Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: June 9, 2017
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published from time to time on
behalf of the municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will
be useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel to Cape Charles or have any interest in
our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette provides information on actions being
undertaken or being considered by the Town government, upcoming activities in the Town,
important public safety and security issues and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, or by regular mail
to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will find
up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL DAY AND NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

The week of May 14 – 20, 2017 was
National Police Week and May 15, 2017
was Peace Officers’ Memorial Day. In
honor of this special week, Cape Charles
Police Chief Jim Pruitt organized a special
week-long memorial in the Cape Charles
Central Park honoring the area’s fallen
heroes with a special memorial.

RESILIENCE ADAPTATION FEASIBILITY TOOL PROJECT
Cape Charles is one of three pilot communities participating in the Resilience Adaptation Feasibility Tool (RAFT) project. RAFT is a
scorecard developed by an academic team composed of representatives from Old Dominion University, the University of Virginia,
Virginia Tech, and the College of William & Mary (including both the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) and the Virginia Coastal
Policy Center).
The RAFT team is also gathering input from local governments, state agencies and other relevant entities. The academic institutions
will score each community’s programs independently to ensure an objective assessment of their resilience. The scorecard will be
tested on the pilot coastal communities, with the scoring followed by workshops to inform the communities about the results and obtain
their input in selecting on-the-ground projects to increase resiliency. The RAFT scorecard captures important environmental, economic,
and social wellness data in seven categories including land use, current and future infrastructure risk, and community health\wellness.
Town staff and the RAFT research team have discussed preliminary findings of the assessment process.
The Cape Charles workshop is scheduled for Monday, June 26, 2017, at the Cape Charles Civic Center, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
If you are interested in keeping up with this project or attending the workshop, please contact Town Planner Larry DiRe at 757-3312036 or planner@capecharles.org.
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The real estate tax rate will remain the same as FY 2017. The utility rates were adjusted based on operational costs but the total
amount will remain the same as FY2017.
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NEW PUMPS AT WASTEWATER PUMP STATIONS
The Town recently completed two capital improvement projects to replace
the pump systems at the Pine Street and Plum Street wastewater pump
stations. These pumping systems had been in operation for over 30 years
and were becoming increasingly unreliable. The new pump systems are a
modern design and will increase the capacity and reliability of the
wastewater collection system.
The equipment and installation support cost for these upgrades was about
$200,000, including a new emergency generator at Plum Street. The work
was performed by our Public Utilities and Public Works staff, saving
approximately $275,000 when compared to the engineer’s estimate for
contractor installation. Additionally, significant cracks in the wet well walls
were discovered and repaired during the installation. This will reduce the
inflow of storm water into the wastewater system, effectively creating
additional processing capacity at the treatment plant.
We are proud of the great job done by our Public Utilities and Public Works staff!

CAPE CHARLES CENTRAL PARK TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL LIGHTING
Up to six additional lamplights will be installed in Cape Charles Central Park this year thanks to a $13,500 grant to Citizens for
Central Park (CCP) from the Eastern Shore of Virginia Community Foundation and $5,000 in capital improvement funds from the
Town of Cape Charles. Central Park has evolved over the past 15 years from an unused school football and baseball field surrounded
by a chain link fence, to the vibrant park that William Scott intended it to be when he laid out the Town of Cape Charles in 1883.
This change was initiated by a group of interested citizens who in 2002 went on to form Citizens for Central Park as a non-profit
organization.
Over the past few years, CCP has focused on encouraging the greater use of the
park. It purchased several thousand small lights which the town’s Public Works
staff use each winter to create Christmas trees on the park’s lamp posts, and
with the town it holds an annual Grand Illumination that attracts several
hundred people in early December. Soccer goals have been installed on the
center grass area and are actively used by youth groups throughout the year.
In 2015, CCP began offering free concerts in the park during summer weekend
evenings that now each attract 300-400 residents and visitors, and local
churches and wedding parties have found the gazebo and large grass area in
front to be an attractive location
for various functions.
The total investment made in the
park to date is close to one million
dollars, with a significant portion
coming from federal grants to the town authorized by the Transportation Equity Act for
the 21st Century (TEA-21) that went toward the multi-use trail (walkway) that rings the
park’s interior and provides four entrance plazas. This funding also covered the
installation of 18 lamp posts to light the walkways at night.
Unfortunately, because of budgetary constraints when awarding the construction
contract, there were not enough funds available to install lights at all of the locations
that were planned and pre-wired. With continued increases in park use during the
evenings and the growth in size of the park’s trees, CCP made it one of its project
priorities this year to purchase and install lamp lights at the north and south ends of the
walkway that lead to the gazebo’s western entrance and others along the north and
south walkways that lead into the park from the Strawberry Street and Plum Street
entrances.
Article submitted by Hank Mayer, Citizens for Central Park

Copyright © 2017. All rights reserved.

Cape Charles Gazette

Page 4, June 9, 2017

CAPE CHARLES FEATURED IN NATIONAL MAGAZINES
2017 has been a great year for the town of Cape Charles! We have been receiving a lot of attention from a number of national
magazines and online travel sites which have published some wonderful articles about the town and surrounding areas. The articles
have been posted on www.capecharles.org on the Media Page. In case you’ve missed some of the articles, we’ve provided links
below:
•
•
•
•
•
•

20 Unexpected Weekend Getaways to Plan This Summer – County Living Magazine
A Guide to Cape Charles – En Route Traveler
The South’s Best Beaches – Southern Living Magazine
Discovering Cape Charles by Accident – Distinction Magazine
10 Best Small Towns on the Chesapeake Bay – Coastal Living Magazine
Weekend Getaway-Cape Charles, VA – Coastal Living Magazine

If you run across any articles regarding the town, please forward them to gazette@capecharles.org so we can add them to our
website.

THOUSANDS OF VOLUNTEERS TURN OUT FOR CLEAN THE BAY
6,000 VOLUNTEERS PICK UP A REMARKABLE AMOUNT OF TRASH

DAY TO PICK UP LITTER & DEBRIS

Thousands of volunteers turned out for the 29th Clean the Bay Day, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s (CBF)
annual shoreline and stream cleanup and one of the largest volunteer events in Virginia.
In just three hours, an estimated 6,000 volunteers at 250 sites across the state, on foot and in boats, removed
approximately 100,000 pounds of litter and debris along some 450 miles of shoreline.
“It is wonderful to see so many thousands of people from across Virginia come together to do their part for our
waterways,” said CBF Clean the Bay Day Coordinator Tanner Council. “With everyone working together, in just a
few hours we’ve put a massive dent in Virginia’s litter problem.”
As usual, the most common items found during the day’s cleanup were plastic and glass bottles, aluminum cans, plastic bags, and
cigarette butts. Participants also found many strange items including a rusted out car, dishwasher and stove, a complete bed frame,
several shopping carts, 40 cucumbers, a whole coconut, a mannequin head, a headless Barbie doll, an old cash register, a computer,
a full gas can, multiple car batteries, a weed-eater, contact lenses in a case, a vintage pepper shaker, and a full bushel of crabs (no
longer among the living).
Cleanups were held at scores of sites across Virginia, including Hampton Roads, Virginia’s Eastern Shore, Richmond, Charlottesville,
the Shenandoah Valley, and Northern Virginia. All of Virginia’s state parks within the Chesapeake Bay watershed offered cleanup
sites. Overall, 17 cities and counties and 22 state parks throughout the state were represented at the event. Many partner groups
also joined CBF.
Among the thousands of volunteers were elected officials, including Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam, Rep. Barbara Comstock, Rep. Scott
Taylor, Rep. Rob Wittman, Sen. Adam Ebbin, Sen. Lynwood Lewis, Sen. David Marsden, Del. Cliff Hayes, Del. Stephen Heretick, Del.
Rocky Holcomb, Del. Margaret Ransone, Del. Chris Stolle, and Del. Rick Sullivan. Many other local officials, service members, Scout
groups, small businesses, large corporations, and thousands of citizens all took part.
Major corporate sponsors for Clean the Bay Day include CSX, Northrop-Grumman Corporation, and the Port of Virginia. CBF also
received grant support from REI and River Network / Anheuser Busch, as well as additional support from Inside Business.
“Clean the Bay Day not only raises awareness, it also fosters a culture of taking care of our shared waterways,” CBF’s Council added.
“Litter is one obvious threat to Virginia’s waters, but there’s still a lot of work to be done to clean up less noticeable sources of
pollution. That’s why it is so important we stand behind the Chesapeake Clean Water Blueprint, the federal-state partnership to
restore the Bay and its rivers.”
Since 1989, Clean the Bay Day has engaged approximately 152,000 volunteers to remove more than 6.4 million pounds of debris
from more than 7,390 miles of shoreline.
Submitted by John Surrick, Director of Media Relations, The Chesapeake Bay Foundation
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!
Just a little reminder that the Town Hall has a display for your business cards! Please come by and
leave a supply of your business cards in the holder on the wall by the stairs to advertise your business.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, June 14, 2017:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library. AGENDA
Thursday, June 15, 2017:
Town Council Public Hearing & Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Tuesday, June 20, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, June 22, 2017:
Town Council Special Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, June 27, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Monday, July 3, 2017:
Town Offices closed in observance of Independence Day.
Tuesday, July 4, 2017:
Town Offices closed in observance of Independence Day
Thursday, July 6, 2017:
Town Council Special Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center
Tuesday, July 11, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, July 12, 2017:
Library Board Meeting, 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Tuesday, July 18, 2017:
Historic District Review Board Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, July 20, 2017:
Town Council Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, July 25, 2017:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.

VOICE MESSAGE OPTION ADDED TO NIXLE ALERTS!
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle Via Voice Message
In 2015, the town of Cape Charles partnered with Nixle to implement its Community
Notification System to alert residents in real-time for localized emergency situations
and relevant community advisories via text, email, web, social media and the Nixle
Mobile App. The town recently upgraded its service to add the option for voice
messages.
If you have already registered and would like to add your landline or cell phone number(s) to receive voice messages, please go to
Nixle.com, log into your account and update your notification preferences.
If you still need to register, there are several ways for you to do so:
1.
2.

Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation text
to your mobile device.
Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget which is located on our home page.

We urge you sign up to receive these alerts.
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SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications you can sign
up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job
Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would like to see
added to the site, please submit your comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk
at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.

RECYCLING FACILITIES
Northampton County provides several Recycling Facilities that accept plastic, glass, newspaper,
cardboard, aluminum and steel cans, waste oil and batteries. Large or bulky household items
occasionally needing disposal by a resident will also be accepted and transported to a disposal site.
There are 5 locations throughout the County. The closest location to the Town is in Bayview at 22564
Bayview Circle.
The hours of operation are Monday – Saturday 7:30 AM – 6 PM; Sunday 1 PM – 6 PM.
More information can be located on the Northampton County website at www.co.northampton.va.us/departments/landfill.html.
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6/9/17:
Movies @ The Palace – Storks, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
6/12/17: Protect Yourself from Identity Theft, 7:00 PM, Civic Center
6/14/17: Movies @ The Palace – Festival Express, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
6/15/17: Movies @ The Palace – Gone with the Wind, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
6/16/17: Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library Book Sale, 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM, Civic Center
6/16/17: Movies @ The Palace – The Boss Baby, 7:00 PM, Historic Palace Theatre
6/17/17: Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library Book Sale, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, Civic Center
6/17/17: Emmanuel Episcopal Church & Saint Charles Catholic Church Yard Sale, 9:00 AM – 2:00PM
6/17/17: Paws for Reading, 10:45 AM – 12:00 PM, Cape Charles Memorial Library
6/18/17: Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library Book Sale, 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM, Civic Center
6/30/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – Raw Beets, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre.
7/1/17:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park – Little Country, 7:00 PM, Central Park
7/1-7/15/17: Experimental Film Virginia – Art Soaked Weekends
7/4/17:
4th of July Parade, Street Fair and Fireworks!
7/8/17:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park – Orquesta Tropikiimba, 7:00 PM, Central Park
7/10-7/21/17: Summer Theatre Camps @ The Palace, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, Palace Theatre
Save the Dates!
o
7/15/17: Paws for Reading, 10:45 AM – 12:00 PM, Cape Charles Memorial Library
o
7/22/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park – J and the Band, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
7/29/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park – Andrew McKnight & Beyond Borders, 7:00 PM,
Central Park
o
8/6/17:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – Richard Williams Trio, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
o
8/12/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park, Larnell Starkey & the Spiritual Seven, 7:00 PM,
Central Park
o
8/18/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – Le Hotclub de Biglick, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
o
8/19/17: Paws for Reading, 10:45 AM – 12:00 PM, Cape Charles Memorial Library
o
8/19/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park – Robert Jospe Express Quartet, 7:00 PM,
Central Park
o
8/25/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – Rootstone Jug Band, 7:00 PM, Palace Theatre
o
8/26/17: Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concerts in the Park – Jeremy Lasley & the Lastones, 7:00 PM,
Central Park
o
9/3/17:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – Delmarvalous Dolls, 7:00 PM, Central Park
o
9/9/17:
Harbor for the Arts Summer Festival Concert – U.S. Navy Band (confirmation pending), 7:00 PM, Central Park

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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