Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: March 13, 2020
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or
the Town’s government. The Gazette provides information on actions being undertaken or
being considered by the Town government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public
safety and security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular
mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will
find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

DECLARED CANDIDATES FOR 2020 CAPE CHARLES TOWN ELECTIONS
On May 5, 2020, the Town of Cape Charles will hold elections for three Town Council seats. March
3, 2020 was the deadline for citizens to declare their candidacy to run for office. The slate of
candidates for this year’s election is Steve Bennett (incumbent), Charles “Sambo” Brown, Andy
Buchholz (incumbent), Andrew Follmer, and Herbert Thom.
The deadline to register to vote or update an existing registration is Monday, April 13, 2020 and the
deadline to request an absentee ballot to be mailed to you is Tuesday, April 28, 2020. Your request
must be received by your Registrar by 5:00 p.m.
You can also register to vote or apply for an absentee ballot online using the Citizen Portal.
The Virginia Department of Elections website also provides useful information regarding elections and voting.
•

Candidate Information

•

Registering to vote

•

Where and How to vote
o

In-person voting

o

Absentee voting

o

Accessible voter registration and voting

2ND ANNUAL CAPE CHARLES DAY – MARCH 7, 2020
The 2nd Annual Cape Charles Day was held on Saturday, March 7th, to celebrate Cape Charles’ 134th birthday! Although it was a cool
and windy day, about 100 residents came out to the picnic in Central Park after cleaning their yards in the morning. Mayor Smitty
Dize and Council members grilled hot dogs and hamburgers and Barbara Grossman made all the delicious desserts! Staff from
several of the departments were in attendance manning the information table along with members from Cape Charles Main Street
and Citizens for Central Park.
The Billy Joe Trio were in the Gazebo providing great music throughout the afternoon.
This year, the town contracted with Stericycle/Shred-It to provide shredding services to
the residents and businesses of Cape Charles. The truck was parked by the Central Park
Gazebo and the attendant stayed busy helping attendees shred their old documents. Over
600 pounds of paper were shredded!
Special thanks to our wonderful Public Works crew for all their help setting up Central Park and collecting all the brush and bags from
the curbsides! Thank you also to everyone who participated!
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2020 GOLF CART DECALS
The annual golf cart safety inspections and decals are due for the 2020 season no later than April 15,
2020 for golf carts driven on public roads within the Town of Cape Charles. The decals are good
through April 14, 2021.
You may schedule an appointment for a safety inspection with either Eastern Shore Custom Carts at
(757) 999-2278 or Interstate Equipment Service at (757) 999-2006. Please click the appropriate link
below for more information.
2020 Golf Cart Registration Form / 2020 Golf Cart Inspection Form

2019 & 2020 BUSINESS LICENSES
2019 Business, Professional & Occupational License Taxes are due to the Town of Cape Charles by April 15, 2020 based on
gross receipts and the tax rate applicable to each business.
2020 Business, Professional & Occupational License Tax forms are available by clicking the appropriate link below or by calling the
Finance Department at 757-331-2979 or by emailing treasurer@capecharles.org.
2020 BPOL Form (Retail, Business Services, Professional, Wholesale, Utilities) / 2020 BPOL Form (Contractor)
2020 BPOL Form (Vacation Rental & Rental Management Business)

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday, March 17, 2020:
Historic District Review Board Regular Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, March 19, 2020:
Town Council Executive Session, 5:30 PM at the Town Hall. AGENDA
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, April 2, 2020:
Town Council Special Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 7, 2020:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, April 8, 2020:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Thursday, April 16, 2020:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 21, 2020:
Historic District Review Board Regular Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Civic Center.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Cape Charles Town Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 7, 2020 at
6:00 pm in the Cape Charles Civic Center at 500 Tazewell Avenue, to receive comment regarding an
application for a conditional use permit to allow a residential dwelling unit above a commercial use in
the C-1 zoning district at 325 Mason Avenue (tax map #83A3-1-610).
The Planning Commission will hold their regular meeting immediately following the public hearing to
consider the request.
The application is available for public review on www.capecharles.org, under Agendas and
Minutes/Planning Commission, and in the Town Planner’s Office, located at 2 Plum Street, during regular business hours. Please
contact Code Official Jeb Brady at 757-331-2036, or by email at codeofficial@capecharles.org if you have any questions or require
additional information.
Anyone interested in attending and needing special assistance please contact the Town at least forty-eight hours before the hearing.
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MESSAGE TO ALL RESIDENTS AND BUSINESS OWNERS
REGARDING COVID-19
Due to recent concerns regarding the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19), the Town of Cape Charles will be implementing Phase 1 of its
Incident Action Plan. This first phase of the plan is known as an Alert Posture Protocol (APP). The APP focuses the Town’s attention
on a potential threat (virus, hurricane, etc.). It includes providing information to the public about the potential threat and increases
Town staff contact and interactions with other appropriate agencies (county, state, etc.). Being in APP does not significantly alter
normal operations; rather it means increased vigilance.
As part of this protocol, the Town will be in close coordination with state and county officials and will pass on updates and
information as it becomes available. The Town advises everyone to stay informed and to follow the CDC precautions outlined here.
Currently, if these precautions are followed, the course of most normal business is still appropriate. If this situation changes,
additional notifications will follow.
John Hozey
Town Manager
Cape Charles, VA
********************

COVID-19 Recommendations from the
Center for Disease Control (CDC)
Watch for symptoms
Reported illnesses have ranged from mild symptoms to severe. The following symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure.

•
•
•

Fever
Cough
Shortness of breath

Take steps to protect yourself
Clean your hands often
•

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially
after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing.

•

If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at
least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until
they feel dry.

•

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Avoid close contact
•
•

Avoid close contact with people who are sick
Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in
your community. This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of
getting very sick.

Take steps to protect others
Stay home if you’re sick
•

Stay home if you are sick, except to get medical care. Learn what to do if you are
sick.

Cover coughs and sneezes
•

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the
inside of your elbow.

•
•

Throw used tissues in the trash.
Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If
soap and water are not readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer
that contains at least 60% alcohol.

Wear a facemask if you are sick
•

If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people
(e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office.
If you are not able to wear a facemask (for example, because it causes trouble
breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs and sneezes, and
people who are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room.
Learn what to do if you are sick.

•

If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring
for someone who is sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks
may be in short supply and they should be saved for caregivers.

Clean and disinfect
•

Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily. This includes tables,
doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets,
faucets, and sinks.

•

If surfaces are dirty, clean them: Use detergent or soap and water prior to
disinfection.

More detailed information about the Coronavirus Disease is available on the Center for Disease Control website.
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TOWN HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS
You’ve probably noticed a great deal of activity at the Town Harbor recently. The Town Council has authorized several capital
improvement projects which are now underway:
1.

In-Shore Breakwater – This is a steel sheet pile structure being built just to the west of the floating docks. It will protect
the docks from long period waves generated by strong winds from the southwest, which we experience primarily in the
summer months. This will improve comfort and safety for transient vessels and mitigate wave damage to the docks. Sideto docking will still be available between the breakwater and A Dock. The offshore rock breakwaters built on the shoal west
of the channel are effective against waves from the west and northwest. This project will fill a gap in protecting the floating
docks.

2.

Harbor Parking Lot – The turn around the Watermen’s Memorial has been paved with concrete. This will prevent the severe
rutting that has been experienced and save on maintenance costs. Four light poles will be installed between the boardwalk
and parking lot to provide improved area lighting. These will be the same style as those used for the Community Trail
project (Central Park, Peach Street and Washington Avenue) and installed last year on Mason Avenue.

3.

Inner Harbor Rehabilitation – The wood walkway around the inner harbor was badly deteriorated. It is being replaced with
a 10’ wide concrete sidewalk. Dockside electrical service and lighting will be renovated, and the same style light poles will
be installed around the perimeter. The north and east sides of the basin will be completed this spring. Work on the south
side is planned for next fall.

Before and after
photos of the Harbor
Parking Lot

Wooden walkway
being removed from
inner harbor in
preparation for
concrete work

PUBLIC UTILITIES SMOKE TESTING
The Town of Cape Charles Public Utilities department is conducting smoke tests of the
town’s sewer lines during the month of March.
They have been working this week (March 9 through 13) on Pine Street. The first part of
the week from Monroe, Madison to Jefferson Avenues and the latter part of the week from
Tazewell, Randolph to Mason Avenues.
The crew will be working on Plum Street during the week of March 23 through 27. As done
on Pine Street, the crew will be working the first part of the week from Monroe, Madison to
Jefferson Avenues and the latter part of the week from Tazewell, Randolph to Mason
Avenue.
Please note that during the smoke testing process, smoke may come up in unexpected
areas.
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The Town of Cape Charles is seeking a Town Planner. The planner serves under the general direction of the Town Manager and is
responsible for long- and short-term planning activities, state legislation, environmental rules and regulations, and other statutory
guidelines. This individual will lead the plan review process and comprehensive planning, analyzing and interpreting the Town Code
as it relates to planning, development and land use. They will consult with other agencies, county, state and federal government;
and provide staff support to the Town Council, Planning Commission and other Town Boards.
The individual must be an excellent communicator, effective decision maker and strategic thinker with demonstrated leadership skills
and have the ability to plan and execute multiple complex projects simultaneously. A bachelor’s degree (master’s preferred) in
urban planning, public administration or closely related field and a minimum of 2 years of experience in professional planning at local
government level or any combination of training and experience that provides the required knowledge, skills and abilities. E&S
certification, AICP Certification and experience using ArcGIS are preferred. Salary DOQ/DOE (pay grade minimum $51,106 annual),
plus benefits.
Interested parties should submit a cover letter, resume, three current professional references, and Town employment application
(available at www.capecharles.org under Employment Opportunities or by calling 757-331-3259 ext. 11) to Human Resources, 2
Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or by email to jodi.outland@capecharles.org by March 31, 2020. Resumes without a Town
employment application will not be considered.
********************
The Town of Cape Charles Treasurer’s department is seeking an experienced full-time Bookkeeper. Tasks include accounts payable
and receivable, filing, tax form review (meals, transient occupancy, business licenses, etc.), bank deposits and account monitoring,
and making journal entries. Must be proficient in MS Excel, Word and Outlook and must learn the Town’s financial software.
The well-qualified candidate will possess excellent communication, analytic and customer service skills and be detail oriented,
organized, and accurate. Experience in bookkeeping or accounts payable is required. Being a team player who is able to work in a
fast-paced environment and deal well with the public is essential.
Submit resume and Town employment application to Human Resources, 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or by email to
jodi.outland@capecharles.org. Submittals without a completed employment application will not be considered.
This is a non-exempt position with a full benefit package which includes health, dental and state retirement. Full job description and
Town employment application are available at www.capecharles.org under Employment Opportunities. This position will remain open
until filled.

VACANCIES ON CAPE CHARLES’ BOARDS
The Town currently has vacancies on the Planning Commission, the Historic District Review Board
and the Board of Zoning Appeals. If you are a citizen of the Town of Cape Charles and are
interested in serving on one of these boards or any of the other town boards, please complete the
Application for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2 Plum Street,
Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org.
After a number of applications have been received, interviews will be scheduled with the Town
Council prior to the Council making the appointments to the respective boards.
Thank you to all the members of the Town’s Boards and Planning Commission for volunteering
their time to serve the community in this capacity! We value the knowledge that you bring to the
group and your continued dedication to the Town.
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NOTICE TO ALL HOMEOWNERS AND BUSINESSES RE: TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX
Transient Occupancy Tax is a tax levied for accommodations at any lodging facility
within the Town of Cape Charles. This applies to any public or private hotel, inn,
hostelry, tourist home or house, bed and breakfast, tourist camp, tourist cabin,
camping grounds, motel, rooming house, rental home or other lodging place within
the Town offering lodging for compensation to any transient. A transient is
considered to be any person who obtains lodging at their expense or the expense of
another for any period of not more than 30 consecutive days.
Any person or business paying Transient Occupancy Tax must also apply for a
Business License with the Town under the Realtor, Vacation Rental & Rental
Management Business category. Payment of $30.00 minimum or .0036 or $3.60 per
thousand of gross receipts, whichever is higher, is due each year by April 15 along
with the Business and Professional License Application. A Transient Occupancy
Registration of Vendor form must also be completed and submitted to the treasurer.
The Transient Occupancy Tax of 3.7% of the total amount paid for lodging shall be imposed on all lodging within the Town as
described above. Every person or business receiving any payment for lodging shall collect 3.7% Transient Occupancy Tax at the
time payment is made for lodging. A Transient Occupancy Tax form shall be completed monthly and payment of tax shall be
remitted to the Treasurer. Reports and remittance shall be submitted on or before the 20th of each month, covering the amount of
tax collected during the preceding month. The report must be submitted even if there is no rental income for the reporting month.
The revenue collected from the Transient Occupancy Tax is designated to fund tourism-related initiatives. A portion of the revenue
goes to the Eastern Shore of Virginia Tourism Commission to help fund the Welcome Center at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel.
The remainder of the revenue is used for advertising, events, and Virginia Main Street Program initiatives. All initiatives bring in
visitors to the Town who stay at the Town’s hotels, bed & breakfasts, or other vacation rental or tourist homes. They eat in the
restaurants and shop in the retail stores in Town.
This notice is to inform any homeowners or businesses who may be renting homes in Cape Charles that you must be collecting and
remitting Transient Occupancy Tax for all rentals. The Town accepts credit card payments in person or by phone.
If you need any of the applications or more information, please contact Treasurer Debbie Pocock at treasurer@capecharles.org or call
757-331-3259 ext. 23.

BAGGING OF YARD DEBRIS
With spring approaching and the temperatures warming up, the Public Works Department has
issued a reminder asking citizens NOT to rake or blow grass and plant clippings or other yard
debris into the streets. Doing so will clog up the storm drains which will lead to flooding that
could severely damage personal property. Please do your part to keep the yard debris out of
the street by bagging them for proper pick-up.
Please note that our recycler only accepts
biodegradable bags. Yard debris placed on the curb
in non-biodegradable bags will NOT be picked up. You
can arrange for a special pick-up by contacting the
Utility Clerk Kathy Fraas at 757-331-6901. Please note
that there will be a $5 per bag charge for this special
pick-up.
Thank you for your assistance!
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TOWN STAFF REORGANIZATION AND NEW CONTACT INFORMATION
In an effort to increase effectiveness and productivity, Mayor Dize and the Town Council implemented a number of changes to the
town’s staffing as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Jodi Outland, formerly the Payroll and Benefit Administrator, was promoted to Human Resources Manager.
John Lockwood, formerly the Public Works Foreman, was promoted to Public Works Manager.
Bill Powell, formerly the Utilities Maintenance Supervisor, was promoted to Utilities Maintenance Manager.
Patrick Christman, formerly the Wastewater Plant Operator-in-Charge, was promoted to Wastewater Plant Manager.
Scottie Neville, formerly the Water Plant Operator-in-Charge, was promoted to Water Plant Manager.

Please join us in congratulating these individuals on their new roles within the Town!

REPORT A CONCERN
Whenever you have any issues or concerns regarding the Town, we urge you
to use our Report a Concern feature on the Town’s website which allows
members of the public to report a variety of concerns, such as safety issues,
tall grass, debris, Central Park, lighting, etc., by completing a simple online
form. Your report is then forwarded to the town manager for review and
action. You can find the link to Report a Concern on the town’s homepage
(www.capecharles.org).
Please understand that this feature is not to be used to report an emergency situation. In the event of an emergency, please dial
911.

LEAD PAINT REGULATIONS
With all the renovations currently being done within the Historic District
on homes constructed prior to 1978, we wanted to pass along some
important information regarding lead-based paint and Lead Paint
Regulations.
Citizens need to be aware of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
regulations regarding the dangers of Lead Based Paint and the actions
that should be taken when any Renovation, Repair, and Painting projects
are performed on your property.
According to the EPA website, to protect against the risk of lead
poisoning, the EPA has issued the Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule.
It requires that firms performing renovation, repair, and painting
projects that disturb lead-based paint in pre-1978 homes, child care
facilities and schools use certified renovators who have been trained by
EPA-approved training providers to follow lead-safe work practices. All
homes built prior to 1978 must be treated as if they contain lead
until a test can prove otherwise.
You can go to the EPA’s website to
learn more about the dangers of
Lead Paint.
If your house was built prior to 1978 and you want to hire someone for a Renovation, Repair, and
Painting project, ask to see their required EPA certification. You can search for certified
contractors on the EPA’s website as well.
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CAPE CHARLES MEMORIAL LIBRARY

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF CAPE CHARLES FACEBOOK PAGE
“Like” us on Facebook for a variety of information useful to the citizens and businesses of
Cape Charles as well as those having any interest in our Town’s government. We
regularly post information regarding actions being considered by the Town government,
upcoming Town Council, Planning Commission and Board meetings, upcoming Townsponsored activities and events, important public safety and security issues and
emergency announcements.
To follow us, please click the image above and make sure to invite your friends to like us as well!
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Falls are the number one cause of injury,
hospital visits due to trauma, and death from
an injury among people age 65 and older. It is
estimated that one in four older adults falls
each year. Falls among older adults is a
serious issue, but research has shown that
many fall risks can be reduced.
Come to the Cape Charles Christian School at
noon on March 21 to learn how to reduce your
fall risk. When you reserve your seat, you will
pick your choice for lunch.
Call 757-695-4192 to reserve your seat, or go
to www.ccFallPrevention.Eventbrite.com to
place your order and obtain your ticket.

Photo courtesy of
Jim Granger

March 9, 2020
Cape Charles Beach
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SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
In 2015, the Town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its Community Notification
System to alert residents in real-time for localized emergency situations and relevant community
advisories via text, email, web, social media and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget, which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications you
can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar
Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at
any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would like to
see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the
Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•

4/24/20: 13th Annual Blessing of the Fleet
5/25/20: American Legion Post 56 Memorial Day Ceremony
5/30/20: Crabby Blues Festival
Save the Dates! More details to come!
o
6/21/20:
Eastern Shore of Virginia Uke Fest
o
7/4/20:
July 4 Celebration – Parade, Street Fair and Fireworks
o
7/4/20:
Heritage Festival
o
7/11/20:
Summer Concert Series – J & the Band
o
7/18/20:
Summer Concert Series – Bobby BlackHat Band
o
7/25/20:
Summer Concert Series – Bennett Wales & the Relief
o
8/1/20:
Summer Concert Series – U.S. Air Force Band
o
8/8/20:
Summer Concert Series – U.S. Navy Band
o
8/2-15/20: Experimental Film Virginia
o
8/22/20:
Summer Concert Series – Little Big Band
o
8/29/20:
Summer Concert Series – Good Shot Judy
o
9/5/20:
Summer Concert Series – English Channel
o
11/11/20:
American Legion Post 56 Veterans’ Day Ceremony
o
12/5/20:
Grand Illumination of Central Park & Golf Cart Parade
o
12/31/20:
7th Annual Dropping of the Crab Pot
For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to Libby Hume at gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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