Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: December 15, 2017
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of
information that we believe will be useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape
Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or have any interest in
our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides information on actions
being undertaken or being considered by the Town government, upcoming activities
in the Town, important public safety and security issues and emergency
announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by
regular mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you
will find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

FESTIVE FRIDAYS IN CAPE CHARLES CONTINUE UNTIL DECEMBER 22ND
Shop, Stroll & Savor our Cape Charles Charm! The local merchants will be open until 8:00 p.m.
offering discounts, door prizes, open houses and restaurant specials! Enjoy live, local music in
Downtown Cape Charles along with carriage rides and visits from Santa and Mrs. Claus. The street
will be decorated with lighted luminaries designed by Arts Enter and the Cape Charles Christian
School students. There will also be FREE Christmas movies shown on the big screen at the Historic
Palace Theatre! Click the appropriate link below for the schedule of activities for that day:
•
•
•
•

Festive
Festive
Festive
Festive

Friday, December 15.
Weekend Events, December 16 & 17.
Friday, December 22.
Weekend Events, December 23.

We hope you will be able to participate in this year’s Festive Fridays!
For more details, please visit:
https://www.facebook.com/festivefridayscapecharles/
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CHRISTMAS TREE FIRE SAFETY

As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A small fire that spreads to a Christmas tree can grow large very quickly!
Picking the tree

• Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not fall off when touched.
Placing the tree
•
•
•
•

Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 2" from the base of the trunk.

•

Use lights that have the label of an independent testing laboratory. Some lights are only
for indoor or outdoor use.

•

Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read
manufacturer's instructions for number of light strands to connect.

•
•

Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.

•

Get rid of the tree after Christmas. Dried-out trees are a fire danger and should not be
left in the home or garage, or placed outside against the home. The Public Works
Department will pick up discarded live Christmas trees beginning in January.

•

Bring outdoor electrical lights inside after the holidays to prevent hazards and make
them last longer.

Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from any heat source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents or lights.
Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.

Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water daily.
Lighting the tree

Always turn off Christmas tree lights before leaving home or going to bed.
After Christmas

Home Christmas Tree Fires Fact Sheet

Christmas Tree Safety Tips

Source: www.nfpa.org/education

2017 GRAND ILLUMINATION FESTIVITIES!
Santa Claus arrived at Central Park by golf cart on Saturday
evening, December 2, 2017!
We had a great turnout for the Grand Illumination of Central
Park and the Lighted Golf Cart Parade was the largest one yet
with over 30 golf carts participating!
Afterwards, Santa met with some of the children in the Central
Park Gazebo!

Photos provided by Blue Heron Realty.
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BEST DECORATED STOREFRONT WINNERS
The Town of Cape Charles Recreation Department sponsored a contest this Holiday Season for the best decorated storefronts in Cape
Charles. The winners were announced on December 2 before the Grand Illumination. Congratulations to the winners and a huge
thank you to all the businesses who participated!

First Place – Breezes Day Spa and Boutique for
their elegant and sophisticated storefront.

Second Place – Love Letters for their eye-catching
storefront.

Third Place – Blue Heron Realty for their festive
storefront.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Wednesday, December 20, 2017:
Community Enhancement Program Board Closed Session, 5:00 PM at the Town Hall. AGENDA
Thursday, December 21, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Friday, December 22, 2017:
Town Offices closing at noon for the Christmas holiday.
Monday, December 25, 2017, and Tuesday, December 26, 2017:
Town Offices closed for the Christmas holiday.
Monday, January 1, 2018, and Tuesday, January 2, 2018:
Town Offices closed for the New Year’s holiday.
Wednesday, January 3, 2018:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, January 4, 2018:
Town Council Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, January 8, 2018:
Community Enhancement Program Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM
at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, January 9, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, January 10, 2018:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Friday, January 12, 2018:
Town Offices closed for Lee-Jackson Day.
Monday, January 15, 2018:
Town Offices closed for Martin Luther King Jr Day.
Tuesday, January 16, 2018:
Historic District Review Board Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center.
Thursday, January 18, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Town Council Executive Session, immediately following Town Council Regular Meeting.
Monday, January 22, 2018:
Community Enhancement Program Board Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, January 23, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 12/13/17
Barbara Schwenk, Transportation Program Manager
Accomack-Northampton Planning District Commission (A-NPDC)
757-787-2936 x127
bschwenk@a-npdc.org
PUBLIC MEETING FOR PHASE III SOUTERN TIP BIKE & HIKE TRAIL
Feasibility for connecting from Capeville Drive north to Cape Charles/Cheriton area
Accomac, VA: The public is invited to an open house for review of optional routes for Phase III of the Southern Tip Bike & Hike Trail
on Thursday, January 4, 2018, from 4 to 8 pm at Kiptopeke Elementary School Auditorium. Participants will review and
comment on maps showing the potential routes for the trail.
Phase I of the Southern Tip Bike & Hike Trail starts at the Eastern Shore of Virginia National Wildlife Visitor Center and ends at Cedar
Grove Drive. Phase II is contracted for construction in 2018 and will connect Cedar Grove Drive and Capeville Drive.
Now the feasibility of the Phase III trail is being studied as a result of the A-NPDC’s receipt of a federal grant to select routes and
contract with an engineering firm to develop a preliminary engineering report that will include an analysis and recommendation as to
the most feasible route for the trail.
Several optional routes have been identified and will be presented at the open house. The greatest difficulty in planning routes for
Phase III from its southern terminus with Phase II at Capeville Drive has been safely crossing Route 13. Citizen input will help
determine the final two routes the engineers will study.
About A-NPDC: There are 21 PDCs in Virginia. They are made up of elected officials and citizens appointed to the Commission by
member local governments. Virginia's PDCs provide a variety of technical and program services to member local governments. They
include grant application assistance, management services for program implementation, land use planning services and mapping.
Transportation planning is another role for PDCs, who deal with highway development, pedestrian and bicycle facilities, ridesharing,
airport planning, and specialized transit. See our website at: www-a-npdc.org for additional information about our work.

HEALTHY EATING – ACTIVE LIVING
CITIES & TOWNS CAMPAIGN
The Institute for Public Health Innovation is leading an initiative called the Healthy Eating-Active
Living (HEAL) Cities & Towns Campaign in strategic partnership with the Virginia Municipal League
and Maryland Municipal League. The HEAL Cities & Towns Campaign for the Mid-Atlantic is
funded by Kaiser Permanente and is part of a growing national campaign that is currently taking
place in California, Oregon and Colorado. The HEAL Cities & Towns Campaign supports cities and
towns in Virginia and Maryland in creating healthier communities by adopting policies that foster
active living and healthy eating.
The conditions in which we live, learn, work, play and age have a profound impact on how healthy
we will be over the course of our lives. Our day-to-day routines are influenced by our
environments. HEAL policies and practices affect livability and prosperity by improving both
physical environments and the fiscal health of a community. The HEAL Cities & Towns Campaign
actively supports government leaders to adopt and implement local policies and practices that
create environments that promote healthy eating and physical activity, in order to help make the
healthier choice the easier choice for residents and municipal employees.
Several staff members have formed a committee to review the information from the HEAL Cities &
Towns Campaign in an effort to bring this program to Cape Charles. A work session will be
scheduled with the Town Council in early 2018 to review the program with them and to obtain
their support of the program. The town will also be reaching out to partner with a number of
other organizations to promote Healthy Eating-Active Living in the town and surrounding areas.
Other informative resources from the HEAL Cities & Towns Campaign website:
•
Fact Sheets
•
Map of HEAL Cities & Towns in the Mid-Atlantic
•
HEAL for Older Adults
•
HEAL and Economic Development
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CAPE CHARLES BOARD VACANCIES
The Town currently has vacancies on the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Library Board.
The Board of Zoning Appeals hears zoning appeals and reviews variance and special exception
application and meets as needed. The BZA consists of five members each serving five-year
terms.
The Library Board oversees the Cape Charles Memorial Library and meets monthly on the
second Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. The Board consists of seven members each serving four-year
terms.
If you live in the Town and are interested in serving on either board, or any other board, please
complete the Application for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at
2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org.
Once applications are collected, interviews will be scheduled with the Town Council to fill the vacancies.

SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note
to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

VOICE MESSAGE OPTION ADDED TO NIXLE ALERTS!
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle Via Voice Message
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and the Nixle Mobile App. The town recently upgraded its service
to add the option for voice messages.
If you have already registered and would like to add your landline or cell phone number(s) to receive voice messages, please go to
Nixle.com, log into your account and update your notification preferences.
If you still need to register, there are several ways for you to do so:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text
to your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.
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The Town offices will be closing at noon on Friday,
December 22, 2017, and closed on Monday, December
25, 2017, and Tuesday, December 26, 2017, in
observance of the Christmas Holiday.
The Town offices will be closed on Monday, January 1,
2018, and Tuesday, January 2, 2018, for the New
Year’s Holiday.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•

12/18/17: Festive Fridays
12/22/17: Festive Fridays
12/31/17: 4th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot, 10:00 PM, Cape Charles Central Park
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
4/27/18:
Blessing of the Fleet
o
4/28/18:
Eastern Shore of Virginia House & Garden Tour
o
7/4/18:
July 4th Celebrations
o
9/11/18:
9-11 Memorial
o
11/11/18:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/1/18:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/18:
5th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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