Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: March 9, 2017
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published from time to time on
behalf of the municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will
be useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to
Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides
information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town government,
upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security issues and emergency
announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular mail
to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will find
up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

CAPE CHARLES COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT BOARD
APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED
Thanks to the initial start-up work of a volunteer ad hoc committee of residents and business owners, working for over a year, the
Town is closer to achieving status as a designated Main Street community. The Community Enhancement Program kick-off event
was held on March 1, 2017 at the Palace Theatre with over 150 individuals in attendance. The town contracted with Mr. Jon
Schallert, an internationally recognized business consultant and speaker specializing in teaching businesses how to turn themselves
into consumer destinations, as the keynote speaker. On March 2, Mr. Schallert held a four-hour Destination Cape Charles workshop
for businesses and interested individuals. Over 60 individuals attended the workshop and gave Mr. Schallert rave reviews.
Applications are available for anyone interested in serving on the Cape Charles Community Enhancement Board (CEB). The CEB is
expected to be in place by late spring, and will be tasked with several projects aimed at improving downtown, and enhancing quality
of life in Cape Charles. The CEP Board applications are due by March 31, 2017, with interviews in mid-April. In time, this Board will
transition into the governing board of the Cape Charles Main Street program, as the Town moves toward becoming a designated
Virginia Main Street community.
Main Street is a national, broad-based community development program that uses a proven four-point approach which are:
economic vitality, design, promotion and organization. The CEB will also direct several volunteer committees. CEB members will
serve four-year terms.
More information on the committees will be available in a few months. In order to make this effort a success, the entire town needs
to be involved. Anyone interested in being part of this effort, can find the CEB application form, as well as extensive information and
resources at www.capecharles.org.
For more information about the Community Enhancement Board/Main Street initiative, please contact Town Clerk Libby Hume via
email at clerk@capecharles.org or by phone at 757-331-3259.

A NOTE FROM THE RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Recently, Recreation Coordinator Jen Lewis, received notification that the Funding Factory updated
their list for printer cartridges. Due to the strict regulations, the Town of Cape Charles Recreation
Department will no longer accept any printer cartridges. Out of the last 60 cartridges received by
the Recreation Department, only one was eligible. Under the new regulations, the town would be
invoiced for returning non-eligible printer cartridges.
The Recreation Department is still accepting drink pouches, alkaline batteries, wine corks, light
bulbs, baby food pouches and plastic bags for a limited time.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Cape Charles Town Council and Planning Commission will hold a joint public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4,
2017 in the Cape Charles Civic Center, located at 500 Tazewell Avenue in Cape Charles. The purpose is to hear public comment
regarding proposed text amendments to several sections of the Zoning Ordinance.
Copies of the items are available for review on the Town’s website, www.capecharles.org, and in the Clerk’s Office.
The following sections of the Town of Cape Charles Zoning Ordinance are proposed for text amendment based on lack of clarity, failure
to meet the content-neutral standard, or to reconcile conflict with other sections of the Ordinance:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Article II, Section 2.9 (definitions);
Article III, Section 3.2.B Permitted uses;
Article III, Section 3.8.E Development standard;
Article IV, Section 4.1.B (definitions) Sign area;
Article IV, Section 4.1.B (definitions) Window sign;
Article IV, Section 4.1.D.2 Signs in the rights-of-way;
Article IV, Section 4.1.E Exempt signs;
Article IV, Section 4.1.F Prohibited signs;
Article IV, Section 4.1.H.2.d Special event signs in public ways
Appendix A, Section 4.6 Fees.

HISTORIC SANBORN MAPS
Thanks to a generous donation from Vice Mayor Bannon, the Town now has high quality copies of the historic Sanborn maps of the
old town area. The maps, dating from 1898 to 1921, show the streets and buildings constituting the town.
These maps will soon be posted in digital format on the Town website. In digital format, you will be able to increase the size to show
particular details of building location and building and street dimensions.
The paper copies can be seen in the town planner’s office during regular Town Hall business hours. These maps make a very good
complement to the 1989 historic district register, which can also be found on the website.
For more information, please contact Town Planner Larry DiRe at 757-331-2036, or email planner@capecharles.org

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!
Just a little reminder that the Town Hall has a display for your business cards! Please come by and
leave a supply of your business cards in the holder on the wall by the stairs to advertise your business.

RECYCLING FACILITIES
Northampton County provides several Recycling Facilities that accept plastic, glass, newspaper,
cardboard, aluminum and steel cans, waste oil and batteries. Large or bulky household items
occasionally needing disposal by a resident will also be accepted and transported to a disposal site.
There are 5 locations throughout the County. The closest location to the Town is in Bayview at 22564
Bayview Circle.
The hours of operation are Monday – Saturday 7:30 AM – 6 PM; Sunday 1 PM – 6 PM.
More information can be located on the Northampton County website at www.co.northampton.va.us/departments/landfill.html.
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A REMINDER FROM THE PLANNER: PERMIT AND APPROVAL EXPIRATION
Every Town-issued permit and approval will expire at some point in time. Will your project be completed by the expiration date?
Whether you are applying to the Town Council for a conditional use permit or to the Building Department for a plumbing upgrade, be
aware that there is a limited time to complete projects approved by the Town. This information is found in the various Town codes, or
by contacting the Building and Planning Departments. In some cases extensions are granted, so be aware of the time limitations and
procedural requirements to obtain an extension.
If you know that your project will be delayed for any reason please contact the Town sooner rather than later. It is always the
applicant’s responsibility to meet the terms of all permits and approvals. If your permit and\or approval expires before your project is
completed, you will have to start from the beginning by re-submitting all application materials and paying the application fee again.
And it will cost you in lost time as well.

BAGGING OF YARD DEBRIS
With spring approaching and the temperatures warming up, the Public Works Department
has issued a reminder asking citizens NOT to rake or blow grass and plant clippings or
other yard debris into the streets. Doing so will clog up the storm drains which will lead to
flooding that could severely damage personal property. Please do your part to keep the
yard debris out of the street by bagging them for proper pick-up.
Please note that our recycler only accepts biodegradable bags. Yard debris placed
on the curb in non-biodegradable bags will NOT be picked up. You can arrange for a
special pick-up by contacting the Utility Clerk Kathy Fraas at 757-331-6901. Please note
that there will be a $5 per bag charge for this special pick-up.
Thank you for your assistance!

THE TOWN OF CAPE CHARLES URGES RESIDENTS TO
SIGN-UP TO RECEIVE LOCAL ALERTS
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle
The Town of Cape Charles has partnered with Nixle to implement its Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time
for localized emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web, social media and the Nixle Mobile App.
The service is secure, reliable and easy to use.

If you haven’t already done so, we urge you sign up to receive these alerts.
As a resident, there are several simple ways to register:
1.
Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone.
2.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget.
Once registered, residents will receive a confirmation text to their mobile
device.
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SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications
you can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids,
Calendar Items, Job Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications
at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would
like to see added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note
to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday, March 13, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Work Session, 5:00 PM at the Town Hall. AGENDA
Tuesday, March 14, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, March 16, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Tuesday, March 21, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, March 23, 2017:
Town Council Public Hearing & Special Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Town Hall. tentative
Tuesday, March 28, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 4, 2017:
Planning Commission / Town Council Joint Public Hearing & Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at
the Civic Center.
Thursday, April 6, 2017:
Town Council Budget Work Session, 5:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 11, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, April 12, 2017:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Tuesday, April 18, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, April 20, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 25, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3/10/17:
Movies @ the Palace – Night at the Museum, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
3/13/17:
Afternoon Tea “A Russian Tea” with Jone Gittinger, 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM, Civic Center
3/24/17:
Movies @ the Palace – Hidden Figures, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
3/13/17:
Afternoon Tea “A Russian Tea” with Jone Gittinger, 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM, Civic Center
3/31/17:
Movies @ the Palace – SING, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
4/07/17:
Movies @ the Palace – Moana, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
4/10/17:
Afternoon Tea – Beautiful Native Plants, 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM, Civic Center
Save the Dates!
o
4/28/17: 10th Annual Blessing of the Fleet, 6:00 PM, Cape Charles Harbor
o
4/29/17: 70th Anniversary House and Garden Tour, 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM, hosted by The Garden Club of the Eastern
Shore
o
4/30/17: New Roots Youth Garden’s 7th Annual Blessing of the Worms, 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM (Rain Date 5/7/17)
o
5/15/17: Afternoon Tea “Our Mother, Ourselves,” 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM, Civic Center

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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