Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: January 9, 2015
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published from time to time on behalf of the
municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of
information that we believe will be useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well
as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s
government. The Gazette provides information on actions being undertaken or being
considered by the Town government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety
and security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, by regular mail to
2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or by calling (757) 331-3259.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will find
up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

Wishing you all a Happy and Prosperous 2015!

INAUGURAL DROPPING OF THE CRAB POT
The Cape Charles Town Harbor hosted the first Cape Charles Dropping of the Crab
Pot on December 31, 2014 at 10:00 PM on Mason Avenue. What started as an
idea for a small gathering for New Year’s Eve evolved into an exciting event with
over 500 residents and visitors braving the cold temperatures for this inaugural
event! The attendees enjoyed live music by Loaded Goat, a local band on the
Eastern Shore, along with hot apple cider and hot chocolate served by the Cape
Charles Volunteer Fire Company to bring in 2015 with a bang!
The preparations began a week prior to the event with the construction of a 6’x6’ “crab
pot.” The crab was illustrated by Rachael Taylor, cut out of metal by Sheldon Williams,
and painted by Kristin Lewis to give the crab a lifelike feel in dedication to our local
watermen. Wrapped in fencing and Christmas lights with a “2015” sign made by Andy
Buchholz/Eastern Shore Signs, and built to light up Mason Avenue with full effect. The
crab pot also featured laser lights and a smoke machine to add to the effect,
compliments of Shane Hayward. Sheldon Williams’ crane was placed on Mason Avenue
to lift the crab pot 90’ into the air and timed the dropping to begin once the countdown
commenced. The evening ended with a memorable fireworks display which began after the crab pot was dropped!
A great effort by everyone involved made this New Year’s event one to remember by all who attended. It was a great event to bring in 2015
and plans are already underway to make this year’s event even better!
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LIVE CHRISTMAS TREE DISPOSAL
The Public Works Department will be picking up discarded Christmas trees after the holidays. Please
remove all decorations and place the trees on the curb for pick up.
Have a happy, safe and prosperous new year from the Town of Cape Charles!

CAPE CHARLES MUSEUM & WELCOME CENTER
About 2 miles in from the Cape Charles traffic light, just past the water tower, is a tall brick
building which serves as the Museum and Welcome Center for the Town. It is owned and
operated by the Cape Charles Historical Society, a non-profit organization of about 200
members, many local, some as far away as Hawaii and Thailand. The Museum and Welcome
Center is open 7 days a week from mid-April through November, and serves about 3,000
visitors a year. Exhibits center on the heydays of the town, from 1880s through mid-20th
century, when steamers, ferries and the railroad operated continuously, but also include the
crater from 35 million years ago, which was centered near Cape Charles, the historic early
Arlington house, subject of serious archeological interest, and more current topics. A new
exhibit is presented each season.
Exhibits are created from the Society's
archives which are catalogued and stored in
the adjoining reconstructed Bloxom Station.
Since its founding in 1886 and the
museum's opening in 1996, the Society has
remained true to its mission of preserving and presenting to the public local
history through exhibits, videos, oral histories and occasional lectures. Transcribed
oral histories from our collection have been included in the Cape Charles Wave
since last spring. We regularly receive donations of local materials and frequently
provide researchers with information, photographs, etc. Presently we are assisting
a college student with materials and contacts for a film he is creating on the
history of the ferries (his grandfather worked on them) and also a person creating
a book on the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel for Arcadia Publishing. We added a
20 foot long cedar PENNSYLVANIA sign (originally on a pre-1970s car float owned by the Pennsylvania Railroad) to our exhibits last
summer. It was donated by a member and transported from Chesapeake across the Bay by boat by another member. Both
members live in Chesapeake. The interior of our caboose, very popular with visitors, is being refurbished, funded by United Way
grants and member donations, and is nearly complete.
Museum visitors continue to be enthusiastic, as evidenced by comments to docents
and also recorded in the Visitor Register; people often stay for an hour or more
largely unattended, reading all captions, and browsing the reading and video
materials. Our two fundraisers are affordable ($30 and $35) for many people, and the
diversity of the attendance is often remarked on. The 3 yearly newsletters go to about
400 people – prospects and 'friends' as well as members. All non-contracting work –
docents, exhibit preparation, educational projects, etc. --is done by volunteers,
including all Board members. We welcome new volunteers as well as people who are
just interested in our mission and activities. Monthly meetings are always open to the
public. If you read this account and find it of interest in any way, we would greatly
appreciate your sending a short note to ccmuseum@hughes.net.
Article provided by Marion Naar, President, Cape Charles Historical Society
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BAGGING OF YARD DEBRIS
Over the past year, the Public Works Department have been taking your yard debris to a recycler and
have had to empty the yard bags on site since the bags were not bio-degradable. In an effort to
streamline this process, effective March 1, 2015, all bagged yard debris (leaves and grass clippings)
must be placed in bio-degradable bags and put on the curb for pickup.
Bio-degradable bags are available at most retailers, including Watson’s Hardware in Town.
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CENTRAL PARK AND BEACH BATHROOMS
The Public Works crew is winterizing and will be closing the bathrooms at Central Park and the Beach sometime this week. A sign
will be installed notifying everyone that the facilities have been winterized. The facilities will be reopened in early spring once the
threat of freezing temperatures has passed.

TEMPORARY DISCONTINUANCE OF WATER
SERVICE FOR UNOCCUPIED HOMES

The Town has a number of out-of-town property owners who use their Cape Charles houses as second homes. With the freezing
temperatures during the winter months, property owners may opt to have their water service temporarily disconnected as a
safeguard to freezing pipes and potential water leaks which could cause severe property damage.
Many of the newer homes in Town and some of the older, remodeled homes, have interior water shut-off valves installed. If your
home has a shut-off-valve, we urge you to shut off the water to your home if you are planning to be away for any length of time
during the winter months. We also recommend draining the lines to any exterior faucets to prevent them from freezing.
If your home does not have an interior shut-off valve, you can contact the Utility Billing Department to arrange to have your water
service temporarily discontinued while you are away. There is a $25 fee for discontinuing the service and a $25 fee for reactivating
the service. This is a small price to pay for the ease of mind that your pipes will not freeze and burst. (Town Code § 70-45)
Please note that unless you have an interior water shut-off valve, it is unlawful for any person to turn the water service off at the
street. There have been several instances where homeowners have attempted to turn off the water at the street and have damaged
the valves which can cause serious leaks in the system. In order for the damages to be repaired, the water must be shut off for the
entire street/block until the repairs can be made. The cost of repairs may be charged to the property owner causing the damage.

PERSONNEL UPDATES
TOWN MANAGER:
The Town Council reviewed the “short” list of candidates recommended by Springsted, Inc. and narrowed the field down to four
candidates to interview. Interviews have been scheduled for January 20 and 22, 2015.

TOWN PLANNER:
Three individuals were interviewed on December 17th and 19th. All three were very well qualified with diverse backgrounds. An offer
has been accepted and our new planner, Lawrence DiRe, will be starting on February 2, 2015.

2015 TAX FORMS BEING UPDATED
The Business, Professional & Occupational License Tax (BPOL), Meals Tax, and Transient Occupancy Tax forms are being updated for
2015 and will be available for download from the Treasurer’s page on www.capecharles.org by February 1st.
As a reminder, the Transient Occupancy Tax rate increased to 3.7% effective January 1, 2015.
Please contact the Finance Department if you have any questions or need assistance with any of these forms.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•

Monday, January 12, 2015:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA

•

Tuesday, January 13, 2015:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.

•

Thursday, January 15, 2015:
Town Council Regular Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA

•
•
•

Friday, January 16, 2015: Town Offices closed in observance of Lee-Jackson Day.

•

Thursday, January 22, 2015:
Town Council Executive Session starting at 5:00 PM at the Town Hall.

•

Tuesday, January 27, 2015:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.

•

Tuesday, February 3, 2015:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.

•

Thursday, February 5, 2015:
Town Council Work Session starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.

•

Thursday, February 12, 2015:
Town Council Work Session starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.

Monday, January 19, 2015: Town Offices closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday.
Tuesday, January 20, 2015:
Historic District Review Board Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Town Council Executive Session starting at 5:00 PM at the Town Hall.
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General Robert E. Lee

General Stonewall Jackson

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Town offices will be closed on Friday, January 16, 2015, in observance of Lee-Jackson Day, and
January 19, 2015, in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

VACANCIES ON TOWN BOARDS
The Town currently has vacancies on the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Wetlands/Coastal Dunes Board. If you live in the Town and are
interested in serving on either of these boards, please complete the Application for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby
Hume at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org. Once applications are collected, interviews will be
scheduled with the Town Council to fill the vacancies.

SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is now available only by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications you can sign up to get the Gazette and
regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at any time.
Please note that after you sign up for e-Notifications, you will receive a confirmation email to which you must respond in order to activate
your subscription.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•

1/17/15:
o
23rd Annual Epiphany Party, 6:30 PM, Cape Charles Volunteer Fire Company
Save the Date:
o
4/24/15: 8th Annual Blessing of the Fleet
o
5/16/15: 4th Annual Crabby Blues Festival, 3:00 PM – 8:00 PM
o
5/30/15 – 5/31/15: 2015 Bike MS – Virginia’s Ocean to Bay Ride
o
6/6/15: 27th Annual Clean the Bay Day
o
6/13/15 – 6/14/15: Tall Ships Festival
o
7/14/15: Independence Day Festivities
o
7/31/15 – 8/2/15: Clam Slam 2015 & 5th Annual Boat Docking Contest

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
You can also visit www.CapeCharlesbytheBay.com for other events in the Town!

We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310
www.capecharles.org
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