Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: June 15, 2020
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published monthly on behalf of the
municipal government of the town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will be useful to
the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape
Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette
provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town
government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security issues
and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by
regular mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you
will find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

2020 CAPE CHARLES ELECTION RESULTS
On May 19, 2020, the Town of Cape Charles held elections for three Town Council seats.
Please join us in congratulating Councilman-elect Andrew Follmer, and Steve Bennett and Andy
Buchholz who were also re-elected to Council for another term.
Their terms will be effective July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2024.

APPOINTMENT TO FILL IMMEDIATE VACANCY ON COUNCIL
Councilwoman Cela Burge resigned her position on the Cape Charles Town Council effective April 17, 2020, when she was elected to
a six-year term as Juvenile and Domestic Relations judge for Judicial District 2A. Her resignation left a vacancy on the Council until
her term expiration on June 30, 2020. Pursuant to the Code of Virginia § 24.2-228 the Town Council had to appoint a qualified voter
of the Town to complete Councilwoman Burge’s unexpired term.
On May 21, 2020, the Town Council held an executive session and approved the appointment of Councilman-elect Andrew Follmer to
fill this vacancy. On May 26, Mr. Follmer took his oath of office at the Northampton County Circuit Courthouse in Eastville.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Cape Charles Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a virtual public hearing on Tuesday, June
16, 2020 at 10:00 am to receive public comment on a request for a variance from the rear
yard setback requirement in Section 3.2.G.1.c of the zoning ordinance on lot 198B on
Madison Avenue, tax map # 83A1-1-198B.
Any public comment should be submitted to Tracy Outten at tracy.outten@capecharles.org
prior to the meeting if possible. The Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a virtual meeting
immediately following the public hearing to consider the request. The application is available
for public review on our website at www.capecharles.org, under Agendas and Minutes, Board
of Zoning Appeals.
Please contact Code Official Jeb Brady at 757-331-2176, or by email at
codeofficial@capecharles.org if you have any questions or require additional information.
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PUBLIC MESSAGE #14 RE: COVID-19 – JUNE 5, 2020
This has certainly been a difficult time for many of us. Trying to balance economic concerns against public health concerns has been
a real challenge, and we again want to thank all of you for your understanding and patience as we continue to seek this balance.
But the good news is that the Cape Charles Beach is now open! Phase 2 of the Governor’s reopening plan is also now in effect. Life
is beginning to return to a sense of normalcy. Yet as exciting as all this may be, it is also critically important to remind everyone
that we are not out of the woods just yet. The virus is still out there, and the only way we can keep this progress going is if
everyone continues to be respectful and take common sense precautions.
Please continue to maintain social distancing; wash/disinfect your hands often; wear a mask where required; do not congregate in
large numbers; and most importantly, do not go out if you are feeling ill.
For those of you hosting visitors this summer, please emphasize this to your guests.
With everyone’s help, we can keep Cape Charles moving toward a safe and enjoyable summer.
John Hozey
Town Manager

TOWN OF CAPE CHARLES JULY 4 ACTIVITIES
Most of the July 4 activities have been canceled throughout the region due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Cape Charles Town Council will be discussing the July 4 activities at their upcoming meeting on June
18. The Council opted to wait until this date to see if there were any updates from Governor Northam. If
the Governor lifts the restrictions on public gatherings, the Town Council may move forward with some of
the July 4 activities.
A public notice will be issued to notify everyone of the Council’s decision. Please stay tuned!

TAX PAYMENT EXTENSIONS FOR BUSINESSES AND RESIDENTS
At a special meeting on April 9, 2020, the Cape Charles Town Council adopted two
Ordinances to help mitigate adverse economic impacts suffered by the Town’s residents
and businesses due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The due date for the 2019 Business, Professional & Occupational License Taxes
has been extended from April 15, 2020 to September 30, 2020. No late charges,
penalties or interest will be assessed if the tax is paid by September 30.
The due date for 2020 Golf Cart Decals has been extended to June 30, 2020. Please
submit your annual golf cart safety inspections, proof of insurance to obtain your decal
by the new due date.
•
•

2020 Golf Cart Registration Form
2020 Golf Cart Inspection Form

Anyone experiencing a financial hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic and unable to pay the monthly utility fees for water, sewer
and trash service should contact Utility Clerk Kathy Fraas at 757-331-3259, extension 14, to discuss payment plan options.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•

Thursday, June 18, 2020:
Town Council Special Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, July 2, 2020:
Town Council Special Meeting, 6:30 PM at the Civic Center.
Friday, July 3, 2020:
The Cape Charles Town Offices will be closed in observance of Independence Day.
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WATER SYSTEM FLUSH
Monday, June 22, 2020, through Wednesday, June 24, 2020, beginning at 10:00 PM and
continuing until midnight each night, the Town of Cape Charles Utility Department will be conducting
a system flush of the water system in all districts of the Town.
The flush will begin in the Historic District on June 22, and conclude in the Bay Creek neighborhoods
on June 23 and 24.
You are cautioned not to use water at that time. Sediment could be drawn into the residence
water lines. When done, the system should quickly return to normal.
For questions, please call Scottie Neville at (540) 845-9269.
Thank you.

GRASS CLIPPINGS AND YARD DEBRIS
With the spring/summer season upon us, everyone has begun cutting their grass, either doing it
themselves or by hiring a contractor to do the work. Blowing the grass clippings and other
matter into the street clogs up the storm drains which can lead to flooding that could severely
damage property. It’s also illegal to do so. Cape Charles Town Code section 46-17(b) states:
“No grass, weeds or other vegetable matter so cut shall be deposited or piled in any gutter or
street, or storm water system. The occupant or the owner of any such land or premises in front
of which any such debris, trash, litter, refuse, rubbish, or other waste matter, whether liquid or
solid or any such grass, weeds or vegetable matter is found contrary to the provisions of this
section shall be prima facie the person responsible
therefor.” A violation of this ordinance is punishable by
a civil penalty. The fine for a first offense is $50 and
$200 for each subsequent offense.
Please do your part to keep the grass cuttings and yard
debris out of the street by bagging them for proper
pick-up.
Please note that our recycler only accepts biodegradable bags. Yard debris placed
on the curb in non-biodegradable bags or other containers will NOT be picked up.
Thank you for your assistance!

DOGS ON THE BEACH
Just a friendly reminder that dogs are not permitted on the beach between the hours of 9am-8pm
May 1st through Labor Day per Town Code Section 50-191.
If you have your dog on the beach during the permitted hours, or in any public location throughout
the Town, please be courteous and pick up the waste and do not bury it for someone to step on.
There are a number of doggie waste stations along the boardwalk and around the Town which
contain bags for your convenience. Failure to comply could result in a class 4 misdemeanor
charge.
At all times, dogs must remain on a leash and not permitted to run at large.
Thank you for your cooperation!
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Golf Cart Safety
By ordinance, the Town of Cape Charles is authorized to allow the operation of golf carts upon public highways within the town. For
the protection of the operators and passengers of the carts, as well as the protection of other vehicles and pedestrians, the following
are requirements for operation:
Safety Equipment:
In addition to any safety equipment required by the Code of Virginia for golf carts, the following must be
installed:
1. Speed governor if gasoline powered.
2. Safety lap belts
Insurance Requirements:
Every golf cart and driver shall be covered by an insurance policy. The policy must meet the
minimum liability amounts as indicated by the Code of Virginia and provide coverage during the
operation of the golf cart upon public streets.
Local Vehicle License:
No golf cart shall be used on the public roads unless it has obtained a Cape Charles Vehicle
License. No vehicle license shall be issued until the owner of the golf cart presents evidence that
the golf cart is insured and inspected. Please see below for links to the Golf Cart Inspection and
Registration forms.
•
•

2020 Golf Cart Registration Form
2020 Golf Cart Inspection Form

Town Safety Inspection:
Golf carts shall pass a safety inspection at least once yearly. The inspection must be conducted by an official inspection station or by
a business which is engaged in the sale of golf carts. The inspection shall only cover the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Headlights, taillights and turn signals, if the golf cart is driven between sunset and sunrise.
Rubber or equivalent tires.
Windshield wipers if equipped with permanent windshield.
Horn, adequate steering gear, brakes, emergency or parking brake, one mirror, adequately fixed
driver’s seat.
All other factory installed safety or mechanical systems, including checking for gasoline or propane
leaks.
Speed governor if gasoline powered.
Safety lap belts.

Operation on Public Highways:
It is unlawful to operate a golf cart on a public highway within the Town of Cape Charles unless the following requirements are met.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Golf carts may be operated on the highways of the Town of Cape Charles that allow a maximum speed of 25 m.p.h.
Golf carts shall not be operated on sidewalks, the beach boardwalk or in Central Park.
Golf carts must display a slow-moving vehicle emblem in conformity with § 46.2-1081 of the Code of Virginia (1950) as amended.
Golf carts shall be operated only between sunrise and sunset unless equipped with such light as are required in Article 3 of
Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia (1950) as amended.
No person may operate a golf cart unless that person is licensed to drive upon highways of the Commonwealth of
Virginia and then, only in accordance with such driver's license.
Golf carts must be operated in accordance with all applicable state and local laws and ordinances, including all laws, regulations
and ordinances pertaining to the possession and use of alcoholic beverages.
Only the number of people the golf cart is designed to seat may ride on a golf cart. Additionally, passengers shall not be carried
on the part of a golf cart designed to carry golf bags.
Golf carts must be operated to the extreme right of the roadway and must yield to all vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
Golf carts may be operated in bicycle lanes provided they do not impede bicycle traffic.
Golf carts shall not be operated during inclement weather; nor when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog or other
conditions.
The chief of police, or his designee, may prohibit the operation of golf carts on any highway if the chief determines that the
prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.

Copyright © 2020. All rights reserved.

Cape Charles Gazette

Page 5, June 15, 2020

VACANCIES ON CAPE CHARLES’ BOARDS
The Town currently has vacancies on the Planning Commission, the Historic District Review Board
and the Board of Zoning Appeals. If you are a citizen of the Town of Cape Charles and are
interested in serving on one of these boards or any of the other town boards, please complete the
Application for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2 Plum Street,
Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org.
After a number of applications have been received, interviews will be scheduled with the Town
Council prior to the Council making the appointments to the respective boards.
Thank you to all the members of the Town’s Boards and Planning Commission for volunteering
their time to serve the community in this capacity! We value the knowledge that you bring to the
group and your continued dedication to the Town.

CAPE CHARLES FISHING PIER
The Town of Cape Charles Fishing Pier is an amenity for your
family to enjoy a day of fishing or crabbing. The Town purchases
an annual fishing license, so you do not need your own.
You will need to register for the Virginia Fisherman Identification
Program, which is a no-charge program. Registration is quick and
easy.
Please observe social distancing guidelines when using the pier.

SIGN UP FOR NIXLE ALERTS!
The Town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its Community
Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized emergency situations
and relevant community advisories via text, email, web, and voice messages.
There are several ways for you to register:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text to
your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget, which is located on our home page.

We urge you to sign up to receive these alerts.

REPORT A CONCERN
Whenever you have any issues or concerns regarding the Town, we urge you
to use our Report a Concern feature on the Town’s website which allows
members of the public to report a variety of concerns, such as safety issues,
tall grass, debris, Central Park, lighting, etc., by completing a simple online
form. Your report is then forwarded to the town manager for review and
action. You can find the link to Report a Concern on the town’s homepage
(www.capecharles.org).
Please understand that this feature is not to be used to report an emergency situation. In the event of an emergency, please dial
911.
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CAPE CHARLES MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Copyright © 2020. All rights reserved.

Cape Charles Gazette

Page 7, June 15, 2020

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF CAPE CHARLES FACEBOOK PAGE
“Like” us on Facebook for a variety of information useful to the citizens and businesses of
Cape Charles as well as those having any interest in our Town’s government. We
regularly post information regarding actions being considered by the Town government,
upcoming Town Council, Planning Commission and Board meetings, upcoming Townsponsored activities and events, important public safety and security issues and
emergency announcements.
To follow us, please click the image above and make sure to invite your friends to like us as well!
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SIGN UP FOR THE CAPE CHARLES GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications you
can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar
Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at
any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would like to
see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the
Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•

All events scheduled for spring/summer 2020 have been postponed or canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Please
stay tuned for details regarding future events. We will post updates as information becomes available.

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to Libby Hume at gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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