Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: May 12, 2017
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published from time to time on
behalf of the municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will
be useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel
to Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette
provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town
government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security issues
and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular
mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will
find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL DAY AND NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
The Congress and President of the United States have designated May 15th as Peace Officers’
Memorial Day and the week in which May 15th falls as National Police Week.
The members of the Cape Charles Police Department play an essential role in safeguarding
the rights and freedoms of the citizens of the Town and provide a vital public service. It is
important that all citizens know and understand the duties, responsibilities, hazards, and
sacrifices of the Police Department and that members of the Cape Charles Police Department
recognize their duty to serve the people by safeguarding life and property, by protecting them
against violence and disorder, and by protecting the innocent against deception and the weak
against oppression.
At their April 20, 2017 Regular Meeting, the Cape Charles Town Council adopted Proclamation
20170420B proclaiming May 15, 2017, as Peace Officers’ Memorial Day, in honor of those law
enforcement officers who, through their courageous deeds, have made the ultimate sacrifice
in service to their community or have become disabled in the performance of duty, and the
week of May 14-20, 2017 as National Police Week.

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK
MAY 21 – 27, 2017
Public works infrastructure, facilities and services are of vital importance
to sustainable communities and to the health, safety and well-being of the
citizens of Cape Charles. The facilities and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of the Public Works crew.
Across the United States, the week of May 21-27, 2017 will be celebrated
as National Public Works Week.
Please join us in thanking our wonderful crew: Director Dave Fauber,
Foreman John Lockwood, Pete Leontieff, Willie Lyons and Tyler Bell!
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MAY IS BUILDING SAFETY MONTH
International Codes is the most widely adopted building safety, energy and fire
prevention codes in the nation and are used by most states, counties, cities and
towns. The building codes also include safeguards to protect the public from
natural disasters such as hurricanes, snowstorms, tornadoes, wildland fires,
floods and earthquakes.
Building Safety Month is sponsored by the International Code Council to remind
the public about the critical role of our communities’ largely unknown guardians of
public safety – the local code officials – who assure us of safe, efficient and livable
buildings. Each year in observance of Building Safety Month, Americans are
asked to consider the commitment to improve building safety and economic
investment at home and in the community, and to acknowledge the essential
service provided to all of us by local and state building departments, fire
prevention bureaus and federal agencies in protecting lives and property.
“Code Officials – Partners in Community Safety and Economic Growth,” the theme for Building Safety Month 2017, encourages all
Americans to raise awareness of the importance of building safe and resilient construction; fire prevention; disaster mitigation, and
new technologies in the construction industry. Building Safety Month 2017 encourages appropriate steps everyone can take to
ensure that the places where we live, learn, work, worship and play are safe, and recognizes that countless lives have been saved
due to the implementation of safety codes by local and state agencies.
At their April 20, 2017 Regular Meeting, the Cape Charles Town Council adopted Proclamation 20160420 proclaiming the month of
May 2017 as Building Safety Month and encourages the Town’s citizens to join with our community in participating in Building Safety
Month activities as described above.

GRASS CUTTINGS & DEBRIS IN STREETS
With the spring season in full swing, it’s time to cut your grass on a regular basis. The
Public Works Department asks that you do not rake or blow the grass cuttings or other
yard debris into the streets. Doing so will clog up the storm drains which will lead to
flooding that could severely damage personal property. Please do your part to keep the
yard debris out of the streets by bagging them up in biodegradable bags for proper
pickup.
Thank you for your assistance!

DOGS ON THE BEACH
Just a friendly reminder that dogs are not permitted on the Cape Charles beach between
the hours of 9am-9pm April 1st through Labor Day per Town Code Section 50-191.
If you have your dog on the beach during the permitted hours, please be courteous and
pick up the waste and do not bury it for someone to step on. There are a number of
doggie waste stations along the boardwalk which contain bags for your convenience.
Failure to comply could result in a class 4 misdemeanor charge.
At all times, throughout the Town, dogs must remain under the owner’s control.
Thank you for your cooperation!
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NOTICE TO ALL HOMEOWNERS AND BUSINESSES RE: TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX
Transient Occupancy Tax is a tax levied for accommodations at any lodging facility within the Town of Cape Charles. This applies to
any public or private hotel, inn, hostelry, tourist home or house, bed and breakfast, tourist camp, tourist cabin, camping grounds,
motel, rooming house, rental home or other lodging place within the Town offering lodging for compensation to any transient. A
transient is considered to be any person who obtains lodging at their expense or the expense of another for any period of not more
than 30 consecutive days. Make sure that the property use conforms to your zoning district regulations.
Any person or business paying Transient Occupancy Tax must also apply for a Business License with
the Town under the Vacation Rental / Rental Management Business category. Payment of $30.00
minimum or .0036 or $3.60 per thousand of gross receipts, whichever is higher, is due each year
by April 15 along with the Business and Professional License Application.
The Transient Occupancy Tax of 3.7% of the total amount paid for lodging shall be imposed on all
lodging within the Town as described above. Every person or business receiving any payment for
lodging shall collect 3.7% Transient Occupancy Tax at the time payment is made for lodging. A
Transient Occupancy Tax form shall be completed monthly and payment of tax shall be remitted to
the Treasurer. Reports and remittance shall be submitted on or before the 20 th of each month,
covering the amount of tax collected during the preceding month. The report must be submitted
even if there is no rental income for the reporting month.
The revenue collected from the Transient Occupancy Tax is designated to fund tourism-related initiatives. A portion of the revenue
goes to the Eastern Shore of Virginia Tourism Commission to help fund the Welcome Center at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel.
The remainder of the revenue is used for advertising, events, and the Community Enhancement Program initiatives. All initiatives
bring in visitors to the Town who stay at the Town’s hotel, bed & breakfasts, or other vacation rental homes. They eat in the
restaurants and shop in the retail stores in Town.
This notice is to inform any homeowners or businesses who may be renting homes or rooms in Cape Charles that you must be
collecting and remitting Transient Occupancy Tax for all rentals. The Town accepts credit card payments in person or by phone.
If you need any of the applications or more information, please contact Treasurer Deborah Pocock at treasurer@capecharles.org or
call 757-331-3259 ext. 23.

CAPE CHARLES COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT BOARD INTERVIEWS SET
As mentioned in the April 27, 2017 Special Edition Gazette, the Community Enhancement Board (CEB) Selection Committee will be
meeting on May 18, 2017 to review a variety of information regarding the selection and interview process for the CEB. Twelve
applications were received from residents and business owners/managers with diverse backgrounds. The CEB interviews have been
scheduled for Monday, June 19, and Thursday, June 22!
After the CEB is in place, one of their first items of business will be the hiring of a program manager to work closely with the board to
i) manage the administrative aspects of the program; ii) develop and conduct ongoing public awareness and education programs; iii)
coordinate activity of the Community Enhancement/Main Street Committees; iv) develop appropriate downtown revitalization
strategies by identification of unique assets, resources, concerns and issues; and v) encouraging a cooperative climate with all
organizations and individuals. The individual in this position will become the executive director of the Cape Charles Main Street
program after the Town obtains its designation.
We appreciate all the interest in being involved in the Community Enhancement Program! The entire town needs to be involved and
many volunteers will be needed to make this effort a success! The CEB will also direct several volunteer committees. The four core
committees coincide with the Main Street Four Points – Economic Vitality, Design, Promotion and Organization. Anyone interested in
being part of this effort as a committee member or a volunteer is invited to participate in this exciting program! Please complete the
Cape Charles Community Volunteer Interest Form and return it to Libby Hume at 2 Plum Street or email to clerk@capecharles.org.
Committees will likely begin to meet in the fall after the CEB has set the direction and vision for the initiative!
Additional information and resources can be found on www.capecharles.org, just click on the Community Enhancement Program link
on the left side of the home page. For more information about the Community Enhancement Program/Main Street initiative, please
contact Town Clerk Libby Hume via email at clerk@capecharles.org or by phone at 757-331-3259.
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NOTE FROM THE RECREATION DEPARTMENT
The Cape Charles Recreation Department tries its best to inform citizens and visitors of what is going on in the town. If you have a
rental property or are an organization that would like to be added to the town’s distribution list for activities and events, please email
reccoordinator@capecharles.org. In the subject line, please type “Distribution” and in the body of your email, please include your
email address. You can use the same email address to submit any events or information that you would like to have included in the
event listing.

RESILIENCE ADAPTATION FEASIBILITY TOOL PROJECT
Over the next several months, Cape Charles will be one of three pilot communities participating in the Resilience Adaptation Feasibility
Tool (RAFT) project. RAFT is a scorecard developed by an academic team composed of representatives from Old Dominion University,
the University of Virginia, Virginia Tech, and the College of William & Mary (including both the Virginia Institute of Marine Science
(VIMS) and the Virginia Coastal Policy Center). The RAFT team is also gathering input from local governments, state agencies and
other relevant entities. The academic institutions will score each community’s programs independently to ensure an objective
assessment of their resilience. The tool will be tested on the pilot coastal communities, with the scoring followed by workshops to
inform the communities about the results and obtain their input in selecting on-the-ground projects to increase resiliency. The Cape
Charles workshop is scheduled for Monday June 26 at the Civic Center, from 9:00 to 3:00. If you are interested in keeping up with
this project or attending the workshop contact Town Planner Larry DiRe at 757-331-2036 or planner@capecharles.org.

The United States Census Bureau is in the process of preparations for the 2020 Census which will be here before we know it.
Recently, staff attended a presentation regarding a number of changes to the information collection process including online
response forms.
The Census data is used for:
•

Apportioning representation among states as mandated by Article 1, Section 2 of the U. S. Constitution

•

Drawing congressional and state legislative districts, school districts and voting precincts

•

Enforcing voting rights and civil rights legislation

•

Distributing federal dollars to states

•

Informing planning decisions of federal, tribal, state and local government

•

Informing organizational decisions (e.g., where to locate, size of market, etc.) of business and non-profits

The U. S. Census Bureau is also hiring part-time and full-time field service representatives to
help with the upcoming Census in 2020. The pay rates range from $12.53 to $20.75 per hour.
The closing date for applications is December 31, 2017. If interested, you can call 1-866-5645420 or view the Recruitment Bulletin for our district for more information.

ANIMAL TETHERING ORDINANCE
An amended animal tethering ordinance (Town Code Chapter 50, Article X, Section 50190) was adopted by the Town Council at their March 16 regular monthly meeting, and
became effective as of that date. The amended ordinance states that it is unlawful to
tether any unattended animal for any period of time, and under any circumstances. This
amendment was pursued to ensure humane treatment of domestic animals and was
reviewed in several drafts at numerous planning commission meetings. The previous
ordinance allowed for animals to be tethered for up to 12 hours in any 24-hour period,
provided the animal was provided adequate space and ability to move.
Reprint of April 14,2017 Gazette article.
Photo courtesy of fairfaxcounty.gov
Copyright © 2017. All rights reserved.

Cape Charles Gazette

Page 5, May 12, 2017

OPERATING GOLF CARTS ON CAPE CHARLES’ STREETS
By ordinance, the Town of Cape Charles is authorized to allow the operation of golf carts upon public highways within the town. For
the protection of the operators and passengers of the carts, as well as the protection of other vehicles and pedestrians, the following
are requirements for operation:
Safety Equipment:
In addition to any safety equipment required by the Code of Virginia for golf carts, the following must
be installed:
1. Speed governor if gasoline powered.
2. Safety lap belts
Insurance Requirements:
Every golf cart and driver shall be covered by an insurance policy. The policy must meet the minimum
liability amounts as indicated by the Code of Virginia and provide coverage during the operation of the golf cart upon public streets.
Local Vehicle License:
No golf cart shall be used on the public roads unless it has obtained a Cape Charles Vehicle License. No vehicle license shall be issued
until the owner of the golf cart presents evidence that the golf cart is insured and inspected.
Town Safety Inspection
Golf carts shall pass a safety inspection at least once yearly. The inspection must be conducted by an official inspection station or by
a business which is engaged in the sale of golf carts. The inspection shall only cover the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Headlights, tail lights and turn signals, if the golf cart is driven between sunset and sunrise.
Rubber or equivalent tires.
Windshield wipers if equipped with permanent windshield.
Horn, adequate steering gear, brakes, emergency or parking brake, one mirror, adequately fixed driver’s seat.
All other factory installed safety or mechanical systems, including checking for gasoline or propane leaks.
Speed governor if gasoline powered.
Safety lap belts.

Operation on Public Highways:
It is unlawful to operate a golf cart on a public highway within the Town of Cape Charles unless the
following requirements are met.
1. Golf carts may be operated on the highways of the Town of Cape Charles that allow a maximum
speed of 25 m.p.h.
2. Golf carts must display a slow-moving vehicle emblem in conformity with § 46.2-1081 of the
Code of Virginia (1950) as amended.
3. Golf carts shall be operated only between sunrise and sunset unless equipped with such light as
are required in Article 3 of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia (1950) as amended.
4. No person may operate a golf cart unless that person is licensed to drive upon
highways of the Commonwealth of Virginia and then, only in accordance with such
driver's license.
5. Golf carts must be operated in accordance with all applicable state and local laws and
ordinances, including all laws, regulations and ordinances pertaining to the possession and use of alcoholic beverages.
6. Only the number of people the golf cart is designed to seat may ride on a golf cart. Additionally, passengers shall not be carried
on the part of a golf cart designed to carry golf bags.
7. Golf carts must be operated to the extreme right of the roadway and must yield to all vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
8. Golf carts may be operated in bicycle lanes provided they do not impede bicycle traffic.
9. Golf carts shall not be operated during inclement weather; nor when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog or other
conditions.
10. The chief of police, or his designee, may prohibit the operation of golf carts on any highway if the chief determines that the
prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.
Golf Cart Decals
If a 2017 decal is issued between the dates below, the following license fees must be paid to the Town of Cape Charles:
March 1, 2017 - September 30, 2017 ............... $31.00
October 1, 2017 - January 15, 2018 ................. $15.50
January 16, 2018 - February 28, 2018 .............. $10.33
(continued on page 6)
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2017 Golf Cart Inspection Stations:
Eastern Shore Custom Carts
713 Randolph Avenue
Cape Charles, VA 23310
757-999-CART (2278)
shane@escustomcarts.com
Open Mon - Sat after Memorial Day in the Summer
Open Tue - Sat in the Winter (subject to change)

Interstate Equipment Service
712 Randolph Avenue / P.O. Box 607
Cape Charles, VA 23310
757-999-2006
ddabinett@hotmail.com
Available weekdays after 4 p.m. and all day Saturday.
Please call to schedule an appointment.

Both inspection stations above will have 2017 Town of Cape Charles Golf Cart Decals available on-site for distribution to you.
For more information please visit the Treasurer’s page at www.capecharles.org.
Liability Disclaimer
Golf carts are not designed or manufactured to be used on the public streets, and the Town of Cape Charles in no way advocates or
endorses their operation on public streets or roads. The Town of Cape Charles "assumes" no liability for permitting golf carts to be
operated on public streets and roads under special legislation granted by the Virginia General Assembly. The Town of Cape Charles,
by regulating such operation is merely trying to address obvious safety issues, and adoption of or advisable if done in accordance
with the chapter. All persons who operate or ride upon golf carts upon public streets or roads do so at their own risk and peril, and
must be observant of bicyclists and pedestrians. Any person who operates a golf cart is responsible for procuring liability insurance
sufficient to cover the risk involved in using a golf cart on the public streets and roads.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday, May 16, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, May 18, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Tuesday, May 23, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, May 24, 2017:
Harbor Area Review Board Meeting, 4:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, May 25, 2017:
Town Council Budget Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, May 29, 2017:
Town Offices closed in observance of Memorial Day.
Thursday, June 1, 2017:
Town Council Budget Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, June 6, 2017:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, June 8, 2017:
Town Council Budget Work Session, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center tentative
Tuesday, June 13, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, June 14, 2017:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Thursday, June 15, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, June 20, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, June 22, 2017:
Town Council Special Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. tentative
Tuesday, June 27, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
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VOICE MESSAGE OPTION ADDED TO NIXLE ALERTS!
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle Via Voice Message

In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its
Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time for
localized emergency situations and relevant community advisories via
text, email, web, social media and the Nixle Mobile App. The town
recently upgraded its service to add the option for voice messages.
If you have already registered and would like to add your landline or cell phone number(s) to receive voice messages, please go to
Nixle.com, log into your account and update your notification preferences.
If you still need to register, there are several ways for you to do so:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text
to your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you sign up to receive these alerts.

SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications
you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids,
Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications
at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note
to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

6TH ANNUAL CRABBY BLUES FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2017, 3PM – 8PM
Cape Charles Central Park will be filled with music, food, families and fun on Saturday, May 20
for the 6th Annual Crabby Blues Festival. Enjoy fresh, off-the-boat crabs, live music, silent
auction, kids area, arts & crafts vendors, and food vendors. Tickets can be pre-purchased at
Eventbrite. Tickets will also be available at the "gate" for $15 adults, $5 children, kids under 3
are free.
There will be steamed crabs for sale by the dozen. Other seafood dishes and festival favorites
will be available. Thanks to the Lions Club for providing hamburgers and hot dogs and more.
There will be live music with the headlining band "Double Booked" and the always wonderful,
musical entertainment provided by Heather and Nathan!
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RECYCLING FACILITIES
Northampton County provides several Recycling Facilities that accept plastic, glass, newspaper,
cardboard, aluminum and steel cans, waste oil and batteries. Large or bulky household items
occasionally needing disposal by a resident will also be accepted and transported to a disposal site.
There are 5 locations throughout the County. The closest location to the Town is in Bayview at 22564
Bayview Circle.
The hours of operation are Monday – Saturday 7:30 AM – 6 PM; Sunday 1 PM – 6 PM.
More information can be located on the Northampton County website at www.co.northampton.va.us/departments/landfill.html.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

5/12/17: Movies @ The Palace – Night at the Museum, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
5/15/17: Afternoon Tea “Our Mother, Ourselves,” 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM, Civic Center
5/18/17: New Roots Youth Garden Spring Garden Club, 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
5/19/17: Movies @ the Palace – La La Land, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre, $5 admission
5/20/17: 6th Annual Crabby Blues Festival, 3:00 PM – 8:00PM, Central Park
5/21/17: Sundae in the Park, 2:00 PM, Central Park
5/25/17: New Roots Youth Garden Spring Garden Club, 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
5/27/17: Town Yard Sale, 7:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Cape Charles Public Parking Area or Individual Yards throughout town
5/29/17: Movies @ The Palace – South Pacific, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
5/31/17: Movies @ The Palace – Blue Hawaii, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
Save the Dates!
o
6/1/17:
New Roots Youth Garden Spring Garden Club, 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
o
6/1/17:
Movies @ The Palace – Casablanca, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
o
6/2/17:
Movies @ The Palace – Captain America Civic War, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
o
6/3/17:
Benefit by the Bay, 6:00 PM – 11:00 PM, Pearl Event Center at the Oyster Farm
o
6/7/17:
Movies @ The Palace – Where the Boys Are, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
o
6/8/17:
New Roots Youth Garden Spring Garden Club, 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
o
6/8/17:
Movies @ The Palace – North by Northwest, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
o
6/9/17:
Movies @ The Palace – Storks, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
o
6/14/17: Movies @ The Palace – Festival Express, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
o
6/15/17: Movies @ The Palace – Gone with the Wind, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
o
6/16/17: Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library Book Sale, 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM, Civic Center
o
6/16/17: Movies @ The Palace – The Boss Baby, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
o
6/17/17: Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library Book Sale, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, Civic Center
o
6/18/17: Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library Book Sale, 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM, Civic Center
o
6/30/17: 2017 Harbor for the Arts Festival. Stay tuned for more information about this year’s exciting line-up of
concerts and events!

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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