Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: November 9, 2017
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter
published from time to time on behalf of the municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles.
The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to the citizens and
businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or have any
interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides information on actions
being undertaken or being considered by the Town government, upcoming activities in the Town,
important public safety and security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular mail
to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will find
up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

FROM THE TREASURER
The Cape Charles personal property and real property tax bills were mailed mid-October. Both bills will be
due on December 5, 2017.
If you have any questions or did not receive your bill, please contact the Finance Department at 757-3312979.

CAPE CHARLES HISTORICAL SOCIETY OYSTER ROAST
On Saturday, November 25 the Cape Charles Historical Society will hold its 20th annual Oyster
Roast from 4 until 8 at the Museum – note the earlier time this year. The menu includes local
oysters - roasted and raw, fried chicken, potato salad, chowder, 4 bean salad, homemade rolls,
desserts, coffee, soda and special ice cream from local Brown Dog Ice Cream, with beer and
wine available. Food is served 4 -6 PM, with live classic and acoustic rock music by Mike Proffitt
and Dana Silvercloud throughout. Also, a silent auction featuring an array of eclectic items, and
the traditional Eastern Shore 50/50 raffle. Seating is available both inside the Museum and
outside under the tent (with some heat).
Tickets to the Roast are $40 for adults and $15 for children 7-12. As always we welcome
sponsors ($120 gives 2 tickets; $240 – 4 tickets, etc) and also items for the Silent Auction.
Tickets and sponsorships are available in Cape Charles at Periwinkles on 215 Mason Ave by cash or check, and at the Museum by
cash, check or credit card. To pay over the internet with a credit card, send an email to ccmuseum@hughes.net stating number of
tickets desired, and you will be invoiced through Paypal. ($1 extra per ticket to cover Paypal or credit card costs). You may also
order them from our new website www.capecharlesmuseum.org.
Best to purchase tickets at least 10 days before the event, as we usually sell out and they may not be available at the door. Proceeds
of the event benefit the Cape Charles Museum. Call 757-331-1008 for more information. Parking lot parking available just east of the
Museum. Remember to bring your oyster knives if you like to use them. They can also be purchased at the event.
Article submitted by Marion Naar, Cape Charles Historical Society/Cape Charles Museum
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TURKEY FRYING
Turkey frying is becoming an increasingly popular way to
prepare the main course for that special Thanksgiving meal.
However, what most people do not realize is the dangers that
come with turkey frying. Turkey fryers use a substantial
quantity of cooking oil at very high temperatures and pose a
significant danger that hot oil will be released at some point
during the cooking process. Some important points to
consider should you choose to fry a turkey this holiday
season.
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Hot oil may splash or spill at any point during the
cooking process. The fryers are very unstable and
could tip very easily. Any contact between the hot
oil and skin could result in serious injury or death.
In deep frying, oil is heated to temperatures of 350°
Fahrenheit or more. Cooking oil is combustible, and
if it is heated beyond its cooking temperature, its
vapors can ignite. Always have a thermometer handy for checking the temperature of the oil. Even if the unit has
temperature controls, they can fail.
Propane-fired turkey fryers are designed for outdoor use and should be used away from the house. A deck is not a safe
area for use as generally most decks are made of combustible materials.
Always make sure the turkey is completely thawed. Sticking a partially frozen turkey in hot grease greatly increases the
potential for fire.
Never leave the fryer unattended while it is on.
Always follow proper instructions on the fryer as to not overfill more than is needed. Most fires start because of overfilling.
Please click here for a video showing how NOT to fry a turkey.

Please be aware of the possible dangers and keep your family and home safe during the holidays.

REMEMBER TO “FREEZE THE GREASE” THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Over the next few weeks, many households will be cooking more than usual as
they prepare to host family members for the holidays. That’s why the
Department of Public Utilities is asking residents to avoid sending fats, oils, and
grease (FOG) down the drain.
Any FOG that enters the plumbing system, whether through your kitchen sink or
bathroom toilet, can thicken and block pipes, causing sewage to back up into
homes. Proper disposal can save you an inconvenient (and expensive) visit from
your plumber.
Here are some simple tips to protect your home from nasty sewer back-ups and
save you money this holiday season:
•

Store any used oil in a can and freeze it for reuse (make sure to strain out
any food particles first). Oil can be kept for up to six months and reused for
up to six hours of fry time.

•

Pour used oil in a can and place it in the fridge. After the grease hardens,
plop the can in the trash.

And remember, turkey grease isn’t the only thing you have to be mindful of this holiday season. Many other foods, like salad
dressings, butter, ice cream and even baked goods contain large amounts of FOG that can wreak havoc on your sewer system. So be
sure to dispose of these foods in the trash as well.
Courtesy of the City of Virginia Beach
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CAPE CHARLES COMMUNITY TRAIL
Town Council approved the Master Plan for the Cape Charles Community Trail in 2007. The planned alignment of the trail is shown
below. The full Master Plan may be reviewed at www.capecharles.org, Planning and Zoning Department.

Phases 1 and 2 have been completed.

The design process for Phase 3, south
Peach Street, commenced in July 2017.
A public input meeting on alternative
design concepts was held on August 31,
2017. Based on this input, a revised
design for Phase 3 was developed and is
shown below.

Town Council has decided to implement
a reduced scope Phase 3, encompassing
the block of Peach Street between
Randolph and Mason Avenues, including
the connection to the improved sidewalk
and Strawberry Street Pedestrian Plaza
on the south side of Mason Avenue. The
design process for Phase 3 will proceed
on this basis. We hope to begin
construction in late 2018.
Town Council has designated Bay Avenue
as Phase 4 and the Town has applied for
grant funding to design and build that
segment. The Phase 4 conceptual plan
takes advantage of the existing 12’ wide
concrete boardwalk along the west side
of Bay Avenue. Small plazas are
proposed at Monroe and Mason Avenues
(with bicycle racks and a shade
structure), as well as improved handicap
access, sand control measures at each
beach entrance, and pedestrian lighting
to replace the highway style lights. If
the grant is approved the design process
could start in late 2018 or early 2019.
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
The Cape Charles Volunteer Fire Company celebrated Fire Prevention Week on October 11, 2017.
Fire Department Volunteers gave presentations to children and adults at the Cape Charles Fire
Department. The firemen demonstrated how to put on all their fire gear, how to use various
tools and gave a tour of the fire trucks. Large coloring sheets were available for children to
leave a message for their favorite fireman. The Fire Department served hot dogs, chips and
drinks free of charge for each participant.
Each child left with a goodie bag full of activities with
helpful fire tips. There was a raffle for two smoke
detectors and two carbon monoxide detectors. The
winners for this were Masen Bell, Veann DuVall, Andrew
Spencer and Marie Brady.
Thank you to all the volunteers at the Cape Charles
Volunteer Fire Company for an informative and fun
night!

CAPE CHARLES BOARD VACANCIES
The Town currently has vacancies on the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Library Board.
The Board of Zoning Appeals hears zoning appeals and reviews variance and special exception
application and meets as needed. The BZA consists of five members each serving five-year terms.
The Library Board oversees the Cape Charles Memorial Library and meets monthly on the second
Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. The Board consists of seven members each serving four-year terms.
If you live in the Town and are interested in serving on either board, please complete the Application
for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to
clerk@capecharles.org.
Once applications are collected, interviews will be scheduled with the Town Council to fill the vacancies.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friday, November 10, 2017:
Town Offices closed in observance of Veterans’ Day.
Tuesday, November 14, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, November 16, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Town Council Executive Session, immediately following Town Council Regular Meeting. AGENDA
Tuesday, November 21, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Public Hearing & Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center
Wednesday, November 22, 2017:
Town Offices closing at noon for Thanksgiving Day holiday.
Thursday, November 22, 2017, and Friday, November 23, 2017:
Town Offices closed for Thanksgiving Day holiday.
Tuesday, November 28, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, December 5, 2017:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, December 7, 2017:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, December 11, 2017:
Community Enhancement Program Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, December 13, 2017:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library
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SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note
to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

VOICE MESSAGE OPTION ADDED TO NIXLE ALERTS!
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle Via Voice Message
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and the Nixle Mobile App. The town recently upgraded its service
to add the option for voice messages.
If you have already registered and would like to add your landline or cell phone number(s) to receive voice messages, please go to
Nixle.com, log into your account and update your notification preferences.
If you still need to register, there are several ways for you to do so:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text
to your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.
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Cape Charles Central Park Grand Illumination 2016

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

11/11/17: American Legion Post 56 Veterans Day Ceremony – 11:00 AM, Cape Charles War Memorial
11/24/17 – 12/22/17: Festive Fridays!
11/25/17: Cape Charles Historical Society 20th Annual Oyster Roast, 4:00 PM – 8:00 PM, Cape Charles Museum
12/2/17: Santa Claus arrives in Cape Charles by Fire Truck!, 8:30 AM, Mason Avenue
12/2/17: Grand Illumination of Central Park, 5:30 PM-Lighted Golf Cart Parade; 6:00 PM Grand Illumination Ceremony
12/9/17: Cape Charles Volunteer Fire Company’s ToolMania, 3:00 PM – 8:00 PM, Cape Charles Fire Company
12/10/17: Cape Charles Cookie Trail, 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM
12/31/17: 4th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot, 10:00 PM, Cape Charles Central Park
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
4/27/18:
Blessing of the Fleet
o
4/28/18:
Eastern Shore of Virginia House & Garden Tour
o
7/4/18:
July 4th Celebrations
o
9/11/18:
9-11 Memorial
o
11/11/18:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/1/18:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/18:
5th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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