Cape Charles Gazette
Publication Date: March 10, 2016
We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published from time to time on
behalf of the municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles. The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will
be useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to travel
to Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government. The Gazette
provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by the Town
government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and security issues
and emergency announcements.
We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, by regular mail
to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA 23310 or by calling (757) 331-3259.
We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you will
find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government.

2016 IS AN ELECTION YEAR
On May 3, 2016, the Town of Cape Charles will hold elections for three Town Council seats. March 1st
was the deadline for individuals to declare their candidacy and the following citizens are running for
Cape Charles Town Council: Steven Bennett, Andrew Buchholz, Dan Burke, David Gay, Benjamin
Lewis, Nioaka Marshall and Theodore Sullivan. The Northampton County Voter Registrar’s Office is
working to certify the candidates prior to submitting the names to the State. Registrar Terry Flynn
stated that the final list of candidates should be available sometime mid-March.
If you will be out of town or otherwise unavailable to vote on May 3rd, you can still vote by absentee
ballot. The deadline to apply for absentee ballots is April 30, 2016 if in person; and April 26, 2016 if by
mail.

THE TOWN OF CAPE CHARLES URGES RESIDENTS TO SIGN-UP TO RECEIVE LOCAL ALERTS
Cape Charles Residents Can Now Receive Real Time Public Safety Messages Through Nixle
The Town of Cape Charles has partnered with Nixle to implement its Community Notification System to alert residents in real-time
for localized emergency situations and relevant community advisories via text, email, web, social media and the Nixle Mobile App.
The service is secure, reliable and easy to use.
If you haven’t already done so, we urge you sign up to receive these alerts.
As a resident, there are several simple ways to register:
1. Text “23310” or “CAPECHARLES” to 888777 from your mobile phone.
2. Go to www.capecharles.org and sign up via the Nixle Widget.
Once registered, residents will receive a confirmation text to their mobile device.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN & ZONING ORDINANCE
Over the last several years, the Town of Cape Charles has been working on revisions to the Town Comprehensive Plan. The 2014
Comprehensive Plan Review page on the Town’s website contains information outlining the review process. The current
Comprehensive Plan was adopted on June 11, 2009 and is also available online, and includes sections on housing, transportation,
economic vitality, natural resources amenities, and future land uses. The Comprehensive Plan also includes a number of policy goals
and actions to implement those goals and is the foundation for two other important Town documents: the Zoning Ordinance, and the
Capital Improvement Program.
The Town Zoning Ordinance addresses the current land uses in the Town, while the Comprehensive Plan is more future oriented.
The Zoning Ordinance has the force of law behind it, while the Comprehensive Plan does not. Cape Charles’ Zoning Ordinance is
comprised of nine articles (chapters), six appendices, and the official Zoning Map. The stated purpose of the Zoning Ordinance is as
follows: This ordinance is enacted to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Cape Charles, Virginia. It is
the intention of the Town Council that the provisions of this ordinance will implement the purpose and intent of the Comprehensive
Plan of the Town by encouraging the most desirable use of land for residential, recreational, commercial, industrial, and agricultural
purposes. (Article II, Section 2.2) If you want to know more about how communities and local governments in Virginia use
comprehensive planning and zoning, a publication – Managing Growth and Development in Virginia: A Review of the Tools Available
to Localities – from the Virginia Chapter of the American Planning Association provides a nice overview or you can contact Town
Planner Larry DiRe at 757-331-2036 or via email at planner@capecharles.org .

CAPE CHARLES ROTARY CLUB ROAD CLEAN-UP
The Rotary Club of Cape Charles organizes a quarterly clean-up of Highway 184, from Highway 13 to Fig
Street. On Saturday, February 27th, they were assisted in this effort by 8 members of the Interact Club at
Broadwater High School (Interact is a club for high school students sponsored by Rotary), and the area of
cleanup was broadened to include Parsons Circle north of Highway 184. In all, 24 bags of trash were
picked up and later removed by VDOT.

Some of the participants are shown in the above photo.
The Town appreciates the Rotary Club’s work to keep us looking good!
The Town would not be what it is without all of our wonderful volunteers! Thank you!
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SAFE BOATING COURSE TO BE OFFERED IN CAPE CHARLES
The Cape Charles Yacht Club and the Coast Guard Auxiliary are jointly sponsoring a Safe Boating Course on Saturday, April 9, at the
Cape Charles Civic Center (500 Tazewell Ave.), from 8:00 AM until about 4 PM (this includes the time for a multiple choice exam at
the end.) This course is open to the general public. To register, go to https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/74764 and click on
the link (this is associated with the Virginia DGIF website.) These courses tend to fill quickly, so everyone who is interested is urged
to register soon.
Taking this course (and passing the test at the end) will satisfy Virginia's requirements for getting a Boater Education Card, which is
currently required for all boaters 50 years of age and younger. As of July 1, 2016, all boaters of any age in Virginia must have it.
The state of Virginia is donating the books and materials, and members of the CG Auxiliary are donating their time to teach the
course; the Town of Cape Charles is also donating the use of the Civic Center, so this course will be free to all participants.
It is hoped that there will be a break in the classroom portion of the course sometime between 11:30 and 1:00, during which time
members of the public, under the direction of the CG Auxiliary, will have the opportunity to light emergency flares at the public
beach at the end of Tazewell Ave. Those who may have never had the opportunity to light a flare will be encouraged to bring their
expired flares and do so then, assuming that final Coast Guard approval is received (this is currently pending).
Submitted by Paul Strong, President, Cape Charles Yacht Club

The Cape Charles Open Market is still looking for vendors for Saturday, May 28, 2016 from 9 a.m. -12 p.m. Applications received so
far will offer soaps, body scrubs, book marks, rice therapy bags, cookies, muffins, fresh kraut, gluten free ginger cookies, jewelry,
vegetables, flowers and items from our own New Roots Youth Garden just to name a few. The rules for vendors are very simple, you
have to make, bake or grow your own product. Vendors simply need to fill out the Cape Charles Outdoor Market vendor form, and
return it to Jen Lewis. Don’t forget that the first 100 paying customers will receive a keepsake sustainable grocery bag!
Make sure you contact Jen Lewis to sign up for the rain barrel workshop to be held at 10 a.m. You can sign up by emailing
reccoordinator@capecharles.org. Cost is $35 per barrel.
Afterwards, enjoy shopping along Mason Avenue and Strawberry Street and savor a meal at a local restaurant! See you at the
Outdoor Market!

The Cape Kids Playground will be closed until Mid-April for the installation of the new
playground equipment. We apologize for any inconvenience, but needed to replace
the equipment to ensure the safety of the children using the facility.
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The Town of Cape Charles Recreation Department is now accepting several recyclables through the TerraCycle program!
TerraCycle is Eliminating the Idea of Waste® by recycling the "non-recyclable." For each piece of acceptable waste collected,
TerraCycle awards points that can be converted to cash and donated. The Town has chosen Citizens for Central Park as the recipient
of the donations.
The following are accepted items:
Alkaline batteries (please place tape over ends to prevent current transfer)
Aluminum drink pouches
Baby food pouches
Binders
Bottle caps – plastic or metal
Corks – natural or synthetic
Lightbulbs – incandescent or halogen
Plastic bags
Plastic bottles
Please bring any of these items to Recreation/Events Coordinator Jen Lewis’s office at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA
23310 between the hours of 8:00am and 4:30pm Monday through Friday.
Thanks for your participation!

RECYCLING FACILITIES
Northampton County provides several Recycling Facilities that accept plastic, glass, newspaper,
cardboard, aluminum and steel cans, waste oil and batteries. Large or bulky household items
occasionally needing disposal by a resident will also be accepted and transported to a disposal site.
There are 5 locations throughout the County. The closest location to the Town is in Bayview at 22564
Bayview Circle.
The hours of operation are Monday – Saturday 7:30 AM – 6 PM; Sunday 1 PM – 6 PM.
More information can be located on the Northampton County website at www.co.northampton.va.us/departments/landfill.html.

Copyright © 2016. All rights reserved.

Cape Charles Gazette

Page 5, March 10, 2016

SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS!
The Cape Charles Gazette is available by subscribing to e-Notifications. With e-Notifications you can sign
up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, Job
Postings and other News & Information.
With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at any time.
We encourage you to browse the Town’s website and if there is something that you would like to see added to the site, please submit your
comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA
23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online.
We hope you are enjoying our site and we welcome your comments! We look forward to hearing from you!
Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.
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FRIENDS OF THE CAPE CHARLES MEMORIAL LIBRARY’S UPCOMING EVENTS
Afternoon Teas:
Hosted by The Friends of the Cape Charles
Memorial Library. We are sorry, but March’s tea
has reached capacity. Tickets are available for
April’s tea, “Spring Into Fashion!” presented by
Periwinkles on April 11, 2016, at the Cape Charles
Civic Center, 500 Tazewell Avenue, at 3:00 p.m.
Bring an article of clothing and learn how to
accessorize it or perhaps a piece of jewelry that
needs just the right outfit. And by special request –
learn to use scarves! Several teas and a variety of
provisions will be served. Tickets are $15.00 and
may be purchased by calling (757) 331-1337.
Computer Tutor:
The Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library
will have Computer Tutors available on the
following dates and times to help you learn about
your iPhone, Basic Windows-based computer, and
Android Smartphone.
•

March 15 – iPhone Help, 2:00 – 4:00
p.m. Cape Charles Memorial Library. Do
you have questions about your iPhone or
IPad? Bring your device(s) to the library
and let us help you. Learn new tips and
tricks. Ask questions. We are here to
help!

•

March 16 – Basic Windows Computer
and Microsoft Word Use, 2:00 – 4:00
p.m. Cape Charles Civic Center, 500
Tazewell Ave. Bring your Windows laptop
and power cord and learn how to manage
your files and photos on your Windows
laptop, how to get new fonts, how to
create and update documents, how to save
internet information to your computer, and
how to use Tables in MS Word. Please make sure you have Microsoft Office on your laptop, and if not, please download the
trial version of Microsoft Office 365 and register it before you come.

•

March 17 – Android Smartphone Help, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. Cape Charles Memorial Library. Do you have an Android
phone or tablet, and need help getting to know it or using it? Bring your device to the Library and let us help you!

FREE Employability Workshop Series:
Let the Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library help you get ready for the Regional Job Fair at Eastern Shore Community
College that will be held on Wednesday, April 13, 2016. Topics covered during the series will be Completing Job Applications,
Resumé Writing, Interviewing Techniques, and Financial Literacy. All sessions will be held at the Cape Charles Civic Center,
500 Tazewell Ave., from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. on March 22, 24, 29, and 31, and April 5 and 7, 2016. Classes will be taught by Ina
Birch, Adult Career Coach, and Debbie Daniels, Experiential Learning/Job Placement Coordinator. Register at Cape Charles Memorial
Library or online at www.es.vccs.edu. For assistance, please call (757) 789-7979.
Submitted by Sherry Lawson, Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday, March 15, 2016:
Historic District Review Board Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Thursday, March 17, 2016:
Town Council Regular Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA
Tuesday, March 22, 2016:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, March 31, 2016:
Town Council Work Session starting at 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 5, 2016:
Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, April 7, 2016:
Town Council Work Session starting at 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 12, 2016:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Wednesday, April 13, 2016:
Library Board Meeting starting at 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.
Thursday, April 14, 2016:
Town Council Work Session starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. tentative
Tuesday, April 19, 2016:
Historic District Review Board Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, April 21, 2016:
Town Council Regular Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Tuesday, April 26, 2016:
Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.
Thursday, April 28, 2016:
Town Council Work Session starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3/11/16:
3/12/16:
3/14/16:

Movies@ThePalace – Despicable Me 2, 7:00 p.m., at The Historic Palace Theater
MarcOlivia Violin Duo Chamber Music, 7:00 p.m., at The Historic Palace Theater
Afternoon Tea – The Cassatt Connection, 3:00 p.m., at the Cape Charles Civic Center, sponsored by the Friends
of the Cape Charles Memorial Library SOLD OUT
3/18/16: Movies@ThePalace – Jurassic World, 7:00 p.m., at The Historic Palace Theater
3/20/16: Easter Egg Hunt, 1:30 p.m., at the New Roots Youth Garden
3/25/16: Movies@ThePalace – Mockingjay Part 2, 7:00 p.m., at The Historic Palace Theater
4/9/16:
Virginia Boating Safety Classroom Education Course, 7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., at the Cape Charles Civic Center
4/11/16: Afternoon Tea – Spring Into Fashion, 3:00 p.m., at the Cape Charles Civic Center, sponsored by the Friends of
the Cape Charles Memorial Library
Save the Dates!
o
4/15/16: 9th Annual Blessing of the Fleet. 6:00 p.m., at the Cape Charles Town Harbor
o
4/16/16: Dream Workshop: What To Do With What You Dream, 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
o
4/24/16: Blessing of the Worms, 3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., at the New Roots Youth Garden

For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar!
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.
Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website.

Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles
2 Plum Street
Cape Charles, VA 23310
Email: gazette@capecharles.org
www.capecharles.org
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