Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: October 10, 2019
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to
Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The
Gazette provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the
Town government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and
security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by
regular mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you
will find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

AROUND TOWN HALL
1. At the October 3rd special meeting of the Town Council, the proposed leash law was approved by a
unanimous vote. Elected officials, residents and staff have worked together to revise the proposed
language, and Council discussed this matter at meetings in June, July, and August. The leash law
language can be found on the town website and Facebook page. Reminder, the leash law pertains to
publicly-owned property only. So, if your favorite restaurant or shop has a dog-friendly policy this
law does not infringe on that. As suggested by a town resident, information on the new leash law
will be provided to the summer rental properties.
2.

Homestay Regulations: All short-term, homestay accommodations in Cape Charles are required to hold a business license, comply
with all town ordinances including health and safety regulations, and pay transient occupancy taxes. Through legislation adopted
by the Virginia General Assembly several years ago, local governments are regulating accommodations booked through on-line
services similarly to other types of short-term accommodations in their communities. Several years ago the planning commission
discussed additional homestay regulations in Cape Charles, but there was no action at the time. The Town Council recently took
up this matter and will be discussing it at the October 17 regular monthly meeting.

3.

As requested by the town council, staff contacted the financial services firm of Davenport & Company to conduct a comprehensive
fiscal review of the town’s budget, cash reserves, and debt obligations. The full report was presented at the October 3rd special
meeting, and can be found on the town website and Facebook page. Data from the report will be used to guide future financial
decisions including capital project commitments.

4.

Earlier this summer the town received several notices of violation of certain health and safety regulations at the public works
facility. Staff worked to address those matters and bring the facility into compliance. Recently the town was informed by Virginia
Occupational Safety and Health that no fines were imposed on the town for the prior violations. Accordingly, staff has put new
policies and safeguards in place to remain compliant.

5.

As a reminder, the Weekly Activity Reports, are posted on the town’s website to keep the Council and citizens informed of various
activities. If you are interested in reviewing the weekly report, please sign up for e-Notifications or “Like” us on Facebook.

FROM THE TREASURER
The Town received the electronic real estate and personal property tax records from Northampton
County. Treasurer Deborah Pocock will be reviewing the data in preparation for the records being
converted for our financial software. She is hopeful that the annual billing will be distributed by
the end of October with a December 5, 2019 due date.
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NOTICE OF CAPE CHARLES TOWN COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Cape Charles Town Council will hold public hearings on Thursday, October 17, 2019 at 6:30 pm
in the Cape Charles Civic Center at 500 Tazewell Avenue to receive comment on the following
proposed text amendments to the Cape Charles Zoning Ordinance:
i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)

Article VIII, Section 8.20 Design Guidelines; Standards for Review;
Article II, Section 2.9 Definitions;
Article III, Section 3.9 Harbor District and Section 3.12 Planned Unit Developments;
Appendix A Subdivision Ordinance;
Zoning Map amendment clearly defining the Harbor District Overlay.

The items will be voted upon at the November 21, 2019 Town Council Regular Meeting.
The proposed text amendments are available for public review on the Town’s website, www.capecharles.org, under Agendas and
Minutes/Town Council, or in the Planner’s Office, located at 2 Plum Street, during regular business hours. Please contact Town Planner
Zach Ponds at 757-331-2036, or by email at planner@capecharles.org if you have any questions or require additional information.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday, October 15, 2019:
Historic District Review Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, October 17, 2019:
Town Council Executive Session for Library Board Interviews, 5:30 PM at the Town Hall. AGENDA
Town Council Public Hearing, Regular Meeting & Executive Session, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Monday, October 28, 2019:
Town Council & Historic District Review Board Workshop with Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources, 6:00 PM at the
Civic Center.
Tuesday, November 5, 2019:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, November 7, 2019:
Town Council Strategic Planning Retreat, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Friday, November 8, 2019:
Historic District Review Board Work Session, 1:00 PM, at the Civic Center.
Monday, November 11, 2019:
Town Offices closed in observance of Veterans’ Day
Wednesday, November 13, 2019:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM, at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Tuesday, November 19, 2019:
Historic District Review Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, November 21, 2019:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, November 27, 2019:
Town Offices closing at noon for the Thanksgiving Holiday
Thursday, November 28, 2019, & Friday, November 29, 2019:
Town Offices closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday

UPDATE ON CAPE CHARLES’ BOARDS
A number of applications have been received for the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Library Board.
Interviews for the Library Board are being scheduled for October 17, 2019. The candidates to be
interviewed are being contacted to schedule a time for their interviews.
Interviews for the Board of Zoning Appeals will be scheduled in the near future.
If you are a citizen of the Town of Cape Charles and are interested in serving on any of the town’s
boards, please complete the Application for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby
Hume at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org.
Thank you to all the members of the Town’s Boards and Planning Commission for volunteering their time to serve the community in
this capacity! We value the knowledge that you bring to the group and your continued dedication to the Town.
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2019 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
A lot of exciting things have been happening since the July 25 Comprehensive Plan Kick-off Workshop! The Planning Commission
discussed the comprehensive plan update at the three regular meetings that have happened since the Kick-off Workshop (August 6,
September 3, and October 1), and the Commission has scheduled a work session for October 21.
A scope and schedule for the Comprehensive Plan identifies Phase One as “Background and Vision.” Phase One has a timetable of
August 2019 to February 2020. Public input during Phase One includes the following three items:
1.
2.
3.

Kick-off Workshop (held on July 25)
Community Survey
Stakeholder Meetings

The Phase One tasks (and responsible parties, listed in italics) are as follows:
•
•
•
•

Review existing plans, issues, and regulations (all)
Craft a vision statement for Cape Charles (Planning Commission)
Develop Comprehensive Plan scope and outline (staff & Planning Commission)
Draft goals for scope topic areas (Planning Commission)

The Phase One outputs include the following four items:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Analysis of existing plan and needs
Survey summary
Plan outline and inception report
Vision and goals

At the September 3 regular meeting, the Planning Commission Chair, Bill Stramm, assigned phase one output tasks to the
Commissioners, with two Commissioners assigned to each task. The Commissioners will continue to work on these tasks throughout
Phase One, with the goal of completing each task by February 2020.
A community survey was approved by the Planning Commission at the October 1 regular meeting. This community survey will be used
to collect more data to further identify the concerns and goals the community would like to see the comprehensive plan address. A
specific date has not been identified for the distribution of the survey, but keep your eyes open for an update soon!
Have a question? Want to suggest an idea? Call or email us!
Zach Ponds, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
Planning and Zoning Department
757-331-2036
CompPlan@capecharles.org
2019 Comprehensive Plan Update Page

CAPE CHARLES YACHT CLUB ROAD CLEAN-UP
It was a beautiful fall morning for the Cape Charles Yacht Club road cleanup. 7
members of the club participated in today’s clean-up of the roads leading to the Cape
Charles Town Harbor. They were (L-> R) Ginger Strong, Sue Panek, Stuart Smith,
Paul Strong, Rob Colls, Gloria Colls and Rich Gliedman. (“Photographer”)
The CCYC is responsible for Old Cape Charles Road from east of the Bay Creek
entrance to Mason Avenue, and Bay Shore Road from Old Cape Charles Road to the
Town Harbor. Seven bags of trash were collected. The Town thanks CCYC for this
public service!
Submitted by Rich Gliedman
Cape Charles Yacht Club
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MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF CAPE CHARLES FACEBOOK PAGE
As part of the Town’s improved communications initiative, we launched our Facebook page (Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles)
which provides a variety of information useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those having any interest in
our Town’s government. We will be posting information regarding actions being considered by the Town government, upcoming
Town Council and Board meetings, upcoming Town-sponsored activities and events, important public safety and security issues and
emergency announcements.
To follow us, please click the image below and make sure to invite your friends to like us as well!

Photo courtesy of
Jim Granger

October 1, 2019
Cape Charles Sunset
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the Town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its Community Notification
System to alert residents in real-time for localized emergency situations and relevant community
advisories via text, email, web, social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget, which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications you
can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar
Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at
any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would like to see added to the site, please submit
your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape
Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•

10/26/19: Trunk-or-Treating, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m., on Mason Avenue
10/26/19: Haunted Harbor, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m., on the docks of the Cape Charles Harbor
11/11/19: Veterans Day Ceremony, 11:00 a.m. at the Veterans’ Memorial on Mason Avenue
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
11/30/19:
Cape Charles Historical Society Oyster Roast
o
12/7/19:
Cape Charles Volunteer Fire Company Tool Mania
o
12/7/19:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/15/19:
Cookie Trail, 1:00 – 5:00 p.m.
o
12/31/19:
6th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to Libby Hume at gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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