Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: December 14, 2018
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape
Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides
information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town government,
upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security issues and emergency
announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular
mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will
find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

TOWN OF CAPE CHARLES’ BOARD AND EMPLOYEES APPRECIATION RECEPTION
The Cape Charles Town Council held a Cape Charles Board Volunteers and
Employees Appreciation Reception on Wednesday, November 14, 2018 at the Oyster
Farm Eatery. The members of all the town’s boards (Planning Commission, Historic
District Review Board, Wetlands & Coastal Dune Board, Harbor Area Review Board,
Board of Zoning Appeals, and Building Code Board of Appeals) were invited, and we
had over 70 in attendance. It was a wonderful evening and the perfect atmosphere
giving everyone a chance to relax and get to know each other outside of their
meetings and work routines.
Librarian Ann Rutledge and Library Assistants
Bobby Harmon and Sharon Silvey

Nan Bennett, Board of Zoning Appeals
member Jim Holloway, Councilwoman
Tammy Holloway

Town Manager Larry DiRe,
Councilman Paul Grossman
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CHRISTMAS TREE FIRE SAFETY

As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A small fire that spreads to a Christmas tree can grow large very quickly!
Picking the tree

• Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not fall off when touched.
Placing the tree
•
•

Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 2" from the base of the trunk.

•
•

Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.

•

Use lights that have the label of an independent testing laboratory. Some lights are only for
indoor or outdoor use.

•

Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read
manufacturer's instructions for number of light strands to connect.

•
•

Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.

•

Get rid of the tree after Christmas. Dried-out trees are a fire danger and should not be left in the home or garage, or placed
outside against the home. The Public Works Department will pick up discarded live Christmas trees beginning in January.

•

Bring outdoor electrical lights inside after the holidays to prevent hazards and make them last longer.

Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from any heat source, like fireplaces, radiators,
candles, heat vents or lights.

Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water daily.
Lighting the tree

Always turn off Christmas tree lights before leaving home or going to bed.
After Christmas

Home Christmas Tree Fires Fact Sheet

Christmas Tree Safety Tips

Source: www.nfpa.org/education

2018 GRAND ILLUMINATION FESTIVITIES!
Santa Claus arrived at Central Park on Saturday evening, December 1, 2018! Quite a
few people braved the rainy weather, to come out for the Lighted Golf Cart Parade and
Grand Illumination of Central Park!
The evening began with the Tidewater Concert Band
playing wonderful orchestral Christmas music for
everyone. Afterwards, Santa and Mrs. Claus met with
some of the children in the Central Park Gazebo!

The Ponds Family with
Mr. & Mrs. Claus

Photos courtesy of Blue Heron Realty
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MEET TOWN PLANNER ZACH PONDS!
Zach Ponds joined the town staff as the new Town Planner on November 29, 2018. He graduated
with an undergraduate degree in Geography from the University of Alabama in 2012, and a master’s
degree in Public Administration in 2018 from Kennesaw State University (GA), where he was inducted
as an honorary member of the Pi Alpha Alpha Global Honor Society for Public Affairs and
Administration. Zach wrote his practicum paper for his MPA program on autonomous vehicles and
how they might affect cities in the near future. Zach is passionate about creating walkable,
pedestrian-oriented, multi-modal communities.
Having been born in Austin, Texas and graduating high school just outside of Nashville, Tennessee,
Zach has slowly made his way east, finally settling in Cape Charles, Virginia with his wife and 18month-old daughter. He has worked in the planning profession for three years, with most of his
professional planning experience working in the City of Chamblee, Georgia. Outside of work, Zach
enjoys outdoor recreation, reading, and, of course, watching Alabama football.

DEPUTY CLERK TRACY OUTTEN OBTAINS
MUNICIPAL CLERK CERTIFICATION
Please help us to congratulate Deputy Clerk Tracy Outten on fulfilling the requirements of the Certified
Municipal Clerk (CMC) Program through the International Institute of Municipal Clerks.
The CMC designation is a declaration that Tracy is proficient in her position and has demonstrated a
mastery of administrative skills critical to local government.
The town is fortunate to have Tracy as part of our “family!”

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday, December 18, 2018:
Historic District Review Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Wednesday, December 19, 2018:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, December 20, 2018:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Monday, December 24 & Tuesday, December 25, 2018:
Town offices closed for Christmas holiday.
Monday, December 31, 2018 & Tuesday, January 1, 2019:
Town offices closed for New Year’s holiday.
Thursday, January 3, 2019:
Town Council Work Session, 6:30 PM, at the Civic Center.
Monday, January 7, 2019:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM, at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, January 9, 2019:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM, at the Cape Charles Memorial Library
Tuesday, January 15, 2019:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, January 16, 2019:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00-4:00 PM, at the Town Hall.
Thursday, January 17, 2019:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center.
Friday, January 18, 2019:
Town offices closed for Lee-Jackson Day.
Monday, January 21, 2019:
Town offices closed for Martin Luther King Jr Day.
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EASTERN SHORE OF VIRGINIA TOURISM COMMISSION APPOINTMENT
At the November 29, 2018 Special Meeting, Town Council voted to appoint Councilwoman Tammy
Holloway as the Cape Charles representative member of the recently restructured Eastern Shore of
Virginia Tourism Commission. As part of the Commission’s restructuring process Cape Charles will
have a councilmember as a permanent ex-officio member. The two other ex-officio members
represent the Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce, and the State Tourism Commission. Additional
members will include a member of each of the Accomack and Northampton County Boards of
Supervisors, and one at-large member appointed by each of the two county Boards of Supervisors.
The new commission board will begin serving on January 1, 2019.
Councilwoman Holloway stated “Tourism revenue has become a significant cornerstone of the Cape
Charles economy. As a resident of the town I know the reason we have great businesses like the
Cape Charles Brewing Company, Moonrise Jewelry and Brown Dog Ice Cream are because they thrive
during our traditional “high season.” Without this economy we would never be able to have some of
these quality businesses in our gem of a town. I look forward to representing the town as the Eastern Shore of Virginia Tourism
Commission continues to move the regional approach which was established over the past 20 years by a very hard working and
visionary commission.”

PARKING AD HOC COMMITTEE
An ad hoc committee whose members represent the Planning Commission, Cape Charles Business Association, Cape Charles Main
Street, and the Town of Cape Charles Staff has been formed to study the parking situation within the Main Street Commercial District
of the town making both short and long-term recommendations.
Phase 1: In the short term the Committee is addressing the following:
1.

A recommendation from the Committee has been sent to the Planning Commission for consideration at their January 7
meeting. Included is:
a) Replace reverse angle parking with front end parking at a 45-degree angle
b) Add one handicapped parking space each in the zero block and 100 block of Mason Street
c) Add parallel parking stripes on the north side of Mason Avenue between Fig and Peach Streets and from Harbor to Bay
Streets.
d) Install better directional signage for the Strawberry Plaza parking lot.

2.

A petition has been sent to the Virginia General Assembly to be heard in the 2019 session requesting the Town Council of
Cape Charles be given the authority to control the parking on town streets including but not limited to boats, trailers, and
RV’s. No policy will be set until the authority is given to the Town.

Future Phases: In the long term the Committee will:
1.

Identify all parking resources and potential parking sources in Cape Charles including parallel parking along curbs and
shoulders, golf cart parking, bicycle racks, and reduced speed limits

2.

Investigate the use of current available parking in various seasons of the year, days and hours of the week, and at various
events

The Committee will continue to seek public opinion through Community Input meetings. Cape Charles Main Street presented a
phased approach to the Planning Commission at their November 6, 2018 meeting. The Commission will continue to review proposed
parking changes and make a recommendation to Town Council. Public comment is welcome at every Planning Commission meeting.
Any changes to street markings and\or the parking pattern is VDOT’s final decision.
Through articles in the Gazette the citizens of Cape Charles will be kept apprised of all the discussions and decisions of the Parking
Ad Hoc Committee. Although public comment meetings will be held regularly the public is invited to attend any of the meetings of
the committee which are advertised on the Town of Cape Charles website. To receive direct notices about Town related meetings,
sign up for E-Notifications.
Article submitted by Diane D’Amico
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2018 BEST DECORATED STOREFRONT WINNERS
The Town of Cape Charles Recreation Department sponsored a contest this Holiday Season for the best decorated storefronts in Cape
Charles and the winners were recently announced. Congratulations to the winners and a huge thank you to all the businesses who
participated!

First Place – SEA Consulting Group

Second Place – Cape Charles Candy

CAPE CHARLES MEMORIAL LIBRARY

CAPE CHARLES TOWN-WIDE READ
JANUARY TO MID-FEBRUARY 2019
During the month of January residents of Cape Charles
and the Eastern Shore are encouraged to read the book
The Magnificent Ambersons. This book was written by
Booth Tarkington in 1918 and won the Pulitzer Prize in
1919, the year our library was founded. This read will
be followed by a showing of the movie The Magnificent
Ambersons on Sunday, February 17, 2019, at the
Historic Palace Theatre at 3:00 p.m.
The Cape Charles Memorial
Library has copies of the book
available to library patrons.
Peach Street Books also has
copies of the book for sale.
Additionally, since the book is
now in the public domain, it is
available free online at various
download websites, such as the
Apple Store of Project
Gutenberg.
The 100th Anniversary Committee is hoping that these
two events will bring about an appreciation for the
history of our library which was founded long ago by
thirty-two civic-minded women sharing books from their
front porches.
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The Town offices will be closed on Monday, December
24, 2018, and Tuesday, December 25, 2018, in
observance of the Christmas Holiday.
The Town offices will be closed on Monday, December
31, 2018, and Tuesday, January 1, 2019, for the New
Year’s Holiday.

Photo courtesy of
Jim Granger

Sunset – December 4, 2018
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized
emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web,
social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With eNotifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas &
Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the
notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an
email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we
can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•

12/16/18:
Cape Charles Cookie Trail, 1:00-5:00 PM
12/31/18:
6th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot, 10:00 PM
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
Spring 2019: Blessing of the Fleet
o
5/27/19:
Memorial Day Ceremony
o
7/4/19:
July 4th Celebrations
o
9/11/19:
9-11 Memorial Ceremony
o
11/11/19:
Veterans Day Ceremony
o
12/7/19:
Grand Illumination of Central Park
o
12/31/19:
7th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot
For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.

Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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