Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: September 13, 2017
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published
from time to time on behalf of the municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette
provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape
Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s
government. The Gazette provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the
Town government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security issues and
emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular mail to 2 Plum
Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will find up-to-date
information about the operation of the Town government.

PATRIOT DAY – “WE WILL REMEMBER”
SEPTEMBER 11 COMMEMORATION
American Legion Northampton Post 56 held a Patriot Day – “We Will Remember” Ceremony at
the Cape Charles War Memorial on September 11, 2017 to commemorate victims of the attack
on America and the U.S. military members killed in Iraq, Afghanistan and other fronts in the
war on terrorism, and a show of solidarity for our armed forces and first responders.
It was a very touching ceremony with over 70 in attendance to help honor our heroes.

PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT ON REVISED HISTORIC DISTRICT GUIDELINES
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017
6:00 PM AT THE CAPE CHARLES CIVIC CENTER
The Historic District Review Board is holding a public input meeting to receive comments and suggestions on the draft revised Cape
Charles Historic District Guidelines document.
The Guidelines provide information for any building improvement or new construction project within the Cape Charles Historic District
footprint. Review of the current Guidelines document began in April 2015 and the Board has been revising sections as part of their
regular monthly meetings.
The public input meeting will be held on Thursday, September 14, 2017 at 6:00 pm in the Cape Charles Civic Center, located at 500
Tazewell Avenue. Following the public input meeting, any revisions will be made to the draft document. A formal public hearing and
vote on the revised Guidelines document will take place on Tuesday, October 17 during the Board’s regular monthly meeting.
If you have any questions or comments please contact Town Planner Larry DiRe at 757-331-2036, or via email at
planner@capecharles.org.
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PLANNING COMMISSION DISCUSSION REGARDING BAY AVENUE PARKING
The Planning Commission met for their regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 5, at 6:00 p.m. in the Civic Center. The only
agenda item was the implementation of a formal parking pattern on Bay Avenue. The 2016 comprehensive plan calls for reverseangle parking to be put in place there as part of a complete street program. As part of the agenda packet, town staff provided a report
recommending against the implementation of a reverse-angle parking pattern on the west side of Bay Avenue. This recommendation
is based on the following five reasons: i) overall lack of implementation by communities receiving the same information, from the same
consultant, during the same time period; ii) the variety of vehicles and vehicle attachments currently parallel parking at the beachfront;
iii) concerns over merely moving certain vehicles, including food trucks, to the residential east side of Bay Avenue; iv) proliferation of
golf carts; and v) behavioral concerns and lack of familiarity with reverse-angle parking patterns. Following public comment and
discussion, the Commissioners voted to accept the staff report and recommendation as submitted, and made no recommendation to
Town Council on moving forward with the proposed angle parking plan.
For more information please contact Town Planner Larry DiRe at 757-331-2036, or email planner@capecharles.org

BAGGING OF YARD DEBRIS
With autumn approaching, the Public Works Department has issued a reminder asking citizens
NOT to rake or blow leaves or other yard debris into the streets. Doing so will clog up the
storm drains which will lead to flooding that could severely damage personal property. Please
do your part to keep the yard debris out of the street by bagging them for proper pick-up.
Please note that our recycler only accepts biodegradable bags. Yard debris placed on
the curb in non-biodegradable bags will NOT be picked up. You can arrange for a special pickup by contacting the Utility Clerk Kathy Fraas at 757-331-6901.
Thank you for your assistance!

LEAD PAINT REGULATIONS
With all the renovations currently being done within the Historic District on
homes constructed prior to 1978, we wanted to pass along some important
information regarding lead-based paint and Lead Paint Regulations.
Citizens need to be aware of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
regulations regarding the dangers of Lead Based Paint and the actions that
should be taken when any Renovation, Repair, and Painting projects are
performed on your property.
According to the EPA website, to protect against the risk of lead poisoning, the
EPA has issued the Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule. It requires that firms
performing renovation, repair, and painting projects that disturb lead-based
paint in pre-1978 homes, child care facilities and schools use certified
renovators who have been trained by EPA-approved training providers to follow
lead-safe work practices. All homes built prior to 1978 must be treated as
if they contain lead until a test can prove otherwise.
You can go to the EPA’s website to learn more
about the dangers of Lead Paint.
If your house was built prior to 1978 and you want to hire someone for a Renovation, Repair, and
Painting project, ask to see their required EPA certification. You can search for certified contractors on
the EPA’s website as well.
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SMOKE ALARMS & SMOKE DETECTORS
Smoke Alarms/Smoke Detectors are one of the most important life safety features that you can
have in your home. The presence of these in homes has proven that it can save your life should a
fire occur. According to the National Fire Protection Association, almost two-thirds of home fire
deaths resulted from fires in structures without working smoke alarms. A working smoke alarm
significantly increases your chances of surviving a deadly home fire.
Please click here to learn how to keep you and your family safe should that catastrophic event
occur.
If you have any questions regarding your smoke detectors or are unsure if they are in proper
working condition, you may contact Code Official Jeb Brady at 331-3259 x22.

VOICE MESSAGE OPTION ADDED TO NIXLE ALERTS!
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle Via Voice Message
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and the Nixle Mobile App. The town recently upgraded its service
to add the option for voice messages.
If you have already registered and would like to add your landline or cell phone number(s) to receive voice messages, please go to
Nixle.com, log into your account and update your notification preferences.
If you still need to register, there are several ways for you to do so:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text
to your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS
Hurricane season runs from June 1 through November 30. We’ve been very fortunate to have avoided any major hurricanes over
the past several years. In the event of a tropical storm or hurricane predicted to head our way, please take all warnings seriously.
In 2017, Virginia launched new tiered evacuation zones based on engineering data for the region. The zones are designated A
through D. Properties within the town of Cape Charles are included in zones A, B and C. When a serious storm is expected to
impact Virginia, state and local emergency managers will work with local news media outlets to broadcast evacuation directives to
the public based on the appropriate zone. The Virginia Department of Emergency Management is urging everyone to “Know Your
Zone.” To find out which zone you live or work in, visit www.KnowYourZoneVA.org. Just input your street address in the search bar
to find out which zone you are in.
There are a number of great resources regarding hurricane preparedness available online. Here are a few links:
Virginia Department of Emergency Management Hurricanes Page: http://www.vaemergency.gov/prepare-recover/threat/hurricanes/
Virginia Hurricane Preparedness Guide: http://www.vaemergency.gov/wp-content/uploads/drupal/HurricaneGuide15_ALTmap.pdf
Get Ready America! Hurricane Safety Page: http://hurricanesafety.org/prepare/hurricane-safety-checklists/
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, September 13, 2017:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library
Thursday, September 14, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Public Input Meeting re: Historic Guidelines, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center AGENDA /
DRAFT Historic District Guidelines
Tuesday, September 19, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, September 21, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Monday, September 25, 2017:
Community Enhancement Program Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, September 26, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, September 28, 2017:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, October 3, 2017:
Planning Commission / Town Council Joint Public Hearing & Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at
the Civic Center.
Thursday, October 5, 2017:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, October 9, 2017:
Town Offices closed in observance of Columbus Day.
Tuesday, October 10, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, October 11, 2017:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library
Tuesday, October 17, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Public Hearing & Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, October 19, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, October 23, 2017:
Community Enhancement Program Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, October 24, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.

TRUNK-OR-TREATING – OCTOBER 28, 2017
Trunk or Treating will take place on October 28 from 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
on Mason Avenue in Cape Charles!
Cars will start lining up in the first available parking space in front of the Cape
Charles Memorial Library. Please contact Jen Lewis if you would like to
register your car or golf cart.
Businesses have two opportunities to get involved with Trunk or Treating. The
Best Decorated Storefront will receive a prize. The Best Decorated Storefront
for 2016 was Lemon Tree Gallery. Businesses can also get involved by
passing out candy. Children will be given a list of businesses that will be
participating. Please contact Jen Lewis at 757-331-4785 or
reccoordinator@capecharles.org if you would like to participate.
Don’t forget the traditional trick or treating on October 31 from dusk until 8:00 p.m. Mask are not permitted for youth over 12 years
of age. Town curfew will be strictly enforced for anyone under 18 years of age.
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SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note
to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

9/15/17:
9/16/17:
9/19/17:

Open Mic Night @ Lemon Tree Gallery, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Paws for Reading, 10:45 AM – 12:00 PM, Cape Charles Memorial Library
Community Art and Conservation: A Presentation by Virginia Eastern Shore Land Trust, 10:30 AM – Noon, Lemon
Tree Gallery
9/19/17: Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
9/21/17: Wine and Design with Clelia C. Sheppard, 7:00 PM, Lemon Tree Gallery
9/22/17: Fridays @ Lemon Tree Gallery and Studio Presents Live Music, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
9/26/17: Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
9/29/17: Fridays @ Lemon Tree Gallery and Studio Presents Live Music, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
10/3/17: Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
10/10/17: Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
Save the Dates!
o
10/15-19/17: Schooner A.J. Meerwald in Cape Charles Harbor – More details to come!
o
10/17/17:
Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
o
10/24/17:
Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
o
10/28/17:
Trunk-or-Treat, 3:30 PM – 5:30 PM, along Mason Avenue
o
10/31/17:
Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
o
12/31/17:
4th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot – More details to come!

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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