Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: August 11, 2017
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published from time to time on
behalf of the municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a
variety of information that we believe will be useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape
Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or have any interest in our
Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides information on actions being
undertaken or being considered by the Town government, upcoming activities in the Town,
important public safety and security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular
mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will
find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

COMMUNITY TRAIL PROJECT – PHASE 3
The design process for Phase 3 of the Community Trail, south Peach Street, has commenced. The trail will
be constructed in the public right-of-way. Field work for the baseline survey of the project area has been
completed.
The architect is developing two designs for the Town’s consideration. The first would align the trail from
Central Park on both sides of Peach Street, per the original master plan. The second would align the trail
in the existing median in the two residential blocks, and then shift to both sides in the Randolph Avenue to
Mason Avenue block. A designated parking median would be provided in this commercial area.
A public information meeting is scheduled for August 31, 2017 at 6:00 PM, in the Cape Charles Civic
Center for the public to review the two preliminary designs and provide recommendations to the design
team. If you have any questions, please contact Bob Panek at 757-331-3259, x19 or via email at
bob.panek@capecharles.org.

Photo excerpt from 2007 Cape
Charles Community Trail Master Plan

COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
The Cape Charles Community Enhancement Program Board (CEB) held their first meeting on August 1, 2017. The first item of
business was the election of officers which are as follows: Chairman – Andy Buchholz; Vice-Chair – Tammy Holloway; and Secretary
– Elizabeth Dodd. Congratulations to the slate of officers! The complete board includes: Andy Buchholz (Town Council
Representative), John Caton (Historic District Review Board Representative), Elizabeth Dodd, Carol Evans, David Gay, Tammy
Holloway, Donna Moyer, Cheryl Rein, and Bill Stramm (Planning Commission Representative).
The CEB also set their meeting dates. Their regular meetings will be held at 6:00 PM on the second Mondays of each month and
work sessions will be held on the fourth Mondays of each month also at 6:00 PM. Two additional meetings were scheduled for
August – August 14, 2017 and August 28, 2017, at the Civic Center. The CEB approved their bylaws which can be found at
www.capecharles.org on the Community Enhancement Program Board page.
The CEB reviewed and approved the job description for the part-time Community Enhancement Program Manager position. The job
posting has been submitted to the local newspapers and advertised on the town’s website. The town will be accepting applications
until September 18, 2017. Interviews will be scheduled for late September to early October with hopes of having the individual on
board by mid-October.
Please visit www.capecharles.org for more information regarding the Community Enhancement Program and/or Community
Enhancement Program Board.
We are excited to see the development of the Community Enhancement Program and look forward to the great things that will be
accomplished!
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FROM THE TOWN PLANNER:
Town Planner Larry DiRe has had a busy summer working with the town’s Planning Commission, Boards and other organizations on a
number of projects. Below are three articles summarizing some of the projects and upcoming issues that you may find to be of
interest:

RAFT WORKSHOP WRAP UP
The RAFT project workshop was conceived as a way help start meaningful action at the local level to increase a locality's resilience to
coastal hazards. While, on its own, the RAFT Scorecard might increase understanding, community leadership is needed to bring about
meaningful change. The workshop, held on June 26, 2017, sought to bring together community thought leaders who represented a
broad range of community interests - such as planning, stormwater, health, emergency services, schools, and neighborhood interests.
In Cape Charles, 11 community leaders were invited, with a general call to residents was publicized by the town staff; in total, 12
people participated.
During the workshop, participants were introduced to the Scorecard and reviewed its findings to identify the town's greatest resilience
strengths as well as opportunities for improving resilience in the next year. With this information, participants followed a typical
strategic planning approach by brainstorming and prioritizing possible actions that could be taken to improve community resilience.
Finally, working together, participants refined specific priority actions to create a one-year Resilience Action Checklist of specific next
steps, including (where possible) a timeline, partners and resources needed to implement the actions. Additionally, participants mapped
locations where the action would be most impactful. For more information on the RAFT project contact Town Planner Larry DiRe at
757-331-2036 or email at planner@capecharles.org.

********************

PLANNING COMMISSION TO DISCUSS BAY AVENUE PARKING
The Town of Cape Charles Planning Commission will discuss the parking situation on Bay Avenue at their September 5, 2017 regular
monthly meeting at 6:00 pm in the Civic Center, which is located at 500 Tazewell Avenue. There is a public comment period at every
Planning Commission meeting.
Bay Avenue currently has no designated parking stalls, which allows for both a great deal of vehicle parking flexibility and an inefficient
use of space. Designated stalls would provide rational and consistent use of parking space. The Town Comprehensive Plan, adopted
by Town Council in December 2016 after a lengthy public process, calls for Bay Avenue to have reverse-angle parking along the west
side of south-bound Bay Avenue as part of a complete street design plan. Any parking stall pattern will require Virginia Department
of Transportation permit application and approval since Bay Avenue is under their control.
Please contact Town Planner Larry DiRe at 757-331-2036 or email at planner@capecharles.org if you have any questions or comments.

********************

PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT ON REVISED HISTORIC DISTRICT GUIDELINES
The Historic District Review Board is holding a public input meeting to receive comments and suggestions on the draft revised Cape
Charles Historic District Guidelines document.
The Guidelines provide information for any building improvement or new construction project within the Cape Charles Historic District
footprint. Review of the current Guidelines document began in April 2015 and the Board has been revising sections as part of their
regular monthly meetings.
The public input meeting will be held on Thursday, September 14, 2017 at 6:00 pm in the Cape Charles Civic Center, located at 500
Tazewell Avenue. Following the public input meeting, any revisions will be made to the draft document. A formal public hearing and
vote on the revised Guidelines document will take place on Tuesday, October 17 during the Board’s regular monthly meeting.
If you have any questions or comments please contact Town Planner Larry DiRe at 757-331-2036, or via email at
planner@capecharles.org.
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SMITHSONIAN WATER/WAYS TRAVELING EXHIBITION COMING TO THE
CAPE CHARLES MUSEUM & WELCOME CENTER
Here on the Shore we live surrounded by water: the Chesapeake Bay on the west, Atlantic Ocean on the east, aquifers below and
rain from above. Water has provided the traditional Shore livelihoods of seafood and farming, and is key to tourism. At the same
time water is increasingly delivering severe flooding to the entire Tidewater area. So Water/Ways is for us and will be at the Cape
Charles Museum from September 2 through October 15. Created by the Smithsonian Institution’s 'Museum on Main Street' initiative,
the exhibition features interactive panels, maps, colorful visuals, actual objects and delivers water's story: an essential component of
life on our planet revered for its beauty and a source for peace,
contemplation, recreation, food, and power – “a shared resource
seemingly soft and graceful that is yet a powerful and nearly
unstoppable force.” Water has in fact shaped mankind's history on
earth. More information at museumonmainstreet.org. We will be
adding some items that make it especially relevant to the Shore.
We need to attract the visitors Water/Ways deserves, especially
students. We have enlisted interest from the Northampton public
schools to ensure field trips in concert with related SOLs and are
hoping to see Accomack schools take advantage of the opportunity
as well. We also plan to engage private school groups on the
Eastern Shore. For the visiting school groups we will need extra
docents. Educators who can help develop appropriate SOLs are
also needed.
Please contact Kimb Denny if you would like to be involved in any
way: 757-607-6483 or DennyKimb.cchsmuseum@gmail.com.

Article submitted by Marion Naar, Cape Charles Museum

VOICE MESSAGE OPTION ADDED TO NIXLE ALERTS!
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle Via Voice Message
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its Community
Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized emergency situations
and relevant community advisories via text, email, web, social media and the Nixle
Mobile App. The town recently upgraded its service to add the option for voice
messages.
If you have already registered and would like to add your landline or cell phone number(s) to receive voice messages, please go to
Nixle.com, log into your account and update your notification preferences.
If you still need to register, there are several ways for you to do so:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text
to your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you sign up to receive these alerts.

RECYCLING FACILITIES
Northampton County provides several Recycling Facilities that accept plastic, glass, newspaper,
cardboard, aluminum and steel cans, waste oil and batteries. Large or bulky household items
occasionally needing disposal by a resident will also be accepted and transported to a disposal site.
There are 5 locations throughout the County. The closest location to the Town is in Bayview at 22564
Bayview Circle.
The hours of operation are Monday – Saturday 7:30 AM – 6 PM; Sunday 1 PM – 6 PM.
More information can be located on the Northampton County website at www.co.northampton.va.us/departments/landfill.html.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday, August 14, 2017:
Community Enhancement Program Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Tuesday, August 15, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, August 17, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Tuesday, August 22, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, August 31, 2017:
Cape Charles Community Trail – Phase 3 Public Information Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, September 4, 2017:
Town Offices closed in observance of Labor Day.
Tuesday, September 5, 2017:
Planning Commission Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, September 7, 2017:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, September 12, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, September 13, 2017:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library
Tuesday, September 19, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, September 21, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, September 26, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.

SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications you can
sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items,
Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at any
time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would like to see added to the site, please submit
your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape
Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

14TH ANNUAL LEO WARDRUP MEMORIAL CAPE CHARLES CUP SAIL BOAT RACE

The 14th Annual Leo Wardrup Memorial Cape Charles Cup sail boat race, sponsored by the Broad
Bay Sailing Association, is scheduled for August 19 and 20, 2017. Sail boat racers from all around
the southern Chesapeake Bay will be racing from Little Creek to Cape Charles on Saturday August
19, and staying overnight, then leaving for the second heat of the race Sunday morning August 20.
This event brings nearly 90 sail boats and crew to Cape Charles for this memorial event. Click here
for more information on the event.
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Photographs courtesy of Blue Heron Realty

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
▪
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

8/12/17:

Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park, Larnell Starkey & the Spiritual Seven, 7:00 PM,
Central Park
8/13/17: Art Rocks the Inns!, 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
8/17/17: Movies @ The Palace – The Zookeepers Wife, 7:00 PM
8/18/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – Le Hotclub de Biglick, 8:00 PM, Palace Theatre
8/19/17: Paws for Reading, 10:45 AM – 12:00 PM, Cape Charles Memorial Library
8/19/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park – Robert Jospe Express Quartet, 7:00 PM, Central Park
8/24/17: Movies @ The Palace – Citizen Kane (1941), 7:00 PM
8/25/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – Rootstone Jug Band, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
8/26/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park – Jeremy Lasley & the Lastones, 7:00 PM, Central Park
8/31/17: Movies @ The Palace – Beauty and the Beast, 7:00 PM
9/3/17:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – Delmarvalous Dolls, 7:00 PM, Central Park
9/9/17:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – U.S. Navy Band, 7:00 PM, Central Park
9/16/17: Paws for Reading, 10:45 AM – 12:00 PM, Cape Charles Memorial Library
Save the Dates!
o
10/15-19/17: Schooner A.J. Meerwald in Cape Charles Harbor – More details to come!
o
10/28/17:
Trunk-or-Treat
o
12/31/17:
4th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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