Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: October 13, 2017
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter
published from time to time on behalf of the municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles.
The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to the citizens and
businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or have any
interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides information on actions
being undertaken or being considered by the Town government, upcoming activities in the Town,
important public safety and security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular mail
to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will find
up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

FROM THE TREASURER
The Town received the electronic real estate and personal property tax records from Northampton
County which are being converted for our financial software. Treasurer Deborah Pocock will be
reviewing the data and she is hopeful that the annual billing will be distributed by October 19 with
a December 5, 2017 due date.

TRUNK-OR-TREATING – OCTOBER 28, 2017
Trunk or Treating will take place on October 28 from 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. on
Mason Avenue in Cape Charles!
Cars will start lining up in the first available parking space in front of the Cape
Charles Memorial Library. Please contact Jen Lewis if you would like to register
your car or golf cart.
Businesses have two opportunities to get involved with Trunk or Treating. The
Best Decorated Storefront will receive a prize. The Best Decorated Storefront
for 2016 was Lemon Tree Gallery. Businesses can also get involved by passing
out candy. Children will be given a list of businesses that will be participating.
Please contact Jen Lewis at 757-331-4785 or reccoordinator@capecharles.org
if you would like to participate.
Don’t forget the traditional trick or treating on October 31 from dusk until 8:00 p.m. Masks are not permitted for youth over 12
years of age. Town curfew will be strictly enforced for anyone under 18 years of age.

BAGGING OF YARD DEBRIS
On September 21, 2017, the Cape Charles Town Council adopted Ordinance 20170921 modifying
Town Code Section 46-17 prohibiting grass, weeds or other vegetable matter from being blown,
deposited or piled in any gutter or street, or storm water system. With autumn here, the town
wants to ensure that the storm drains are kept clear to reduce the chance of flooding that could
severely damage personal property. Please do your part to keep the yard debris out of the street by
bagging them for proper pick-up.
Please note that our recycler only accepts biodegradable bags. Yard debris placed on the
curb in non-biodegradable bags will NOT be picked up. You can arrange for a special pick-up by
contacting the Utility Clerk Kathy Fraas at 757-331-6901.
Thank you for your assistance!
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CAPE CHARLES YACHT CLUB ROAD CLEAN-UP
Thirteen members of the Cape Charles Yacht Club (CCYC) participated in the quarterly clean-up of the roads leading to the Cape
Charles Town Harbor on September 30, 2017: Judy and Sam Barker, Martina and John Coker, Maggie and Jim Liepman, Joan Natali,
Sue and Bob Panek, Stuart Smith, Rob Smithwick, Hania and Dave Steward. The CCYC is responsible for Old Cape Charles Road
from the Bay Creek entrance to Mason Avenue, and Bay Shore Road from Old Cape Charles Road to the Town Harbor. Thirteen bags
of trash were collected.
The Town thanks CCYC for this public service!

RAFT PROJECT UPDATE
Cape Charles is one of three pilot communities participating in the Resilience Adaptation Feasibility
Tool (RAFT) project. RAFT is a scorecard developed by an academic team composed of
representatives from Old Dominion University, the University of Virginia, Virginia Tech, and the
College of William & Mary (including both the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) and the
Virginia Coastal Policy Center). The RAFT team is also gathering input from local governments,
state agencies and other relevant entities. The following is from the one-year checklist of
prioritized items as determined by those attending the June 26, 2017 workshop (page 19 in the full
report). Staff will hold a conference call with the RAFT university partners on Wednesday October
18 at 10:30. Please feel free to submit any comments and questions to Town Planner Larry DiRe at
757-331-2036 or planner@capecharles.org

COMMUNICATION & EDUCATION
1. Educate council on flooding (and what can be done about it), and coastal resilience
2. Develop council/commission from representatives from planning commission, historic, wetlands, harbor, community, etc.
3. Develop FAQ on main website on dunes, Community Rating System (CRS), and what residents can do

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & ACTION
1. Investigate ways to incentivize residents to enhance coastal resilience
2. Education for seasonals (tourism), more signage, "Puppies for the Bay" (include why/importance & poop/scoop for residents)

LEGISLATION AND POLICY
1. Zoning/Codes n/a a. Review long-term codes/zoning (incentives, enforcement, open land, setbacks, elevation, etc.)
2. Cross-jurisdiction on resilience topic
a. Discussion with Northhampton County & DEQ for biosolids/E.Coli (drains, setbacks, beach closures, timing of application)
b. Interact more with Accomack-Northampton Planning District Commission (ANPDC)
3. Determine amount of green infrastructure present and develop an open space plan to assist with CRS
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PODS REMINDER
VDOT’s Land Use Permit Regulations require a permit for any “commercial use and occupancy of the
right of way” which would include placement of pods on the street. Those pods must be marked with
retroreflective tape or paint for nighttime visibility.

UPDATE ON NORTHAMPTON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Staff was invited to participate in the Northampton County comprehensive plan stakeholders
group, as reported to the Town Planning Commission in August. That stakeholder meeting
took place on Wednesday September 13 at 6:30 pm in the County building in Eastville.
Stakeholder participants were assigned certain sections of the draft plan to read and comment
on. Town staff also attended the Tuesday September 5 County planning commission meeting
where the stakeholder group process was discussed. It should be noted that town staff was
the only member of the public in attendance when the stakeholder group was discussed. That
meeting also had numerous public hearings and the public who attended earlier portions of the
meeting drifted away as the meeting progressed. Town staff recognizes that all participation
in the County plan revision process is public in nature, and will treat all documentation and
correspondence as such.
There are several process-related statements in the draft plan deserving consideration. First, part I, section 2.6 (page 34) reads as
follows: “Recommendations - The County should review and revise the current zoning ordinance based on the recommendations in
this Plan.” On this it should be noted that the “town edge” designation is absent from the draft plan. Reconciling this draft plan with
a zoning ordinance that likewise removes “town edge” designation is a matter Cape Charles should watch closely. Second, part I,
implementation strategy 3.1.1 (page 50) calls for economic development contact person, presumably a County staff member. Such
a contact person can be an asset to Cape Charles and work closely with the Town on commonly recognized economic development
goals. Third, while the draft plan is silent on the “town edge” designation, there are several sections stating that the County will
work “cooperatively” with towns on certain matters. These include: part I, section 2.2.6 Towns (page 29) “The County will consider
each Town’s Comprehensive Plan and will work cooperatively with the Towns on all land-use matters.” From the same section and
page, “The County will work cooperatively with the Towns to attract development that is compatible with the Towns and that
contributes to their economic and community vitality.” And, “The County should work cooperatively with the Towns and where
appropriate the Joint Industrial Development Authority to identify locations for compatible new industrial and commercial locations
and/or the expansion of existing centers in the Towns.” The final reference to working cooperatively with the town is found in part I,
section 6.3 Community Facility and Service Issues (page 72) “There is a need to revitalize neighborhoods and towns through the
development and cooperative implementation of specific area plans, infrastructure development where appropriate, installation of
public improvements such as sidewalks and street lighting, and expanded law enforcement presence.”
All information on the Northampton County comprehensive
http://www.co.northampton.va.us/departments/comprehensive.html

plan
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CENTRAL PARK MEMORIAL TREE MAP
Citizens for Central Park (CCP) recently installed a map and index to assist people in locating
the 92 memorial trees in Central Park. This replaces the original individual markers, many of
which have been damaged and lost over the years.
It includes the 20 additional trees which have
been dedicated within the past year.
CCP raised the funds for this improvement
through beverage sales and donations at the
Harbor for the Arts Concerts in the Park this past
summer.
CCP thanks both residents and visitors for
supporting events and improvements in Central
Park.
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NEW ROOTS YOUTH GARDEN AUTUMN GARDEN CLUB AND FARM STAND
Autumn Garden Club meets Thursday at 5 until 6.30, starting on September 21. The Farm Stand will be open depending on what we
are able to harvest, so please follow us on Facebook @newrootsyouthgarden for events and dates that it will be open!
Did you know...New Roots is at the Cape Charles Farmer's Market? We go every week, and if you want to hang out with Miss
Hannah and see how the big farmers sell their produce, just drop by the Market at the Museum on Tuesdays from 3-6pm.
Autumn Garden Club Schedule:
October 19th: Our Rainbow World: Why Do Leaves Change Color and Fall?
October 26th: New Roots Youth Garden and Community Harvest Festival
Submitted by Hannah Denny, Garden Club Coordinator

CAPE CHARLES BOARD VACANCIES
The Town currently has vacancies on the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Library Board.
The Board of Zoning Appeals hears zoning appeals and reviews variance and special exception
application and meets as needed. The BZA consists of five members each serving five-year terms.
The Library Board oversees the Cape Charles Memorial Library and meets monthly on the second
Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. The Board consists of seven members each serving four-year terms.
If you live in the Town and are interested in serving on either board, please complete the Application
for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to
clerk@capecharles.org.
Once applications are collected, interviews will be scheduled with the Town Council to fill the vacancies.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•

•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Saturday, October 14, 2017:
Wetlands & Coastal Dune Board Work Session, 10:00 AM at the Cape Charles Beach. AGENDA
Monday, October 16, 2017:
Community Enhancement Program Board Strategic Planning Session, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Community Enhancement Program Board Work Session, immediately following the Strategic Planning Session. AGENDA
Tuesday, October 17, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Public Hearing & Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center AGENDA / DRAFT
Historic District Guidelines
Thursday, October 19, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Monday, October 23, 2017:
Community Enhancement Program Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Harbor Area Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Town Hall
Tuesday, October 24, 2017:
Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting, 10:00 AM at the Civic Center.
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, November 7, 2017:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, November 8, 2017:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library
Thursday, November 9, 2017:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Friday, November 10, 2017:
Town Offices closed in observance of Veterans’ Day.
Monday, November 13, 2017:
Community Enhancement Program Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, November 14, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, November 16, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
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SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note
to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

VOICE MESSAGE OPTION ADDED TO NIXLE ALERTS!
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle Via Voice Message
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and the Nixle Mobile App. The town recently upgraded its service
to add the option for voice messages.
If you have already registered and would like to add your landline or cell phone number(s) to receive voice messages, please go to
Nixle.com, log into your account and update your notification preferences.
If you still need to register, there are several ways for you to do so:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text
to your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•

10/15-19/17: Schooner A.J. Meerwald in Cape Charles Harbor – More details to come!
10/17/17: Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
10/24/17: Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
10/28/17: Trunk-or-Treat, 3:30 PM – 5:30 PM, along Mason Avenue
10/31/17: Cape Charles Farmers Market, 3:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
11/24/17 – 12/22/17: Festive Fridays!
o
12/2/17:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/10/17:
Cape Charles Cookie Trail
o
12/31/17:
4th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot – More details to come!

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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