or other secondary use of the main structure residential dwelling.

•

Accessory dwelling units are by conditional use only and need to meet all zoning ordinance requirements of a conditional use.

•

Accessory dwelling units must conform to all relevant building, fire, and property maintenance code regulations.

•

Accessory dwelling units are not short-term rentals and length of stay period for occupants aligns with the terms identified in the
Town’s current transient occupancy tax and building code regulations.

•

Water\sewer\trash monthly fee – All accessory dwelling units shall be billed as a water\sewer\trash account separate from the
account for the main structure and shall pay the minimum monthly account fee as set by Town Council.

•

Water meter option – An accessory dwelling unit may have a separate water meter from that of the main structure upon request
by the property owner. If so requested the property owner shall pay all water and sewer utility connection fees as set by Town
Council. Metered accessory dwelling units will receive a water\sewer bill based on the metered use, but not less than the minimum
monthly account fee.

•

Trash can – All accessory dwelling units shall have a separate trash can provided by the contract waste disposal company.

•

Inspections – All accessory dwelling units shall be inspected annually not later than fifteen (15) days from the anniversary date of
the conditional use permit being approved by Town Council.

COMING SOON!
AUTO-DEDUCTION OF UTILITY PAYMENTS FROM BANK ACCOUNTS
We are pleased to announce that effective mid-September, if setup and training plans go as scheduled,
the Finance Department staff will have the ability to set up utility payments for automatic-deduction from
your bank account!
If you are interested in having your utility payments automatically deducted from your account each
month, please contact Kathy Fraas at 737-331-3259, extension 14, or download the ACH Utility Payment
Agreement Form from the town’s website. Go to www.capecharles.org and click on “Forms &
Publications” on the left side of the homepage. In the Document Center, scroll down to “Public Works &
Utilities” and click on “ACH Utility Payment Agreement.” Simply complete the form and return it to the
Finance Department for processing.
You will still receive a paper bill which you should review immediately in order to avoid a surprise should you have a water leak. The
Finance Department staff needs two weeks’ notice to stop an ACH draw.

TOWN MANAGER RECRUITMENT UPDATE
The Town Council met in executive session on July 12, immediately following their regular meeting, and reviewed the three finalists
for the town manager position. An offer was made to a candidate and an employment agreement was drafted. Mayor Dize
negotiated the specifics of the employment agreement and it has been reviewed by legal counsel. The Council will review the final
draft, updated with comments from legal counsel, at an executive session following the August 9 Council Work Session. Upon
finalization of the agreement, it will be forwarded to the candidate.
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TOWN OF CAPE CHARLES WATER SYSTEM FLUSH
Monday, August 13, 2018, through Tuesday, August 14, beginning at 10:00 p.m. and continuing until midnight,
the Town of Cape Charles Utility Department will be conducting a water system flush in all districts of the Town.
You are cautioned not to use water at that time. Sediment could be drawn into the residence water lines.
When done, the system should quickly return to normal.
For questions, please contact David Fauber at (757) 695-1025, or Scottie Neville at (540) 845-9269.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday, August 9, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Town Council Executive Session, immediately following work session. AGENDA
Tuesday, August 14, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Wednesday, August 15, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, August 16, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Wednesday, August 22, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, August 23, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. tentative
Tuesday, August 28, 2018:
Wetlands & Coastal Dune Board Public Hearing & Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, August 29, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, August 30, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. tentative
Monday, September 3, 2018:
Town offices closed in observance of Labor Day.
Tuesday, September 4, 2018:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, September 5, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, September 6, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, September 11, 2018:
RAFT Meeting with Planning Commission & Wetlands & Coastal Dunes
Board, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, September 12, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Thursday, September 13, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. tentative
Tuesday, September 18, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, September 19, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, September 20, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, September 26, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, September 27, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. tentative
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CAPE CHARLES FISHING PIER
The Town of Cape Charles Fishing Pier is an amenity for your
family to enjoy a day of fishing or crabbing. The Town
purchases an annual fishing license, so you do not need your
own.
You will need to register for the Virginia Fisherman Identification
Program, which is a no-charge program. Registration is quick
and easy.
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DOGS ON THE BEACH
Just a friendly reminder that dogs are not permitted on the beach between the hours of
9am-9pm April 1st through Labor Day per Town Code Section 50-191.
If you have your dog on the beach during the permitted hours, or in any public location
throughout the Town, please be courteous and pick up the waste and do not bury it for
someone to step on. There are a number of doggie waste stations along the boardwalk, in
Central Park and around the Town which contain bags for your convenience. Failure to
comply could result in a class 4 misdemeanor charge.
At all times, dogs must remain under the owner’s control and not permitted to run at large.
Thank you for your cooperation!
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15TH ANNUAL LEO WARDRUP MEMORIAL CAPE CHARLES CUP SAIL BOAT RACE

The 15th Annual Leo Wardrup Memorial Cape Charles Cup sail boat race, sponsored by
the Broad Bay Sailing Association, is scheduled for August 11 and 12, 2018. Sail boat
racers from all around the southern Chesapeake Bay will be racing from Little Creek to
Cape Charles on Saturday August 11, and staying overnight, then leaving for the
second heat of the race Sunday morning August 12.
This event brings nearly 90 sail boats and crew to
Cape Charles for this memorial event. Click here
for more information on the event.
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the Town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an
email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we
can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

8/10-11/18:

Cape Charles Volunteer Fire Company’s 2018 Carnival, 5:00 PM – 10:00 PM. Mason Avenue, across from the
fire house
8/11-12/18:
15th Annual Leo Wardrup Memorial Cape Charles Cup Sail Boat Race
8/11/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – U.S. Navy Fleet Forces Band, 7:00 PM, Central Park
8/18/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Buddha Council, 7:00 PM, Central Park
8/25/18: Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Good Shot Judy, 7:00 PM, Central Park
9/1/18:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Solacoustix, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
9/2/18:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Concert – Delmarvalous Dolls, 7:00 PM, Central Park
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
9/11/18:
9-11 Memorial
o
9/14/18:
Coast Guard Station Cape Charles Open House, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
o
11/11/18:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/1/18:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/18:
5th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot
For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.

Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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