Historic District Review Board

Cape Charles Civic Center – 500 Tazewell
Regular Session Agenda
December 18, 2018 6:00 P.M.

1.

Call to Order; Roll Call

2.

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Agenda Format
B. Approval of Minutes

4.

Public Comment

5.

New Business
A. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for demo and rebuild of
of single-family dwelling – 616 Strawberry Street
B. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for new construction of
single-family dwelling – 300-block Washington Avenue/tax map parcel
# 83A1-9-A1.
C. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for addition of covered
balcony to existing mixed-use building and replacement of windows to
doors on second story – 203 & 205 Mason Avenue
D. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for parging west façade
of existing mixed-use building – 115 Mason Avenue

6.

Other Business

7.

Announcements

8.

Adjourn

DRAFT
HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD
Regular Meeting
Cape Charles Civic Center
November 20, 2018
6:00 p.m.
At 6:00 p.m., Chairman Joe Fehrer, having established a quorum, called to order the Regular Meeting of
the Historic District Review Board (HDRB). In addition to Joe Fehrer, present were Susan Eidam and
Sandra Salopek. David Gay and Terry Strub were not in attendance. Also in attendance were Town
Manager Larry DiRe, Deputy Clerk Tracy Outten and the applicants. There were two members of the
public in attendance.
Chairman Joe Fehrer started the HDRB Regular meeting with a moment of silence and the recitation of
the Pledge of Allegiance.
CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion made by Sandra Salopek, seconded by Joe Fehrer, to accept the agenda as presented. The
motion was unanimously approved.
The HDRB reviewed the minutes from the October 23, 2018 Regular Meeting.
Motion made by Sandra Salopek, seconded by Joe Fehrer, to accept the minutes from the October
23, 2018 Regular Meeting as presented. The motion was unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 616 Strawberry Street – new construction of a
single-family dwelling.
Neither the applicants nor the contractor were present to answer questions.
Motion made by Joe Fehrer, seconded by Susan Eidam, to postpone the discussion and decision
regarding the Application for the Certificate of Appropriateness at 616 Strawberry Street for new
construction of a single-family dwelling. The motion was approved by unanimous vote.
B. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 300-block of Washington Avenue\tax map parcel
#83A1-9-A1 – new construction of a single-family dwelling.
Neither the applicants nor the contractor were present to answer questions.
Motion made by Joe Fehrer, seconded by Susan Eidam, to postpone the discussion and decision
regarding the Application for the Certificate of Appropriateness at 300 block of Washington
Avenue\tax map parcel #83A1-9-A1 for new construction of a single-family dwelling. The motion
was approved by unanimous vote.
C. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 504 Plum Street\tax map parcel #83A1-6-B – new
construction of a single-family dwelling.
Rebecca Geary, applicant, described the proposed work to be done and said she had done research to
be sure the guidelines were followed. Joe Fehrer asked if the windows would be as shown in the
drawings; yes. There was some discussion on the building code requirements for the steps and the
fireplace.
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Joe Fehrer informed the applicant if any changes were made to what was being approved the town
planner needed to be notified.
Motion made by Sandra Salopek, seconded by Susan Eidam, to approve the Application for the
Certificate of Appropriateness at 504 Plum Street\tax map parcel #83A1-6-B for new construction
of a single-family dwelling as submitted provided that the placement of the fireplace and windows
were approved by the code official. The motion was approved by unanimous vote.
D. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 500-block of Jefferson Avenue\tax map parcel
#83A1-1-54 – new construction of a single-family dwelling.
John Wengler, applicant, explained the new home being proposed. Tracy Outten read comments
submitted by board member Terry Strub. (Please see attached.) Susan Eidam asked the applicant if
another material could be considered for the siding that would be more conforming to the district.
John Wengler answered no; he liked vinyl siding and it was affordable. Joe Fehrer stated the HDRB
guidelines said no vinyl but, the town zoning ordinance allowed it. Some discussion ensued about the
inconsistencies between the zoning ordinance and the guidelines. Joe Fehrer informed the applicant if
any changes were made to what was being approved the town planner needed to be notified.
Motion made by Sandra Salopek, seconded by Joe Fehrer, to approve the Application for the
Certificate of Appropriateness at 500 block of Jefferson Avenue\tax map parcel #83A1-1-54 for new
construction of a single-family dwelling as submitted. The motion was approved by majority vote
with Susan Eidam opposed.
E. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 408 Randolph Avenue – siding removal and
replacement, new roof, and chimney removal on a single-family dwelling.
Sean Ingram, applicant and contractor, explained that the chimney to be removed leaked and was
defunct and the other one would be brought back to life. Assistant Town Clerk Tracy Outten read
comments submitted by board member Terry Strub. (Please see attached.) Susan Eidam asked if the
chimney could be repaired; yes.
Motion made by Susan Eidam, seconded by Sandra Salopek, to approve the Application for the
Certificate of Appropriateness at 408 Randolph Avenue for siding removal and replacement, a new
roof, and a chimney removal on the single-family dwelling as presented with the exception that the
chimney be retained. The motion was approved by majority vote with Joe Fehrer opposed.
F. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 547 Mason Avenue – window and door on a
building in the Commercial-Residential district
Arnold Fueg, applicant, summarized the work being proposed. Joe Fehrer asked if the home currently
had vinyl siding; yes. There was some discussion on specific sizes of the doors and windows.
Motion made by Joe Fehrer, seconded by Sandra Salopek, to postpone the decision regarding the
Application for the Certificate of Appropriateness at 547 Mason Avenue for a window and door on
the building located in the Commercial-Residential district until a more detailed application could
be presented. The motion was approved by unanimous vote.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Application for modification to Certificate of Appropriateness for 653 Monroe Avenue – chimney
removal on a single-family dwelling.
Dave Gianinni, applicant, presented the engineering report. Joe Fehrer said the engineer did not give a
specific recommendation to this chimney and it did have some intricate design. Dave Gianinni
explained that the supporting beams were not stable. Sandra Salopek recommended to delay the
decision until all board members were present. Larry DiRe and Tracy Outten informed the board that
there was a quorum and a decision could not be made that would hinder an applicant’s due process or
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stack the odds against them. Tracy Outten added that an absentee board member was given every
opportunity to submit comments to be read into record and neither David Gay, nor Terry Strub
submitted comments about this application. Joe Fehrer confirmed that Terry Strub had stayed silent
about this application. Susan Eidam said the application should be rejected.
Andrew McCoy, owner, reiterated that the reason the chimney needed to come down was because
they were dealing with a safety issue and were very concerned.
Motion made by Joe Fehrer, seconded by Sandra Salopek, to approve the modification for the
Certificate of Appropriateness at 653 Monroe Avenue for a chimney removal on the single-family
dwelling as submitted based on the engineering report and safety concerns of the contractor and
homeowner. The motion was approved by majority vote with Susan Eidam opposed.
OTHER BUSINESS:
There was no other business.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Joe Fehrer asked if there were any public comments.
o Andrew McCoy, 653 Monroe Avenue
Mr. McCoy stated that more specific chimney criteria would be helpful for applicants and
contractors in the future.
Motion made by Joe Fehrer, seconded by Susan Eidam, to adjourn the November 20, 2018 Historic
District Review Board Regular Meeting at 7:59 p.m. The motion was unanimously approved.

Chairman Joe Fehrer
Deputy Clerk
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HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD
STAFF REPORT
Meeting Date: December 18, 2018
Item #: 5A

Prepared By:
Site Address:
Applicant:
Owner:
Proposed Development:
Current Zoning:

Larry DiRe – Town Manager
616 Strawberry Street
William Manning
David & Naomi Drag
Demolition of existing single-family dwelling to construct a new singlefamily dwelling
Single-Family Residential (R-1): This zoning district is intended to
provide quiet, medium density, single-family residential development
plus provide open areas where similar residential development appears
likely to occur. The regulations for this district are designed to stabilize
and protect the essential characteristics of the district, to promote and
encourage a suitable environment for family life where there are
children, and to restrict all activities of a commercial nature as
described in Section 3.6-A of this ordinance, known as Commercial
District C-1, which states “These commercial activities are characterized
by heavy traffic, noise, and congestion of people and passenger vehicles
and by large office buildings and retail establishments,” and to promote
a convenient, attractive, and harmonious community. This section is
created in recognition of the existence of developed areas where singlefamily and duplex dwelling currently exist on lots of 5,600 square feet
and where the characteristics of the neighborhood include both
permanent as well as seasonal residents.
Historic District Overlay: The purpose of this district is to provide for
protection against destruction or encroachment upon historic areas,
buildings, monuments, or other features, or buildings and structures of
recognized architectural significance which contribute or will contribute
to the cultural, social, economic, political, artistic, or architectural
heritage of the Town of Cape Charles and the Commonwealth of
Virginia. It is the purpose of the district to preserve the designated
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historic areas and historic landmarks and other historic or architectural
features, and their surroundings within a reasonable distance, from
destruction, damage, defacement, and obvious incongruous
development or uses of land and to ensure that buildings, structures,
streets, walkways, or signs shall be erected, reconstructed, altered, or
restored so as to be kept architecturally compatible with the character
of the general area in which they are located and with the historic
buildings or structures within the district.
Description of Proposed Project:
An application has been received for a Certificate of Appropriateness from the property owner for
demolition of much of the existing structure and new construction of a single-family home at 616
Strawberry Street. The proposed building is a single-family home, built on a non-conforming size lot.
The building footprint meets the setback\prevailing standard requirements. This is a two-story,
twelve hundred and ninety-two (1,292) square-foot, stick-built home and will have a natural,
engineered wood siding product. The roofing material is shown as architectural shingles. There will
be a conforming width full front porch which conforms to the zoning ordinance and Guidelines.
Synthetic materials are proposed for the porch decking and trim.
Staff Analysis:
The applicant has presented a comprehensive set of elevation drawings, and a project materials list.
The building height limit, roof pitch, and front porch width conform to the zoning ordinance
requirements. The siding, which is a natural wood product, is compatible to the natural and synthetic
cladding material found throughout the Historic District. The elevation notes show the existing
cement block foundation with a pargeted finish, which conforms to the Guidelines. The project
narrative states the windows are a six-over-six pattern, found in the district, which specifically
conforms to the Guidelines (page 40, element 1).
Staff Recommendation:
Review the attached materials and discuss any questions or concerns regarding the application.
Decide whether the Board finds that a Certificate of Appropriateness is approved for the application.
Attachments:
Attachment 1 – Application and Letter of Intent
Attachment 2 – Elevations
Attachment 3 – Location Map
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Northampton
County, Virginia
Legend
Parcels
Driveways

Map Printed from Northampton
http://northampton.mapsdirect.net/

Title: HDRB 11-20-18 meeting 4A vicinity map
DISCLAIMER:This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not intended to be used as such. The
information displayed is a compilation of records,information, and data obtained from various sources, and Northampton
County is not responsible for its accuracy or how current it may be.

Date: 11/13/2018

HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD
STAFF REPORT
Meeting Date: December 18, 2018
Item #: 5B

Prepared By:
Site Address:
Applicant:
Owner:
Proposed Development:
Current Zoning:

Larry DiRe – Town Manager
300-Block Washington Ave/Tax Map Parcel # 83A1-9-A1
William Manning
David & Naomi Drag
Construction of a new single-family dwelling
Single-Family Residential (R-1): This zoning district is intended to
provide quiet, medium density, single-family residential development
plus provide open areas where similar residential development appears
likely to occur. The regulations for this district are designed to stabilize
and protect the essential characteristics of the district, to promote and
encourage a suitable environment for family life where there are
children, and to restrict all activities of a commercial nature as
described in Section 3.6-A of this ordinance, known as Commercial
District C-1, which states “These commercial activities are characterized
by heavy traffic, noise, and congestion of people and passenger vehicles
and by large office buildings and retail establishments,” and to promote
a convenient, attractive, and harmonious community. This section is
created in recognition of the existence of developed areas where singlefamily and duplex dwelling currently exist on lots of 5,600 square feet
and where the characteristics of the neighborhood include both
permanent as well as seasonal residents.
Historic District Overlay: The purpose of this district is to provide for
protection against destruction or encroachment upon historic areas,
buildings, monuments, or other features, or buildings and structures of
recognized architectural significance which contribute or will contribute
to the cultural, social, economic, political, artistic, or architectural
heritage of the Town of Cape Charles and the Commonwealth of
Virginia. It is the purpose of the district to preserve the designated
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historic areas and historic landmarks and other historic or architectural
features, and their surroundings within a reasonable distance, from
destruction, damage, defacement, and obvious incongruous
development or uses of land and to ensure that buildings, structures,
streets, walkways, or signs shall be erected, reconstructed, altered, or
restored so as to be kept architecturally compatible with the character
of the general area in which they are located and with the historic
buildings or structures within the district.
Description of Proposed Project:
An application has been received for a Certificate of Appropriateness from the property owner for
new construction of a single-family home at tax map parcel # 83A1-9-A1\ 300-block of Washington
Avenue. The proposed building is a single-family home, built on a non-conforming size lot. The
building footprint meets the setback\prevailing standard requirements. This is a two-story, one
thousand and sixty (1,060) square-foot, stick-built home and will have a natural, engineered wood
siding product. The roofing material is shown as architectural shingles. There will be a conforming
width full front porch which conforms to the zoning ordinance and Guidelines. Synthetic materials
are proposed for the porch decking and trim. The porch posts are shown as wrapped 4” x 6” (finished
6” square).
Staff Analysis:
The applicant has presented a comprehensive set of elevation drawings, and a project materials list.
The building height limit, roof pitch, and front porch width conform to the zoning ordinance
requirements. The siding, which is a natural wood product, is compatible to the natural and synthetic
cladding material found throughout the Historic District. The elevation notes show a cement block
foundation with a pargeted (stucco) finish, which conforms to the Guidelines. The project narrative
states the windows are a six-over-six pattern, found in the district, which specifically conforms to the
Guidelines (page 40, element 1).
Staff Recommendation:
Review the attached materials and discuss any questions or concerns regarding the application.
Decide whether the Board finds that a Certificate of Appropriateness is approved for the application.
Attachments:
Attachment 1 – Application and Letter of Intent
Attachment 2 – Elevations
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HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD
STAFF REPORT
Meeting Date: December 18, 2018
Item #: 5C

Prepared By:
Site Address:
Applicant:
Owner:
Proposed Development:

Current Zoning:

Zach Ponds – Town Planner
203 & 205 Mason Avenue
Richard Chaney & Theresa Siejack
Rose Lynn LLC & Bayloft LLC
Construct a covered balcony that spans across the front façade of both
203 and 205 Mason Avenue that extends approximately seven feet
toward the right-of-way, and replace two existing windows with doors
Commercial District (C-1): This zoning district is intended to preserve
and enhance the traditional mixed-use urban nature of Cape Charles
commercial districts, to encourage the location of regional and local
business and professional activities, to facilitate the development of
buildings in keeping with its largely National Historic District character,
and to protect against destruction of or undesirable encroachment on
these areas.
Historic District Overlay: The purpose of this district is to provide for
protection against destruction or encroachment upon historic areas,
buildings, monuments, or other features, or buildings and structures of
recognized architectural significance which contribute or will contribute
to the cultural, social, economic, political, artistic, or architectural
heritage of the Town of Cape Charles and the Commonwealth of
Virginia. It is the purpose of the district to preserve the designated
historic areas and historic landmarks and other historic or architectural
features, and their surroundings within a reasonable distance, from
destruction, damage, defacement, and obvious incongruous
development or uses of land and to ensure that buildings, structures,
streets, walkways, or signs shall be erected, reconstructed, altered, or
restored so as to be kept architecturally compatible with the character
of the general area in which they are located and with the historic
buildings or structures within the district.
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Staff Recommendation:

APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS

Site Description:
The subject property is an existing two-story brick building located on Mason Avenue directly
adjacent to the Cape Charles Memorial Library to the west and a six-foot fence to the east where a
single-story brick building was demolished by the Town for safety reasons. There are currently two
businesses operating on the first floor, which include Brown Dog Ice Cream and Coldwell Banker
Realty, and two residential units located on the second floor.
Description of Proposed Project:
The applicant proposes to construct a second-story covered balcony that spans across the front
façade of the building. The applicant proposes to replace two of the six existing windows with glass
doors similar to the ones currently existing on the first floor of the building.
The balcony is proposed to have a low-sloping metal roof painted matte black. The second-story
structural posts are proposed to be painted black, and the applicant has stated that they will be rod
iron or fiberglass vinal to compliment existing columns on commercial properties in the Historic
District. The balcony is proposed to have metal railing with optional pattern detail painted black, a
privacy screen matching the metal railing located directly in the middle of the building on the
balcony, and structural steel posts below the balcony to be wrapped in AZEK and painted black with
base and cap trims. The balcony is proposed to extend approximately seven feet from the building
toward Mason Avenue, providing a six-foot walkway between the bottom posts and the building
which is similar to existing balconies along Mason Avenue.
The applicant has stated that the two awnings currently located over the two entrances to the
businesses are proposed to remain, however the elevations provided do not show the awnings
remaining. The applicant has stated that the existing Coldwell Banker sign is proposed to be removed
and new signage to be placed on the awning.
Staff Analysis:
The proposed upper and lower columns, railing, and doors seem to be in compliance with the Historic
District Guidelines and complementary to existing balconies within the Historic District.
There are currently two commercial buildings located on Mason Avenue in the Historic District that
have roofs over their balconies, both located on the 100 block. These two buildings are the closest
commercial buildings that have balconies located to 203 and 205 Mason Avenue. There are no topstory balcony roofs on any commercial buildings located on the 200 block in the Historic District on
Mason Avenue. Throughout the Historic District, there are much more commercial buildings that do
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not have roofs over their top-story balconies than do have roofs over their top-story balconies. There
are no first-floor balconies on commercial buildings with awnings located underneath throughout the
Historic District on Mason Avenue.
After discussing with the applicant, Richard Chaney, the proposed materials for the metal roof over
the balcony is being left to the discretion of the contractor. In the C-1 zoning district, no portion of a
building constructed of corrugated and/or sheet metal shall be visible from any adjoining agricultural,
residential district, or public right-of-way (Section 3.6.G.1). The building at 300 Mason Avenue has
metal roofing on second-story balconies, which is visible from the right-of-way on Mason Avenue.
However, 300 Mason Avenue is located in the Harbor District, not the C-1 District. The proposed
metal roof will likely be slightly visible from the right-of-way, and when future development occurs in
the Harbor District, the proposed roof may be able to be seen from future public rights-of-way. The
Town Building Official stated that the slope and length of the proposed roof would likely not allow for
another roofing material other than metal to be used. If the proposed roof is painted black, it will also
reduce the appearance of a typical metal roof. The metal roof located on the 300 Mason Avenue
building is not painted. Furthermore, the addition of a roof and balcony will remove unique
architectural elements in the brick of the front façade of the building as show in the picture of the
existing building provided in the application packet (Attachment 4).
Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends APPROVAL of a Certificate of Appropriateness for Item 5C with the following
conditions:
1. Balcony shall be in substantial compliance with the elevations submitted in the application
packet dated November 24, 2018
2. A balcony shall be constructed without a roof
3. Awnings shall be removed as shown on elevations submitted in the application packet dated
November 24, 2018
Attachments:
Attachment 1 – Application
Attachment 2 – Elevations
Attachment 3 – Site Plan and Floor Plan
Attachment 4 – Photo of Existing Building
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HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD
STAFF REPORT
Meeting Date: December 18, 2018
Item #: 5D

Prepared By:
Site Address:
Applicant:
Owner:
Proposed Development:
Current Zoning:

Staff Recommendation:

Zach Ponds – Town Planner
115 Mason Avenue
William Ballard
115 Mason Avenue Condo Association
Parge entire west façade of existing brick building for waterproofing
Commercial District (C-1): This zoning district is intended to preserve
and enhance the traditional mixed-use urban nature of Cape Charles
commercial districts, to encourage the location of regional and local
business and professional activities, to facilitate the development of
buildings in keeping with its largely National Historic District character,
and to protect against destruction of or undesirable encroachment on
these areas.
Historic District Overlay: The purpose of this district is to provide for
protection against destruction or encroachment upon historic areas,
buildings, monuments, or other features, or buildings and structures of
recognized architectural significance which contribute or will contribute
to the cultural, social, economic, political, artistic, or architectural
heritage of the Town of Cape Charles and the Commonwealth of
Virginia. It is the purpose of the district to preserve the designated
historic areas and historic landmarks and other historic or architectural
features, and their surroundings within a reasonable distance, from
destruction, damage, defacement, and obvious incongruous
development or uses of land and to ensure that buildings, structures,
streets, walkways, or signs shall be erected, reconstructed, altered, or
restored so as to be kept architecturally compatible with the character
of the general area in which they are located and with the historic
buildings or structures within the district.
APPROVAL
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Site Description:
The subject property is an existing three-story brick building located on Mason Avenue directly
adjacent to Blue Heron Realty to the west and a three-story mixed-use building to the east. Gull
Hummock Gourmet Market is currently operating on the first floor, and residential units are located
on the second and third floor.
Description of Proposed Project:
The applicant proposes to parge the entire west façade of the building to protect the building from
further damage due to water. There are areas shown in pictures provided by the applicant that show
water damage in the interior of the structure due to lose and/or deteriorated brick on the west
façade. The applicant has provided sample colors in the application packet of proposed material used
to coat the west wall, but has not specified which color will be used.
Staff Analysis:
Stucco and concrete are acceptable materials for parging in the Historic District. An option other than
parging is to repoint mortar joints where bricks are loose. The Historic District Guidelines go into
detail on repointing methods.
Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends APPROVAL of a Certificate of Appropriateness for Item 5D.
Attachments:
Attachment 1 – Application
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